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Sermon Synopsis 

This episode of World Impact explores the theme “Born for the Storm,” addressing how each 
generation is equipped by God to endure the challenges of its time, with particular attention to 
Generation Z. Dr. Billy Wilson begins by observing how this generation has grown up in an era 
marked by global terrorism, pandemics, natural disasters, and cultural upheaval. These “storms,” 
he explains, echo the biblical imagery of Isaiah 43, where God promises His people that waters 
and fire will not overwhelm them. From this foundation, the episode presents storms not only as 
trials to be endured but also as opportunities for God’s presence, power, and purpose to be 
revealed. 

A central focus is the Apostle Paul’s storm at sea in Acts 27–28, which Dr. Wilson highlights as a 
model for navigating adversity with faith and leadership. Paul demonstrated discernment in 
recognizing danger, courage through listening to God’s voice, decisiveness in giving life-saving 
direction, peace grounded in trust, resilience in hardship, and power through healing and 
witness. His journey illustrates how storms can be transformed into platforms for ministry and 
testimony. 

The message also reflects on broader cultural and spiritual storms shaping today’s world. 
Competing ideologies—whether racism, sexism, atheism, or pluralistic philosophies—are 
portrayed as forces that intensify the turbulence surrounding this generation. Drawing historical 
parallels, Dr. Wilson recalls how the Church has persevered and ministered through crises such 
as the Spanish flu and COVID-19, emphasizing that the mission of God’s people continues despite 
shifting circumstances. 

The episode concludes by encouraging believers to approach their storms as moments of calling 
rather than defeat. Just as Paul moved from prisoner to leader during the storm, followers of 
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Christ today can become ambassadors of hope, peace, and healing. Equipped by the Spirit with 
discernment, courage, peace, resilience, decisiveness, and power, Christians are invited to trust 
God’s redeeming hand and to live as witnesses of His love. The message affirms that while storms 
are inevitable, they can become defining moments through which God’s kingdom is revealed. 

Sermon Highlights 

• God's presence in the storm: Isaiah 43:1-2 assures us that God is with us in all trials—
through waters and fire—and His protection and guidance ensure that we will not be 
overwhelmed or destroyed. 

• Qualities for enduring storms as demonstrated by Apostle Paul: Discernment to 
understand and perceive danger; courage grounded in hearing from God; decisiveness to 
act in faith; peace amidst turmoil because of trust in God; resilience to recover from 
adversity; and the manifestation of God's power through healing and leadership. 

• The storm as a platform for leadership and ministry: Paul transformed from a prisoner 
into a leader and healer during his storm, showing that God can use our most difficult 
moments to elevate us for His purposes. 

• The assurance of God's victory and peace: Jesus' promise in John 16:33 encourages 
believers to be of good cheer amid trials, because He has overcome the world, enabling 
us to have peace and confidence no matter the storms we face. 

Scripture Verses 

Isaiah 43:1-2 
But now, this is what the Lord says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, 
Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are 
mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through 
the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.” 

Proverbs 28:2 
When a country is rebellious, it has many rulers, but a ruler with discernment and 
knowledge maintains order. 

Luke 21:11 
There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful 
events and great signs from heaven. 

Luke 21:25-26 
There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish 
and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. People will faint from terror, 
apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 

Matthew 24:14 
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. 
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Acts 27:10 
But Paul warned them, “Men, I can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring 
great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives also.” 

Acts 27:22-24 
So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told 
me. Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island. Last night an angel of the God to 
whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You 
must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail 
with you.’ 

Acts 27:31 
Then Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay with the ship, 
you cannot be saved.” 

Acts 27:33-34 
Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. “For the last fourteen days,” he said, “you 
have been in constant suspense and have gone without food—you haven’t eaten 
anything. Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will 
lose a single hair from his head.” After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks 
to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. 

Acts 28:4 
When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, 'This 
man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed 
him to live.' 

Acts 28:8-9 
His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him 
and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. When this had happened, the 
rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. 

