
 

Authentic Community 
Bible Glossary: People & Places 
Jerusalem 
Sermon Reference 

Jerusalem, the city of the great king, the city of peace... the spiritual center of the world. 

Importance in the Bible 

Jerusalem is repeatedly referenced throughout the Bible as a place chosen by God to establish His 
Name there (1 Kings 11:36). It is the stage for numerous pivotal events, including the reign of King 
David, the building of Solomon’s temple, the ministry of Jesus Christ, and the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. It holds propheLc significance in eschatological scriptures such as in RevelaLon, where 
it is depicted as the New Jerusalem, a representaLon of God's eternal kingdom (RevelaLon 21:2). 

Background Context 

Jerusalem, a city that has been the bedrock of biblical history and the epicenter of spiritual events, 
is the capital of Israel. Its history spans thousands of years, with significant events such as King 
David establishing it as the capital of the united kingdom of Israel and Judah around 1000 B.C. 
Solomon, David’s son, later built the First Temple on Mount Moriah, where it is believed Abraham 
offered his son Isaac as a sacrifice to God.  

Over the centuries, Jerusalem has been destroyed, aXacked, and rebuilt mulLple Lmes. During 
Jesus’ Lme, it was under Roman control and was the site of His crucifixion, burial, and resurrecLon, 
landmarks that are central to ChrisLan faith. In AD 70, the Romans destroyed the Second Temple, 
leaving only the Western Wall or 'Wailing Wall' standing, which remains a sacred site for prayer. It 
is also the place where the Holy Spirit descended during the Day of Pentecost, marking the birth 
of the Church in Acts 2.  

In the context of the sermon, Jerusalem symbolizes the birthplace of the ChrisLan community and 
plays a pivotal role in the early church history. It hosts the sacred sites of Christendom and serves 
as a constant reminder of the faith's roots and the fulfillment of God's promises. Its menLon in a 
sermon serves to draw believers into reflecLon about historical faithfulness, the centrality of God 
in human history, and the ongoing spiritual significance of the city. The physical and spiritual legacy 
of Jerusalem conLnues to shape the collecLve ChrisLan narraLve and personal pilgrimages to the 
city remain a profound experience for the faithful. 
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Pentecost 
Sermon Reference 

Jerusalem was very criLcal on the day of Pentecost. The early church gathered, the Holy Spirit was 
poured out. 

Importance in the Bible 

Pentecost is described in Acts 2 as the fulfillment of Christ's promise to send the Holy Spirit. It is 
important as the beginning of the church age, the iniLaLng moment when the gospel began to 
spread beyond the ethnic boundaries of Judaism, fulfilling the Great Commission.  

Background Context 

Pentecost is a seminal event in the New Testament, occurring fi^y days a^er Jesus’ resurrecLon 
(the name 'Pentecost' comes from the Greek word 'pentēkostē', meaning 'fi^ieth'). It coincides 
with the Jewish fesLval of Shavuot, a harvest fesLval that also commemorates the giving of the 
Law to Moses at Sinai. During this Lme, devout Jews from various naLons were gathered in 
Jerusalem. This is the historical seang where the followers of Jesus were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as detailed in Acts 2, marking the birth of the ChrisLan 
Church.  

The Day of Pentecost signifies the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send the Comforter (John 14:26), 
who would empower His followers to bear witness to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The event 
was marked by miraculous signs such as the sound of a violent wind, the appearance of tongues 
of fire resLng on each of the apostles, and the gi^ of speaking in other languages. It also featured 
Peter’s powerful sermon that led to the conversion of about 3,000 souls, establishing the first 
ChrisLan community in Jerusalem.  

Pentecost remains a foundaLonal doctrine and an enduring symbol of the Holy Spirit’s 
transformaLve power in the lives of believers. It signifies the diversity of the body of Christ with 
the various languages spoken, symbolizing the universal reach of the gospel. It also iniLated a new 
era where ordinary men and women would carry the message of Christ with boldness and perform 
wonders in His name, despite persecuLon or hardship.  

In the context of the sermon, Pentecost underscores the formaLon of the ChrisLan community 
and the necessity of the Holy Spirit within that body. It acts as a reminder of a ChrisLan's idenLty 
within a broader history and narraLve—a community birthed out of a momentous spiritual 
outpouring, commissioned to conLnue a legacy of witness and fellowship in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Pentecost is a pivotal reminder of the church’s ongoing need for the Spirit's guidance and 
empowerment to fulfill its mission. 
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