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Sermon Synopsis

In this episode of World Impact, Dr. Billy Wilson delivers a moving sermon on “Authentic Purity”
from the Kidron Valley in Jerusalem, surrounded by ancient tombs in the shadow of the Temple
Mount. Sitting inside a tomb, he draws a vivid contrast between the outward cleansing rituals
of the Pharisees and the deeper inward purity that only Christ can bring. Speaking directly to a
generation longing for authenticity, Dr. Wilson challenges believers to pursue transformation of
the heart, not just appearances of holiness.

Through a careful exposition of Scripture, Dr. Wilson unpacks the seven woes Jesus pronounced
upon the Pharisees, exposing how their outward piety masked inward corruption. Their
hypocrisy stands as a warning to every believer that external religion without inward renewal
leads only to death. By contrast, Jesus calls His followers to live with integrity and honor,
reflecting His purity from the inside out.

This challenging word is paired with practical wisdom for daily life. Dr. Wilson offers ten steps
to cultivate authentic purity, including rejecting evil, fleeing temptation, and delighting in the
boundaries set by God’s Word. He emphasizes the importance of guarding the heart, seeking
accountability, and remaining vigilant against the subtle lure of sin. He further points to the
cross, the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, and the transforming influence of worship and
witness as essential means by which believers can walk in purity.

Preaching in the solemn setting of a tomb, Dr. Wilson makes the message intensely personal—
inviting listeners to seek the cleansing and renewal that only Jesus provides. He encourages
believers to boldly approach God’s throne of grace, receive forgiveness, and find strength to
live lives that please Him. The sermon closes with the sobering story of Absalom, whose inner
corruption led to his downfall, serving as a reminder of the urgency of maintaining a pure heart



before God. With clarity and conviction, Dr. Wilson calls this generation to embrace authentic
purity as a way of life, empowered by Christ and sustained by the Spirit.

Sermon Highlights

e Authentic purity is not about outward appearances but rather the cleansing of our inner
selves through the power and grace of Jesus Christ.

e Hypocrisy stands in stark contrast to authenticity, and like the Pharisees who Jesus
rebuked, we must avoid being 'whitewashed tombs' — pure on the outside but impure on
the inside.

e Purity should be a priority in our lives, and it is completely attainable through God's power
and the transformative work of the Holy Spirit within us.

e Practical steps toward authentic purity include shunning evil, running from temptation,
guarding one's heart, and finding accountability with faithful friends who will speak truth
into our lives.

e True purity is a reflection of our relationship with Christ and is demonstrated by living a
life congruent with His teachings, both internally and externally, for without holiness, no
one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14).

Scripture Verses
2 Corinthians 7:1

Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that
contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

Psalm 51:10
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Luke 12:1

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one
another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: 'Be on your guard against the yeast of
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.'

Matthew 23:3

So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not
practice what they preach.

Matthew 15:17-20

'Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body?
But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. For
out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony,
slander. These are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.'
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Matthew 23:27

'Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs,
which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and
everything unclean.’

Hebrews 12:14

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see
the Lord.

Matthew 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
1 Peter 1:15-17

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: 'Be holy, because |
am holy.' Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time
as foreigners here in reverent fear.

1 John 1:7-9

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.

Psalm 119:9
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word.
Galatians 5:16
So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
Proverbs 3:7
Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.
1 Corinthians 10:13

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide
a way out so that you can endure it.

Matthew 23:13-14

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom
of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying
to.
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Matthew 23:16-22

Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but anyone
who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that oath.’ You blind fools! Which is greater: the
gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it
means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by that oath.” You blind
men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? Therefore, anyone who
swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And anyone who swears by the temple
swears by it and by the one who dwells on it. And anyone who swears by heaven swears by God’s
throne and by the one who sits on it.

Matthew 23: 23-24

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices —
mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law — justice,
mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. You
blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.

Matthew 23:29-31

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets
and decorate the graves of the righteous. And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors,
we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.” So you testify
against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets.

Matthew 28:16-20

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am always with you, to the
very end of the age.”

Quotes

o "Authenticity, sincerity, being true to yourself is a big deal with Generation Z." - Dr. Billy
Wilson

o "Hypocrisy takes us away from authenticity. They are contradictory to one another." - Dr.
Billy Wilson

e "Purity is possible by God's power." - Dr. Billy Wilson

e "You can't play around with sin. Sin will destroy your life, your family, your destiny and
your future." - Dr. Billy Wilson
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Bible Study
Objectives

o To explore the concept of authentic purity as taught by Jesus Christ.

e To contrast the outward appearance of purity with the inward reality as exemplified by
the Pharisees.

e To understand the necessity of inward purity and how it can be achieved through Christ.

e To provide practical applications for believers to cultivate authentic purity in their daily
lives.

Reading and Reflections

e Read 2 Corinthians 7:1 and reflect on what it means to 'purify ourselves from everything
that contaminates body and spirit.'

e Meditate on Psalm 51:10 and consider what steps you can take to have God create a pure
heart within you.

e Review Luke 12:1 and reflect on the dangers of hypocrisy in your own life.

o Contemplate Matthew 23 and the series of woes pronounced by Jesus on the Pharisees,
applying the lessons to personal life.