John 16:33 
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 

Quotes 

• "You were born for the storm, and your storm can become your platform to declare the 
grace of God and God's goodness in the midst of it all." - Billy Wilson 

• "Leaders see what others cannot see. They're able to discern the times around them and 
the steps that need to be taken in the midst of those times." - Billy Wilson 

• "When you get a word from God, even with the storm raging around you, you can stand 
on that word. God's Word to you becomes your rock, your source of confidence, and your 
place of courage in the midst of the storm." - Billy Wilson 

• "You can have peace, even when the winds and rains assail you, if your trust is in Christ, 
because Jesus has overcome the world." - Billy Wilson 

• "The difference between a prisoner and a leader in the midst of the storm is how you 
respond." - Billy Wilson 
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Bible Study 

Objectives 

• To understand that storms in life are not just obstacles but platforms for God's glory. 
• To learn from Apostle Paul's example on how to lead and endure through storms with 

godly qualities. 
• To recognize that God equips us with discernment, courage, decisiveness, peace, 

resilience, and power in the midst of trials. 
• To realize that the current generation, especially Gen Z, is uniquely called and prepared 

for such storms. 
• To gain practical tools for turning personal and societal storms into testimonies of grace 

and leadership. 

Reading and Reflections 

• Isaiah 43:1-2 — God's promise of presence and protection through waters and fire. 
• Proverbs 28:2 — The need for wise leadership during chaotic times. 
• Luke 21:11 — Jesus' prophecy of tumultuous last days events and assurance of God's 

sovereign plan. 
• Acts 27-28 — Paul's storm journey revealing qualities needed to lead and survive trials. 
• Matthew 24:14 — The unstoppable preaching of the gospel amidst trials and the world's 

end. 
• John 16:33 — Jesus’ promise of peace despite tribulations. 

Key Observations 

• Stability in storms comes from God’s presence and His promises, not the absence of 
storms. 

• Paul’s discernment identified danger early, guiding decisions that helped save lives. 
• Courage arises when we hear God’s voice, anchoring our faith amid fear. 
• Decisiveness is crucial—Paul took command despite being a prisoner, showing leadership 

is accessible through faith. 
• A deep inner peace guards the heart, enabling endurance despite chaotic circumstances. 
• Resilience empowers us to bounce back from physical and spiritual trials. 
• God’s power manifests through healing and ministry, transforming hardship into 

opportunity. 

Personal Reflections 

• Reflect on a personal storm you are facing. How can God’s promises in Isaiah strengthen 
your heart today? 
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• Have you ever sensed God’s voice in the midst of fear, giving you courage to face your 
trial? 

• Are there moments when you need to exercise decisive faith like Paul, stepping up despite 
circumstances? 

• Do you experience God's peace internally when external chaos surrounds you? 
• Consider how resilience has shaped your spiritual journey and how God has used past 

storms for growth. 
• How can your own story of overcoming become a platform for God's glory and 

encouragement to others? 

Lessons for Daily Life 

• Trust in God’s covenant promises—He is with you in every storm, just as He was with 
Israel. 

• Develop spiritual discernment through prayer and scripture reading to recognize God’s 
direction. 

• Allow God's word to empower your courage when anxiety and fear flood in. 
• Be ready to take godly initiative, speaking life and guidance in your family, church, and 

community. 
• Cultivate inner peace through continual fellowship with Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
• Build resilience by relying daily on God’s strength and not your own. 
• Look for opportunities to serve others and demonstrate God’s power even under 

pressure. 

Practical Applications 

• Set aside daily quiet time to hear God’s voice, like Paul did before the storm worsened. 
• Write down Scriptures that remind you of God’s presence—read them when fears arise. 
• In moments of crisis, practice decisiveness by praying and taking one godly step forward. 
• Share your testimony of how God has helped you through storms with a friend. 
• Begin a gratitude journal that focuses on God’s faithfulness amid your struggles. 
• Engage in community outreach or prayer ministry as a way to channel your storm into 

service. 
• Pray for Gen Z and younger generations, that they embrace their calling to lead through 

today's storms. 

