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The Southern Steps on Temple Mount

Sermon Reference

The preacher is sitting in front of the Southern Steps on Temple Mount as he begins discussing the
power of the Holy Spirit and the history of Pentecost.

Importance in the Bible

The Southern Steps are central to the narrative of Acts 2, where the Holy Spirit descends upon the
apostles, enabling them to speak in other tongues and proclaim the gospel to the diverse crowds
gathered in Jerusalem. This location is emblematic of the fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy and the
empowerment of the apostles to carry the gospel to the 'ends of the earth.’

Background Context

The Southern Steps, located at the southern end of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, serve as a
significant archaeological and historical site. These steps led to the original entrance of the Second
Temple, which was constructed during the time of King Herod the Great and stood until its
destruction by the Romans in 70 AD. The steps were part of the pilgrims' journey as they ascended
to the Temple for worship and sacrifices, and they played a crucial role in the religious and social
life of ancient Jews. During the time of Jesus, the Southern Steps would have been bustling with
pilgrims and worshippers, especially during festivals such as Pentecost. It is near this location that
the Bible records the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples, marking the birth of the
Church (Acts 2).

This monumental event transformed the disciples and empowered them to spread the message
of Jesus Christ throughout the world. The Southern Steps are more than an archaeological
wonder; they are a testament to the faith and practice of ancient Judaism as well as the nascent
Christian movement. The steps represent a tangible connection to biblical history and serve as a
reminder of the profound events that took place in the vicinity, shaping the course of religious
history. The significance of the Southern Steps extends into Christian theology and spirituality. As
a place of convergence between the old and the new, between Jewish tradition and Christian
revelation, the steps symbolize the continuity and transition from the Old Covenant to the New
Covenant initiated by the coming of the Holy Spirit during Pentecost.



Peter

Sermon Reference

References to Peter in the sermon include his preaching on the day of Pentecost and the
conversion of 3,000 people.

Importance in the Bible

Peter's role in the Bible is instrumental as a primary leader of the early Church and as an example
of human frailty and divine grace. Peter's ministry laid the groundwork for the spread of
Christianity and his teachings continue to influence Christian thought and practice.

Background Context

Peter, originally named Simon, was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ and a prominent
figure in early Christianity. He was a fisherman by trade, hailing from Bethsaida in Galilee and later
residing in Capernaum. Peter was known for his impulsive nature, strong leadership, unwavering
loyalty to Christ (although he famously denied Jesus three times), and his subsequent restoration
and boldness after receiving the Holy Spirit.

Peter's significance in the Bible is highlighted by several key moments: his confession of Jesus as
the Messiah (Matthew 16:16), his witness to the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9), his role as a
leader in the early church, and his authorship of two New Testament epistles. His leadership in the
Jerusalem church and his vision in Joppa (Acts 10) were pivotal in opening the way for Gentiles to
be included in the Christian faith.After the ascension of Jesus, Peter took on a central role in the
early Church, preaching boldly and performing miracles.

His sermon on the day of Pentecost is particularly renowned, resulting in the baptism and
conversion of thousands. His leadership and evangelistic efforts were instrumental in establishing
the early Christian communities throughout the Mediterranean. Peter is regarded as the first
among the apostles and is often considered the first leader of the early Church. According to
tradition, Peter was martyred in Rome under Emperor Nero. He is venerated as a saint and as the
first bishop of Rome, making him a foundational figure not only in the Bible but also in the history
of Christian leadership and ecclesiology.

Upper Room (Cenacle)

Sermon Reference

The Upper Room is referred to as the traditional site of the Last Supper, the location where the
Holy Spirit baptized the disciples on the day of Pentecost, and a place of significant events in early
Christianity.
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Importance in the Bible

The Upper Room is of paramount importance in the Bible as it is intimately associated with the
Last Supper and the institution of the Eucharist. It is also where the apostles received the Holy
Spirit, which is considered the birth of the Church. As such, it is a key site of Christian pilgrimage,
representing themes of communion, revelation, and empowerment in the Christian faith.

Background Context

The Upper Room, also known as the Cenacle, is traditionally thought to be the site of the Last
Supper, where Jesus shared a final meal with his disciples before his crucifixion. Located on Mount
Zion in Jerusalem, the room is also associated with significant events in the Acts of the Apostles,
including the appearance of the resurrected Christ to the disciples and the descent of the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, which led to the speaking in tongues and the bold proclamation of
the gospel. The specific location of the original Upper Room is uncertain, but it is commemorated
at the site of the current Cenacle, which has a rich layered history.

The existing structure dates back to the Crusader period, though it has undergone numerous
transformations, reflecting the tumultuous history of Jerusalem. It has served as a place of worship
for early Jewish Christians, a medieval church, a mosque, and now a site of pilgrimage for
Christians from around the world. While the exact location and original structure of the Upper
Room may be lost to history, the Cenacle serves as an important symbol connecting Christians to
the events recorded in the New Testament.

It is a tangible reminder of the birth of the Church and the empowerment of the early believers,
marking the commencement of Christian mission to the world.The role of the Upper Room as a
place of Christian gathering, instruction, and worship in the years following Jesus' resurrection
demonstrates its significance as a cradle of early Christianity. It is a place where the disciples
waited in obedience for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and it remains a symbol of faith,
obedience, and the transformative power of the Holy Spirit throughout Christian history.

Ananias and Sapphira

Sermon Reference

Ananias and Sapphira are mentioned in relation to the Upper Room as individuals who died
because of their dishonesty.

Importance in the Bible

The account of Ananias and Sapphira highlights the sanctity of the early Christian community and
the expectation of integrity among believers. Their story serves as a cautionary tale about the
danger of hypocrisy and the importance of being truthful in one's dealings with God and the
fellowship of believers. It is a reminder of divine justice and the need for purity within the Church.

Background Context

Ananias and Sapphira were members of the early Christian community in Jerusalem. Their story is
recorded in Acts 5:1-11 as a sobering example of the consequences of deception and dishonesty
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within the Church. According to the account, the couple sold a piece of property and claimed to
donate all the proceeds to the community, while in reality, they withheld a portion for themselves.

The gravity of their action was not in the withholding of funds but in the deceitful claim that they
were giving the entire amount. This was an attempt to gain the same commendation as others
who had genuinely sold possessions and contributed the entire sum for the needs of the
community, such as Barnabas, who is presented as a contrasting figure in Acts 4:36-37. Their story
is significant because it occurred at a time when the early Church was characterized by unity,
generosity, and the presence of the Holy Spirit. Their deception was not just against the
community but was seen as a lie to the Holy Spirit. Ananias and Sapphira's immediate deaths upon
being confronted by the apostle Peter served as a stark warning to the Church about the
seriousness of honesty and integrity before God.

The incident involving Ananias and Sapphira had a profound impact on the early Church, instilling
a sense of fear and reverence for God. It underscored the importance of transparency and
truthfulness in the life of the Christian community and has been remembered throughout church
history as an example of the potential consequences of attempting to deceive God and the
community of believers.
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