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Sermon Synopsis

Amidst the ancient stones of the Roman Colosseum, a symbol of historical battles and the
endurance of faith, Dr. Billy Wilson examines how THE WORLD IS A BATTLEGOUND. With the
colossal edifice as a backdrop, the conflict-ridden reality of our existence, where the echoes of
past martyrs blend with the ongoing spiritual warfare, examines the reality that every believer
faces. But Jesus Christ came to grant victory over the adversary's schemes, and it is in His name
that believers can triumph in the struggles of life.

The sermon explores three distinct spheres of spiritual combat: the heavenly, the earthly, and
the personal. Though Satan may operate as the 'accuser of our brothers and sisters,' Christ's
redemptive work has secured our defense before the Father. Dr. Wilson exhorts the faithful to
embrace the victory available through Jesus, who has overcome the principalities and powers
through His sacrifice on the cross— to engage in fervent prayer and to exercise the authority
granted in Christ to claim victory in every sphere of life.

In the earthly realm, the strategic role of prayer dismantles the enemy's strongholds. Drawing
from the wisdom of Samuel Chadwick and St. Chrysostom, the sermon underscores the power of
prayer to change circumstances, thwart the enemy's plans, and advance God's kingdom on earth.
Dr. Wilson emphasizes that the unity and love among believers serve as potent weapons against
the divisive tactics of the enemy, who seeks to sow discord and accusation among God's children.

Turning to the personal sphere, the sermon addresses the intimate struggles that individuals face
against the forces of darkness. One vivid illustration is of Satan as the 'Lord of the flies,' preying
upon the wounds and vulnerabilities of the human heart. However, the message rings with hope,
as Jesus, the Great Physician, can heal those wounds, rendering the enemy powerless. The call is
to let Christ's love and healing transform personal battles into testimonies of victory.



Emphasizing the importance of standing firm in faith and claiming the victory that Jesus has won,
we see that believers can rise above the battleground of this world. The message from the
Colosseum, once a place of spectacle and suffering, now stands as a testament to the enduring
triumph of the Gospel over every form of spiritual adversity.

Sermon Highlights

e Christ’s ultimate sacrifice on the cross is the foundation for triumph over spiritual warfare
in the heavenly, earthly, and personal spheres.

e Prayer is a crucial weapon that has the power to tear down strongholds, allowing God’s
kingdom to advance on earth.

e The blood of Jesus not only defeats Satan’s power in the heavenly realms but also grants
us advocacy before the Father, ensuring our defense against the accuser.

e In the earthly realm, the community of believers must exemplify unity and love to
counteract Satan’s strategies of division and accusation among us.

e Healing of our internal wounds is key to personal victory; where Jesus heals, the ‘flies’—
demonic forces—Ilose their hold and can no longer thrive on our pain.

Scripture Verses
Ephesians 6:12

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Revelation 12:10

Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: 'Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.'

Ezekiel 28:14-17

You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so | ordained you. You were on the holy mount of
God; you walked among the fiery stones. You were blameless in your ways from the day you were
created till wickedness was found in you. Through your widespread trade you were filled with
violence, and you sinned. So | drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and | expelled you,
guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones. Your heart became proud on account of your
beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So | threw you to the earth; |
made a spectacle of you before kings.

Isaiah 14:12-13
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How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the
earth, you who once laid low the nations! You said in your heart, 'l will ascend to the heavens; |
will raise my throne above the stars of God; | will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the
utmost heights of Mount Zaphon.'

Revelation 12:7-9

Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon
and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The
great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the
whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.

Matthew 12:22

Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him,
so that he could both talk and see.

Matthew 12:24

But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, 'It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that
this fellow drives out demons.'

Matthew 12:25-26

Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, 'Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined,
and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. If Satan drives out Satan, he is
divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand?"

Quotes

e "It cannot be stated too frequently that the life of a Christian is a warfare, an intense
conflict, a lifelong contest." - A.W. Tozer

e "The potency of prayer has subdued the strength of fire, bridled the rage of lions, hushed
anarchy to rest, extinguished wars, appeased the elements, expelled demons, burst the
chains of death, expanded the gates of heaven, assuaged diseases, repelled frauds,
rescued cities from destruction, stayed the sun in its course and arrested the progress of
the thunderbolt." - St. Chrysostom

o "Lucifer is the accuser of the brethren and in the personal realm of our own lives he
accuses us to ourselves." - Dr. Billy Wilson

e "Jesus comes that we might individually have life and have it more abundantly." - Dr. Billy
Wilson

e "Greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world. Now get behind me Satan." - Dr.
Billy Wilson
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Bible Study
Objectives

e Tounderstand and acknowledge the presence of a spiritual battle in the heavenly, earthly,
and personal spheres of life.

e Tograsp the victory Jesus Christ has established for us over the works of Satan as depicted
in the Bible.

e To develop practical strategies for spiritual warfare using the Word of God, prayer, and
the power of the Holy Spirit.

e To cultivate a lifestyle of victory through faith, love, and obedience to God's commands.

Reading and Reflections

e Ephesians 6:10-18 - Put on the full armor of God and understand the spiritual nature of
our battles.

e 1 John 3:8 - Reflect on the purpose of Jesus' manifestation, to destroy the devil's work.

e Revelation 12:7-12 - Understand the cosmic battle and the victory proclaimed in heaven.

e |saiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-18 - Study the fall of Lucifer and its implications for the
spiritual battle.