Challenges for the Week 

• Identify one storm in your life and intentionally thank God each day for His presence in it. 
• Practice discernment by asking God for wisdom in a current decision or difficulty. 
• Demonstrate courage by encouraging someone else facing a personal storm. 
• Make a conscious effort to maintain peace by meditating on Jesus’ victory over the world. 
• Be decisive in an area where you’ve hesitated—step out in faith with God’s guidance. 
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• Build resilience by enduring trials with grace—resist discouragement or bitterness. 
• Partner with your church or ministry in prayer for healing and provision during crises. 

Further Study 

• Acts 27-28 — Deep dive into Paul’s storm journey and ministry on Malta. 
• Isaiah 43 — Explore more about God's protection and redemption promises. 
• Luke 21 and Matthew 24 — Study Jesus’ teachings on the last days and signs. 
• John Wesley’s Aldersgate experience — Understand the journey to peace with God 

through Christ. 
• Victories of the early church during pandemics — Lessons from ministry amid crisis. 
• Historical examples of Christian leadership in storms such as Winston Churchill’s 

leadership in WWII. 
• Modern-day testimonies of faith and leadership emerging from challenges facing Gen Z. 

Closing Prayer 

Lord God Almighty, sovereign Master of every storm, I come before You acknowledging that 
storms are part of life, but I rest in the truth that You are with me in the midst of them. Like Your 
servant Paul, grant me discernment to see the way forward, courage to face every challenge, 
decisiveness to act according to Your will, peace that surpasses all understanding even when the 
winds rage, resilience to rise after every fall, and power to be a beacon of Your grace to those 
around me. I ask that You use the storms in my life not to destroy me but to develop me and to 
display Your glory through my testimony. Strengthen this generation, especially the youth, that 
they will know they were born for such a time as this—to lead and to overcome. Anchor me firmly 
in Your Word that I might walk confidently in Your purpose. In Jesus’ mighty name I pray, Amen. 
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Daily Devotionals 

Day 1 

Scripture Verse 
Isaiah 43:1-2 (NIV): "But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created you, Jacob, he 
who formed you, Israel: 'Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you 
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.'" 

Reflection 
Every person faces storms in life—whether in the form of sudden loss, overwhelming 
anxiety, or the relentless pressures of a chaotic world. Apostle Paul’s journey recorded in 
Acts 27 is striking because it shows a man who was literally caught in a devastating storm. 
Yet through it all, he was sustained, not just surviving but transforming his circumstances 
into a testimony of God’s grace. Like Paul, we too are born for the storms we face. 
Consider the generation known as Gen Z—born into a world filled with terror, natural 
disasters, pandemics, and cultural upheaval. Despite such overwhelming forces, God 
promises His presence. When we feel overwhelmed by floods—be they emotional, 
physical, or spiritual—we can hold fast to God's assurance that He is with us, that the 
waters will not sweep over us. Have you ever felt engulfed by circumstances, as if the 
storm would overwhelm you? Then hear God's loving assurance: "You are mine." This is 
not a vague promise but a personal claim on your life, a divine embrace in the tempest. 
This means when the world is in chaos, when everything seems out of control, God 
remains sovereign. He shapes our storms for His purposes, transforming our trials into 
platforms for His glory.  
 
Imagine you're on a boat caught in a violent storm. The waves crash overhead, the sky is 
dark, and fear grips your heart. That was Paul's reality. Yet, while many would panic, he 
discerned God's will amid the danger and encouraged those around him. This is our first 
lesson today: discernment. When storms rage, are we able to see God's hand and 
direction? It's easy to be overwhelmed by the noise of the storm, but God calls us to 
soberly assess and discern His plan. In your own life, what storm are you facing? Maybe 
it's fear of an uncertain future, grief over loss, or anxiety about change. Yet God calls you, 
"Do not fear, I have redeemed you; you are mine." Allow this truth to awaken courage 
and faith in your heart today. As you reflect on Isaiah 43, ask yourself—how can I better 
trust God’s steadfast presence even when I’m walking through fiery trials or deep waters? 
Real leadership often begins with this quiet confidence in God's promises, enabling you 
not just to survive but to rise with God’s strength. Your storm can become your platform 
to showcase God’s unfailing love. Be encouraged—for you are never alone. God, the 
Creator who formed you by name, walks with you through every tempest. 
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Prayer 
Lord, help me to embrace Your presence in my storms. Teach me to discern Your voice 
above the chaos and to trust that You are with me when waters rise and fires blaze. 
Strengthen my courage and let me declare Your grace in every trial. Amen. 

