ORAL ROBERTS UNIVERSITY PRESENTS

WORLDIMPACT

WITH DR BILLY WILSON

GenZ - Generation of Hope

People & Places

Zephaniah

Sermon Reference
The sermon references Zephaniah as the Old Testament prophet whose name begins with
'Z'. He is described as one of the minor prophets with a powerful yet tough prophetic
message to Judah and Jerusalem. His prophecy combines warnings of impending
judgment with promises of hope and God's mercy. The sermon uses Zephaniah’s message
to relate hope to Generation Z, showing that although challenges and judgments come,
God is merciful, has a plan, and is not finished with His people.

Background Context
Zephaniah was a prophet in the Old Testament active during the reign of King Josiah of
Judah, approximately 640-609 BC. His writings are contained in the book named after
him, Zephaniah, which is part of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament. His
ancestry linked him to royal lineage, being a descendant of Hezekiah. His prophetic
ministry took place during an era of significant spiritual decline and corruption in Judah,
one marked by idolatry, social injustice, and neglect of covenantal faithfulness to Yahweh,
the Lord God of Israel.

Josiah was a reformer king who sought to turn Judah back to God's law, but Zephaniah's
prophecies reveal a divine judgment looming over not only Judah but surrounding nations
due to widespread wickedness. He foretold the coming 'day of the Lord,' a theme central
to prophetic literature, describing an imminent time of divine wrath and purification
through judgment. The Assyrian empire's power was waning, and Babylon was emerging
as the dominant force that would eventually bring captivity to Judah. Zephaniah's
warnings about the Babylonians' invasion were a sobering call to national repentance.

The content of Zephaniah’s book pronounces doom not only on Judah but also on the
Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, Cushites, and Assyrians. Importantly, the prophecy
does not end in despair; it culminates in a vision of restoration and hope wherein
Jerusalem will be purified, and God will dwell among His people. Zephaniah paints a
hopeful picture where humility, repentance, and trust in the Lord bring shelter from wrath
and celebration of redemption.
Importance in the Bible

Zephaniah is significant in the biblical canon as a prophet who articulates the ‘day of the
Lord’ doctrine—a day characterized by divine judgment but ultimately leading to



restoration. His prophecies help to frame the narrative of Judah’s eventual exile and
return, marking a crucial period that shaped Jewish identity and theology.

Jerusalem

Sermon Reference
Jerusalem is referenced as the city of God’s people, Judah and Israel, and as the focal
point of Zephaniah’s prophecy concerning impending judgment and hope. The sermon
mentions Jerusalem as the city where the people will ultimately rejoice because God will
remove their punishment and enemies.

Background Context
Jerusalem is an ancient city located in the hill country of Judah and holds profound
religious, historical, and national significance for the people of Israel. It is often referred
to as the City of David because King David established it as the political and religious
capital of the united kingdom of Israel around 1000 BC. From this time forward, Jerusalem
became the central place of worship, housing the temple first built by Solomon, David’s
son, which contained the Ark of the Covenant — the symbol of God's presence with His
people. It remains central to Jewish identity and worship and is a focal point throughout
Scripture.

Jerusalem faced the Babylonian invasion in the early 6th century BC, resulting in the
destruction of Solomon’s temple in 586 BC and the exile of the Jewish people to Babylon.
This exile was a pivotal moment in biblical history, representing God’s judgment on
unrepentant sin but also catalyzing future restoration and messianic hope, as prophesied
by Zephaniah and other prophets.

Biblically, Jerusalem is portrayed as a city chosen by God as His dwelling place on earth
and the symbolic heart of the covenant relationship between God and His people. It is
both a physical city and a theological concept representing God's presence, justice, mercy,
and ultimate plan for salvation. Psalms, the Prophets, and the New Testament extensively
reference Jerusalem, underscoring its importance in Israel’s spiritual narrative, including
as the place of Jesus’ ministry, crucifixion, and resurrection. Anticipations of a ‘New
Jerusalem’ symbolize the ultimate redemption and eternal dwelling of God's people.
Importance in the Bible

Jerusalem is vital throughout the Bible as the spiritual center and symbol of God’s
relationship with His people. From King David’s establishment of the city as Israel’s capital
to Solomon’s temple, Jerusalem embodies God’s chosen place for worship, sacrifice, and
revelation. Jerusalem’s destruction and exile demonstrate the consequences of
disobedience, while its eventual restoration and prophetic promise of a ‘New Jerusalem’
point to God’s enduring covenant and messianic hope fulfilled in Christ.
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Jeremiah

Sermon Reference
Jeremiah is mentioned as the 'weeping prophet' who lived during the same time as
Zephaniah and prophesied similar messages of judgment but also hope to Judah and
Jerusalem. The sermon contrasts Jeremiah’s often negative prophecies with his
underlying message of hope and echoes the themes of mercy and restoration found in
Zephaniah’s prophecy.

Background Context
Jeremiah was a major prophet in the Old Testament who lived in the late 7th and early
6th centuries BC, roughly contemporary with Zephaniah, during the final decades leading
to the Babylonian conquest of Judah. Jeremiah is known for his profound empathy and
sorrow over Judah’s impending judgment due to persistent sin, idolatry, and failure to
heed God’s warnings. He was called by God while still a youth and served as His
messenger for over 40 years through times of political upheaval and spiritual decline.

Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry involved fervent calls for repentance and a turning back to
God’s covenant. He forewarned that Jerusalem and Judah would fall under Babylonian
rule because of their rebellion, predicting the destruction of the city and temple and the
exile of the people. His messages were met with resistance, misunderstanding, and
persecution, reflecting the difficulty of delivering truth in a hard-hearted culture. Despite
this, Jeremiah was faithful, conveying God’s deep desire for repentance and restoration.

The book of Jeremiah includes prophecies, biographical narratives, and personal laments
expressing the prophet’s anguish. Significantly, Jeremiah also prophesied about a future
new covenant (Jeremiah 31) in which God would write His law on the hearts of His people,
pointing toward spiritual renewal and hope beyond judgment. His life and writings
underscore the tension between God’s justice and mercy, similar to Zephaniah, and
emphasize God’s long-term plan to redeem and bless His people.

Jeremiah’s enduring legacy lies in his honest portrayal of human suffering and divine
compassion, a prophetic model of lament and hope intertwined. His ministry bridged the
warning of judgment and the assurance of God’s restoration, helping the people of Israel
understand that although God’s anger was justified due to sin, His merciful purposes
remained.
Importance in the Bible

Jeremiah’s prophecies explain the causes and consequences of Israel’s judgment,
including the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, essential events in Jewish history
that deeply influenced subsequent biblical teachings and messianic expectations.
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