Key Observations

e The spiritual battle is real and ongoing in various realms of existence.

e The victory is already won by Jesus Christ, but we must enforce this victory in our daily
lives.

e Prayer is a critical weapon in spiritual warfare, particularly in combating territorial
spiritual forces.

e Personal wounds can become footholds for demonic activity, emphasizing the need for
inner healing through Christ.

Personal Reflections
e How aware am | of the spiritual battles in my life and around me?
e Dol consistently put on the full armor of God to stand against the devil's schemes?
e Have | fully embraced the victory of Jesus Christ in my personal circumstances?
e What steps am | taking to ensure my wounds are healed and not exploited by the enemy?

Lessons for Daily Life

e Continually affirm your identity in Christ to resist the enemy's accusations effectively.
e Engage in regular, fervent prayer to combat the forces of darkness in your life and your
community.
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o Seek God's healing power for any areas of woundedness to prevent the enemy's
influence.

e Cultivate love and unity within the body of Christ to disrupt the enemy's strategies of
division.

Practical Applications

e Begin each day with prayer, putting on the armor of God as described in Ephesians 6.

e Actively participate in corporate prayer within your church to strengthen its spiritual
fortification.

e Practice forgiveness and reconciliation to maintain the integrity of your spiritual armor.

e Minister to others out of the overflow of your personal victory and healing in Christ.

Challenges for the Week

e |dentify one area of your life where you have experienced defeat and commit it to prayer
throughout the week.

o Read Ephesians 6 every day and meditate on the significance of each piece of armor.

e Reach out to someone in your community who is undergoing spiritual battles and offer
support through prayer and encouragement.

e Journal daily about the victories and challenges you face in your spiritual walk.

Further Study

e Explore the 'Screwtape Letters' by C.S. Lewis to gain insight into the subtle tactics of the
enemy.

e Study the life of Job to understand the testing of faith and the sovereignty of God in
spiritual warfare.

o Dive deeper into the concept of 'spiritual strongholds' by studying 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.

e Read biographies of Christian missionaries who faced spiritual warfare in their ministries,
such as Jim Elliot and Brother Andrew.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come to you in the mighty name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, and Savior. We
thank you for the victory you have won for us on the cross, defeating sin, death, and the works
of the devil. Lord, equip us with your full armor so that in this battleground of life we may stand
firm, grounded in your truth and righteousness. We ask for the discernment to recognize the
attacks of the enemy and the wisdom to use the weapons of warfare you have given us, especially
prayer and Your Word. Help us to live in unity and love as a testimony of your power working
within us. May we be a beacon of hope and light in this world, reflecting your glory. Strengthen
us to face the challenges ahead, knowing that greater are you who are in us than he who is in the
world. In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen.
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Daily Devotionals
Day 1

Scripture Verse

Ephesians 6:12 - 'For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.’

Reflection

Brethren, as you stand in the Colosseum of your daily life, remember that the battle you face is
not merely a physical one. Like the early Christians in Rome, you are surrounded by a great cloud
of witnesses and adversaries, yet your fight is not with the seen but with the unseen. The powers
and principalities of darkness that Paul speaks of in Ephesians seek to ensnare and entrap you, but
you are called to stand firm in the armor of God. Reflect on the times you felt overwhelmed by
circumstances, only to realize that your true battle was in the spiritual realm. Recall the victory
that comes from prayer, from wielding the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Let the
truth of Scripture be your guide and shield as you confront the challenges of the day, knowing that
the Lord is your stronghold and your deliverer.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, | recognize that my true battle is against the spiritual forces of evil. Clothe me in
Your full armor so that | may stand firm against the schemes of the devil. Amen.
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Day 2

Scripture Verse

Revelation 12:10 - 'Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our
brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.”

Reflection

Child of God, consider the victory that resounds in the heavens, the triumph that echoes through
eternity — the accuser has been hurled down! As you navigate the earthly realm, be mindful that
your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion. He seeks to accuse and condemn, to
remind you of past failings and present weaknesses. Yet, in the face of such accusations, stand
firm in the assurance of your salvation and the authority granted to you through Christ Jesus.
Meditate on the times when the voice of condemnation tried to overshadow the voice of grace.
Remember the moments when the Spirit of truth affirmed your identity as a beloved child of God,
bought with the precious blood of Christ. Rejoice in the freedom that comes from knowing your
accuser has no power over you.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the victory over the accuser. Help me to live in the freedom of Your
salvation and resist the enemy's lies. Amen.

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



Day 3

Scripture Verse

Matthew 12:28 - 'But if it is by the Spirit of God that | drive out demons, then the kingdom of God
has come upon you.'

Reflection

Beloved, the battleground of your personal sphere is where the enemy often wages his most
intimate war. It is here that you may face oppression, deception, and temptation. Yet, it is also
here that the power of the Kingdom of God is most profoundly experienced. As Jesus declared,
the driving out of demons is a sign of God's reign. Reflect on the personal victories you've
witnessed —the chains of addiction broken, the restoration of broken relationships, the healing of
deep-seated wounds. These are evidences of the Spirit of God moving powerfully in your life.
Embrace the truth that the Kingdom of God is not a distant reality, but an ever-present power,
capable of transforming your innermost being. Let this assurance embolden you to live in the
freedom and authority that is yours in Christ.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, manifest Your kingdom in my life. Drive out any darkness within me and fill me with
Your light and truth. Amen.
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