 

Day 2 

Scripture Verse 
Acts 27:22-24 (NIV): "So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as 
he told me. Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island." Last night an angel of 
the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all 
who sail with you.’" 

Reflection 
Courage is not the absence of fear; it is the presence of faith in the face of fear. In the 
middle of a terrifying storm, Paul received a direct word from God through an angel—"Do 
not be afraid." This wasn’t empty optimism but a divine assurance rooted in God's 
sovereignty and faithfulness. Imagine the scene: the seas are violent, the ship tossing 
violently, and yet Paul stands as a pillar of peace and resolve. His courage came from 
hearing God’s voice, from knowing he belonged to God. Have you ever faced moments in 
life where fear threatens to paralyze you? Perhaps it was a crisis at work, a health scare, 
or fractured relationships. Like Paul, we can face these fears when we know that God is 
near, that He hasn't abandoned us. Reflect on Winston Churchill in WWII—surrounded by 
enemy forces, facing unthinkable loss—yet he declared, "We shall not fail now. Let us 
move forward steadfastly into the storm." This same spirit calls us today. Practical 
courage is birthed from daily communion with God, from listening to His promises. When 
Paul's strength came from God’s word, so too can ours. The storms will come, but we 
have God's loving words to hold onto — "I will give you courage. Be strong, do not fear. I 
am with you." Courage will enable you to encourage others, just like Paul encouraged the 
crew and prisoners on the ship. Consider your own storms: what anchors your courage? 
When the world seems to spiral out of control, hear God’s voice: He calls you to stand 
firm. Not by your power but by His grace, you possess courage to face whatever comes. 
Today, reflect on the ways God has faithfully spoken to you in times past, and let that fuel 
your boldness now. 

Prayer 
Father God, fill me with courage that springs from Your truth. When fear rushes in, remind 
me that You are with me. Help me to stand strong and be a beacon of hope to others in 
their darkness. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Day 3 

Scripture Verse 
Acts 28:8-9 (NIV): "His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul 
went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. When this 
had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured." 

Reflection 
Storms don’t just break us down—they create platforms for power to be displayed 
through faith. The Apostle Paul transformed his tempest into a testimony when he healed 
the father of Malta's leader and others on the island. Amid sickness, isolation, and fear, 
God’s power flowed through Paul to bring physical healing and spiritual renewal. Have 
you ever been discouraged by your circumstances, feeling powerless in your pain or 
setbacks? Paul’s example reminds us that God can use us as vessels of His healing power 
even when we feel weak or overlooked. Not long after a devastating shipwreck and 
snakebite, Paul ministered healing to many. How extraordinary! It is in the place of 
brokenness that God's power frequently shines brightest. Consider real-life stories where 
acts of kindness and healing in crises reshape communities and restore hope. Like the 
faithful believers during the Spanish flu pandemic, who, despite personal risk, showed 
God’s love through prayer and compassionate service. Even in COVID times, churches 
innovated, united, and stretched out hands to heal and feed the hurting. Your storm can 
be your platform to bring hope to others. In your place of pain, God’s power can be 
displayed. Perhaps He is calling you to radiate peace, to offer comfort, or to actively serve 
those in need around you. The journey through storms refines leadership qualities—
discernment, courage, decisiveness, peace, resilience, and power. These empower you 
not only to endure but to be a light and healer in your sphere. Remember, no matter the 
storms you’ve traversed or are enduring, God’s Spirit dwells in you, empowering you to 
be His healing presence. Let your faith in God’s promises lead you to minister grace to 
weary hearts around you and to glorify Him by making your storm a platform for His 
almighty power. 

Prayer 
Lord Jesus, empower me by Your Holy Spirit to be a channel of Your healing and hope. 
Help me to rise from my storms with resilience and unwavering faith, reflecting Your 
power to those around me. May my life glorify You amid every trial. Amen. 
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