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Zachariah

Sermon Reference
Zachariah is introduced as a priest in the holy place who receives a fresh visitation from
the angel Gabriel, announcing the forthcoming birth of his son John, a forerunner of the
Messiah. The sermon stresses his initial disbelief, the subsequent muteness, and eventual
proclamation of God's message upon naming his child, symbolizing openness to divine
shifts.

Importance in the Bible
Zachariah represents the last of the Old Testament priestly line to be instrumental in
preparing for the Messiah’s arrival. His experience encapsulates the transition between
the old covenant period, characterized by temple sacrifices and prophetic expectation,
and the new covenant inaugurated by Christ. The birth of his son, John the Baptist, fulfills
Isaiah’s prophecy about a forerunner who would prepare the people’s hearts. Zachariah’s
story underscores themes of faith, divine timing, and God’s sovereign orchestration,
making him a crucial figure in biblical salvation history and the theological foundation for
the shift from law to grace.

Background Context
Zachariah, a priest from the order of Abijah (Luke 1:5), served in the temple at Jerusalem
during the reign of Herod the Great. He was married to Elizabeth, who was described as
righteous but barren in their old age, highlighting the miraculous nature of their son’s
birth. The couple is significant as they represent God's faithful remnant during a time
marked by religious formalism and widespread spiritual longing.

His priestly role placed him in a position to witness and mediate sacred rites, symbolizing
Israel's religious heritage and covenantal relationship with God. The priesthood was a
hereditary office charged with temple duties, sacrifices, and spiritual intercession, thus
placing Zachariah at the nexus of Jewish worship culture just before the advent of Christ’s
ministry.The announcement by the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:11-20) to Zachariah interrupts a
period of divine silence following the Old Testament prophet Malachi, signaling a
paradigm shift: God is reintroducing active intervention in human history, now through
the imminent arrival of the Messiah. Zachariah's temporary muteness upon doubting the
angel’s message serves as both a sign and a humbling moment emphasizing faith's
necessity in God's unfolding plan.



Zachariah’s narrative is pivotal for the New Testament because it heralds the dawn of the
Messianic era. His story bridges the prophetic traditions of the Old Testament and the
fulfillment realized in the life of Jesus. Zachariah’s declaration of his son’s name, John,
which means 'Yahweh is gracious,' underscores the theological motif of grace initiating
the new covenant era.

Elizabeth

Sermon Reference
Elizabeth, described as old and barren, receives the promise of childbirth through an
angelic visitation to her husband Zachariah. She became the mother of John the Baptist.
Importance in the Bible
Elizabeth represents God's faithfulness in human weakness and the miraculous nature of
divine blessings that prepare the way for Christ. As the mother of John the Baptist, she
occupies a vital role in God’s redemptive plan, serving as the physical link between the
Old Testament priesthood and the new prophetic movement heralding Jesus.
Background Context
Elizabeth is a woman of priestly descent, married to Zachariah, and together they embody
faithful observance of the Law amidst an era perceived as spiritually stagnant. Her
barrenness is significant in biblical symbolism, often associated with judgment or divine
silence, thus her eventual conception signals an extraordinary divine action.

Her story reflects God's intervention in human barrenness to bring forth a pivotal
character in redemptive history, John the Baptist, who plays an essential role in bridging
the Old and New Testaments. Elizabeth’s pregnancy showcases God’s ability to overturn
natural circumstances to fulfill His divine promises, paralleling Old Testament miraculous
births such as Sarah and Hannah.

During her pregnancy, Elizabeth retreats from public life, yet her role intensifies as Jesus
visits her in the womb, causing the unborn John to leap with joy (Luke 1:39-45). This
prenatal recognition underscores the spiritual connection between Jesus and John,
heralding the new covenant’s arrival through a physical and spiritual testimony.

Elizabeth's narrative, though brief, is central in biblical history as it emphasizes God's
grace and sovereign choice in salvation history. She exemplifies faithful waiting and God's
faithfulness to His promises, highlighting the theme of divine timing and preparation
foundational to the unfolding of the Messianic age.
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John the Baptist

Sermon Reference
John the Baptist is highlighted as the messenger who ushers in the kingdom of God, calling
for repentance and preparing the people for the arrival of Jesus.