Key Observations

e Authentic purity is a matter of the heart, not just external compliance with religious
practices.

e The Pharisees were criticized by Jesus for their hypocrisy — focusing on outward
appearance while their hearts were impure.

e True purity is achievable through the blood of Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the
application of God's Word.

e Purity is a holistic concept involving thoughts, actions, and intentions.

Personal Reflections
e How does my inner purity reflect my outward actions?
e In what ways have | struggled with hypocrisy in my own faith journey?
e Have I sought authentic purity through my relationship with Christ?
e What steps can | take to ensure that my pursuit of holiness is genuine and not just for
appearance?

Lessons for Daily Life

e Prioritize inner purity by engaging in regular self-examination and repentance.
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e Avoid hypocrisy by being consistent in word and deed and transparent with fellow
believers.

e Seek relationships and accountability that encourage spiritual growth and authentic
living.

e Embrace the grace of God as the foundation for personal holicity.

Practical Applications

e Engage in daily spiritual disciplines such as prayer, reading the Bible, and worship.

e Actively avoid situations that tempt or lead to sin, following Joseph's example of fleeing
from Potiphar's wife.

e Cultivate a joyful spirit by finding ways to have wholesome fun with friends and family.

e Guard your heart by monitoring what you watch, read, and listen to.

Challenges for the Week

e Each morning, ask God to create a clean heart within you and renew a steadfast spirit.

o Identify one area of hypocrisy in your life and take a step towards authenticity.

e Share the message of authentic purity with at least one person, discussing the importance
of inner transformation.

e Commit to one act of selfless service that reflects Christ's love without seeking
recognition.

Further Study

e Study the life of Joseph and reflect on his commitment to purity.

e Explore the concept of holiness as described in the book of Leviticus and its fulfillment in
New Testament teachings.

e Read biographies of Christian leaders known for their integrity and draw lessons from
their experiences.

e Delve into the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 and examine what they reveal about the attitudes
that lead to authentic purity.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You with hearts longing for the authenticity that Your Son,
Jesus, epitomized. As we seek to embrace the lessons of today's message, we ask for Your
guidance and strength to live lives marked by genuine purity. We repent of our own hypocrisies
and the ways in which we've focused on the external while neglecting the internal. Lord, create
within us clean hearts and renew a right spirit within us. May our lives be a testament to Your
transforming power and love. In the mighty name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1

Scripture Verse

2 Corinthians 7:1 (NIV): 'Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence
for God.'

Reflection

Prayer

Day 2

Consider the Pharisees, who were meticulous about external purity yet neglected the inner
sanctum of the heart. They were like cups, clean on the outside but within, brimming with
corruption. This is a stark reminder to us that true purity is not just a matter of outward
appearance or ritualistic compliance; it is a matter of the heart, the inner life. Purity is not a facade
we construct for others to see; it is the result of a deep cleansing by God's Spirit. Reflect on your
own life. Are there areas where you have been more concerned with appearances than with the
substance of your heart? Have you been more focused on what others think of you rather than
what God knows about you? It's time to invite God into the deepest recesses of your heart, to
cleanse and renew you from the inside out. This is the path to authentic purity, a life lived in
reverence to God, not for the applause of men.

Heavenly Father, create in me a pure heart, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Help me to
focus on the inward purity that You desire, rather than the outward appearance that the world
often judges. In Your holy name, Amen.

Scripture Verse

Psalm 51:10 (NIV): 'Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.'

Reflection

Prayer

David's plea for a pure heart is a powerful example of authentic repentance and desire for inner
purity. He knew that it wasn't enough to offer sacrifices or perform religious duties; true worship
required a heart aligned with God's. As we reflect on this verse, let us consider our own hearts.
Are we like David, seeking God earnestly for inner renewal? Or have we settled for a superficial
relationship with the Lord, one that checks the boxes but lacks depth? Let us strive for a steadfast
spirit, one that clings to God in the midst of trials and remains faithful. Reflect on the areas of your
life that need God's purifying touch. It could be unforgiveness, bitterness, or perhaps pride. Bring
these before God and ask for His cleansing power to work within you, so that your life may be a
testament to His grace and holiness.

Lord God, | long for a heart that is pure and a spirit that is steadfast. Wash away my iniquities and
cleanse me from my sin. May my life reflect Your holiness and love. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Day 3

Scripture Verse

Luke 12:1 (NIV): 'Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were
trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: 'Be on your guard
against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy."

Reflection

Hypocrisy is likened to yeast by Jesus; it's a small element that can permeate and inflate our entire
being with falsehood. The Pharisees were notorious for their hypocrisy, exuding righteousness
outwardly while being corrupt within. Today, reflect on the 'yeast' in your own life. Are there areas
where you have allowed hypocrisy to seep in? Are there aspects of your life where you profess
one thing but live out another? This is the day to confront those inconsistencies and seek the
Lord's help in removing them. Authentic purity is not achieved overnight, but through a steadfast
commitment to walking in truth and transparency, both before God and man. Let us ask God to
reveal the hidden corners of our hearts that we might be transformed by His truth, and live lives
that are genuinely reflective of His love and righteousness.

Prayer

Father, protect me from the yeast of hypocrisy. Help me to live a life that is consistent and true,
both in private and in public. May my actions always align with my professed beliefs, and may Your
truth guide me in all things. Amen.
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