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Sermon Synopsis

In the heart of Rome, beside the ancient Appian Way, a message of divine love and personal
calling resounds through the teachings of Dr. Billy Wilson. World Impact's latest episode, filmed
on the historic path once traversed by the Apostle Paul, delves into the depths of God's love and
the compelling force it exerts on believers. Dr. Wilson, standing before the Mamertine Prison,
where apostles Paul and Peter were held, sets the stage for a profound exploration of the
Christian vocation, beyond mere occupation.

Throughout the sermon, Dr. Wilson emphasizes the distinction between one's occupation, the
means to earn a living, and one's vocation, the true calling from God for one's life. He challenges
viewers to discern their God-given vocation, which may not align with their current occupation.
The backdrop of Rome serves as a powerful reminder of the Apostle Paul's ultimate sacrifice for
his vocation, offering a compelling example for modern believers to follow.

Dr. Wilson intertwines historical context with spiritual application, drawing from the life of Paul
and the construction of the Appian Way to illustrate the transformative power of a life driven by
divine love. He encourages viewers to seek alignment between their deepest passions and the
world's greatest needs, finding their unique place where their 'deep gladness and the world's
deep hunger meet.' This intersection, he asserts, is where one's true vocation lies.

The sermon offers practical advice for discovering one's vocation, urging believers to listen for
God's voice and align their passions with His purposes. Dr. Wilson shares insights on the transient
nature of occupations in today's world and the enduring satisfaction found in pursuing one's true
calling. He calls for a reevaluation of life's direction, with the love of Christ as the driving force.

Concluding on a note of personal application, Dr. Wilson extends an invitation for prayer and
reflection. He encourages viewers to reach out, share their stories, and seek guidance in



discerning their vocation. The sermon, a blend of biblical teaching, historical narrative, and
practical wisdom, serves as a beacon for those yearning to live a life compelled by love, echoing
the dedication of the Apostle Paul, who journeyed the Appian Way with unwavering commitment
to his divine calling.

Sermon Highlights

e God calls us to be compelled by love, distinguishing between our occupation, the job we
do, and our vocation, the calling God places in our hearts.

e The Apostle Paul's journey and ultimate martyrdom on the Appian Way epitomize living
a life driven by holy compulsion, demonstrating the lengths to which one might go when
compelled by love for Christ.

e The difference between vocation and occupation is profound: vocation is a divine calling
and is permanent, while occupation is a temporary job that can serve as a vehicle to live
out our true vocation.

e Our vocation aligns with where 'your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet,’
encouraging individuals to find where their passion intersects with the needs of the world.

e Being compelled by love means following the example set by Jesus Christ and the Apostle
Paul, to serve selflessly, share the gospel, and make a tangible difference in the world
driven by the love of God.

Scripture Verses
John 3:16-18

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's one
and only Son.

2 Corinthians 5:14-16

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died
for them and was raised again. So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.

Romans 8:37-39

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



Bible Study
Objectives

e To understand the difference between occupation and vocation

e Todiscover the nature of being compelled by God's love

o To identify personal vocation in the intersection of passion and the world's needs
e To stimulate a desire for personal engagement with one's calling

e To provide actionable steps towards aligning with God's purpose for one's life

Reading and Reflections
e Read Acts chapters 25-28, focusing on Paul’s journey to Rome and his steadfastness.

e Consider John 3:16-18 to reflect on the motivation of God's love towards us.
e Reflect on 2 Corinthians 5:14-16, paying attention to Paul’s driving force — Christ’s love.

Key Observations
e Paul’s journey to Rome symbolizes the ultimate commitment to God’s calling.
e God’s love is presented not just as an emotion but as an action that involves giving — the
sending of His Son.
e Occupation can change, but vocation — God’s calling — remains a constant pursuit.
Personal Reflections
e Do | know my God-given vocation?
e Am | currently being compelled by God’s love in what | do?
e In what ways does my occupation align with my vocation?
Lessons for Daily Life
e Our personal satisfaction is found when we operate within our vocation.
¢ Understanding our vocation requires us to listen to God’s voice and discern His calling.
o Compulsion by love should lead us to act, not just feel.
Practical Applications
e Commit to a period of prayer and fasting to seek clarity on your vocation.

e Volunteer in service that aligns with your passions to explore your calling.
e Engage in conversations with mentors about your sense of calling and vocation.
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Challenges for the Week

e Each morning, ask God to show you how to live out His love in practical ways.
e Journal about the moments when you feel most aligned with God’s love and vocation.
e Reach out to someone who embodies their vocation and ask for their story and advice.

Further Study

e Study the life of the Apostle Paul, focusing on his determination.
o Delve into the writings of Christian thinkers on vocation, such as Frederick Buechner.
e Research historical figures who have changed their occupation to follow their vocation.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You with open hearts, seeking Your wisdom to understand our
vocation. Help us to discern our calling and to be truly compelled by Your love to act in ways that
meet the world's deep needs. May our lives echo the dedication of Paul, who, driven by Your
love, endured all things for the sake of the Gospel. Guide us this week as we seek to align our
occupation with our God-given vocation, and infuse us with the courage to take actionable steps
towards fulfilling Your purpose for our lives. Empower us by Your Holy Spirit to live a life of holy
compulsion, driven by the same love that sent Your Son Jesus Christ to redeem us. In Jesus’
mighty and precious name, we pray. Amen.
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1: Compelled by Love

Scripture Verse

2 Corinthians 5:14-16 (NIV) - 'For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died
for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.'

Reflection

Prayer

Reflect upon the Apostle Paul's journey on the Appian Way, a path of determination paved with
the certainty of his calling. Envision him, bound not by the chains of imprisonment, but propelled
forward by an unyielding love for Christ. This same love that compelled Paul is the love that
beckons us to our true vocation in life. It is not merely about the tasks we perform for our daily
bread, but the divine calling that aligns with our deepest joy and meets the world's profound
hunger. It is in this sacred convergence that our true purpose is found. Let us consider our own
lives. Are we merely existing in our occupations, or are we thriving in our vocations? Reflect on
the gifts God has bestowed upon you, the passions that stir your soul, and the needs you see in
the world. Where do these intersect? It is there you will find your calling, your 'Appian Way,' that
leads to a life of fulfillment and impact. Remember, it is not the ease of the journey that defines
us, but the love that compels us to press onward, even when the road is fraught with trials. Let
the love of Christ be the force that moves you, the call that guides you, and the purpose that drives
every action you take.

Heavenly Father, ignite within me a heart that is compelled by Your love. May | discover the
intersection of my deepest joys and the world's needs, and in that space, find my true calling.
Grant me the courage to walk this path, just as Paul did, with unwavering faith and love. Amen.

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



Day 2: The Voice of Vocation

Scripture Verse

John 3:16-18 (NIV) - 'For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.'

Reflection

Prayer

In the shadow of the Mamertine Prison, where apostles once awaited their earthly end, we find a
testament to the power of divine love. It is this love, as declared in John 3:16-18, that serves as
our ultimate calling. Each of us has a vocation, a unique voice that God has given to speak life into
the darkness of this world. Our vocation is more than a job; it is a manifestation of God's love
through us. It is the echo of Christ's sacrifice, resonating in the work we do and the lives we touch.
Consider the theologian Karl Barth, who, when asked about the greatest thought he ever had,
simply replied with the truth that 'Jesus loves me.' This profound simplicity is the cornerstone of
our vocation. It is not found in grandiose titles or the fleeting accolades of men, but in the quiet
assurance that we are loved by God and called to extend that love to others. Today, reflect on how
you are living out this love in your daily walk. Are you a beacon of His love to your neighbors, your
coworkers, your family? Your vocation is not confined to the walls of a church; it is lived out in
every interaction, every act of kindness, every word of truth spoken in love. Embrace your divine
calling, and let the love of God compel you to action.

Lord Jesus, thank You for loving me with an everlasting love. Help me to hear Your voice clearly
and to respond to Your call with a heart ready to serve. May my vocation be a reflection of Your
love to all I encounter. In Your precious name, Amen.
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Day 3: Living the Compulsion

Scripture Verse

Romans 8:37-39 (NIV) - 'No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'

Reflection

Prayer

As we stand in the presence of the Appian Way, let us reflect on the indomitable spirit of the
Apostle Paul. Despite the chains, the shipwrecks, and the impending execution, nothing could
sever him from the love of Christ. In Romans 8:37-39, we are reminded that we, too, are more
than conquerors through this same love. Today, let us live out this truth. Let us be compelled by a
love so strong that it transcends all trials and tribulations. As we go about our day, may we embody
the love of Christ in every action, reaching out to those in need, offering words of hope, and living
as conquerors over despair and darkness. The love that compelled Paul is the same love that
empowers us to conquer our fears and doubts. It is the love that calls us to a life of purpose, a life
that is not measured by the accolades of this world but by the lives we touch with the love of God.
Reflect on the areas of your life where you may feel defeated or discouraged. Remember that
nothing can separate you from God's love. Embrace this truth and let it fuel your passion to live
out your calling with conviction and purpose. Be a living testament to the love of God, a love that
compels us to greatness in His name.

Almighty God, Your love is the source of my strength and the reason for my hope. Remind me
today that | am more than a conqueror through You. May Your love compel me to live a life of
purpose, touching lives and reflecting Your glory in all | do. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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