Importance in the Bible
John the Baptist is a cornerstone figure who stands at the juncture of two covenants. His
call for repentance and baptism prefigures Christian sacramental theology and the
emphasis on inner transformation. He prepares the way for Jesus by urging the people to
renounce their past and embrace God’s kingdom.

Background Context
John the Baptist is the prophetic figure who fulfills the Old Testament anticipation of a
forerunner who prepares the Messiah’s way (Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1). Born miraculously
to Zachariah and Elizabeth in their old age, John’s life mission was divinely ordained to
call Israel to repentance and readiness for God’s kingdom (Luke 1:76-77). His unique
ascetic lifestyle—clothing of camel's hair and diet of locusts and wild honey—signifies a
radical departure from societal norms, emphasizing his role as a moral and spiritual
reformer.

John ministered primarily in the wilderness (Matthew 3:1), symbolizing purification and
separation from the corrupt temple establishment. He baptized those willing to repent as
a tangible sign of cleansing and preparation for the Messiah’s imminent arrival. His
baptism of Jesus on the Jordan River marked the commencement of Jesus’ public ministry
and affirmed Jesus as the Son of God (Matthew 3:13-17).

John’s bold confrontations with religious leaders and kings underline his fearless
commitment to truth and justice (Mark 6:17-29). He epitomizes the final Old Testament
prophet, bridging the prophetic tradition with the new covenant, and his martyrdom
foreshadows the cost of fidelity to God’s mission

John’s ministry sets the paradigm for radical repentance and embodies the shift from Old
Testament ceremonial systems to a new spiritual awakening empowered by the Holy
Spirit. His message of repentance and preparation makes him indispensable in the
narrative of salvation history, as he is the herald who articulates and facilitates God’s
transformative shift through Christ.

Mary

Sermon Reference
Mary is introduced as a young virgin who receives an angelic visitation from Gabriel,
informing her she will bear the Christ child. She is portrayed as favored among women, a
central figure in the fresh visitation from heaven signaling a new epoch in God’s plan.
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Importance in the Bible
Mary's role is central to Christian theology and history as the mother of Jesus Christ, the
incarnate Word of God. She signifies the human participation in God’s redemptive work
and is celebrated for her obedience and faith. Her willingness to accept God’s plan heralds
the beginning of the new covenant and encapsulates the theme of divine initiative
meeting human openness.

Background Context
Mary of Nazareth, a young virgin from the tribe of Judah, emerges as a pivotal figure in
salvation history through her obedience and faith in response to Gabriel's annunciation
(Luke 1:26-38). Her virginity is viewed in biblical theology as a sign of purity and divine
intervention, underscoring the miraculous nature of Jesus’ conception by the Holy Spirit
rather than by human means.

Mary’s social context as a Galilean woman from a modest background contrasts with her
extraordinary role as Theotokos, 'God-bearer.' Her acceptance of God’s call exemplifies
humility and submission to divine will, which models faithful discipleship for Christian
believers. Throughout the Gospels, Mary participates actively in Jesus’ ministry, from the
nativity narratives through to the crucifixion and resurrection events, signifying her
enduring bond with the incarnate Son of God. Her presence at key moments highlights
her spiritual insight and exemplary faith, even amid perplexity and sorrow.

Azusa Street Revival

Sermon Reference
The Azusa Street Revival is described as the first wave of the Holy Spirit-empowered
movement, from which traditional Pentecostalism arose. It signifies a historical spiritual
awakening marked by signs, wonders, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Background Context
The Azusa Street Revival (1906-1915) centered in Los Angeles is one of the most
significant spiritual awakenings in modern Pentecostal history. Led by William J. Seymour,
an African American preacher, this movement was characterized by interracial worship,
ecstatic spiritual experiences, speaking in tongues, healings, and other charismatic gifts.
It marked the globalization of Pentecostalism and challenged existing denominational
boundaries.

The revival occurred in a socio-cultural context marked by racial segregation,
industrialization, and social upheaval in the United States. The inclusive and Spirit-
empowered nature of the movement offered a radical alternative to traditional church
structures, emphasizing direct encounter with God through the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).
This spiritual renewal was remarkable for its egalitarian nature and the democratization
of spiritual gifts.

Azusa Street laid the groundwork for the rapid spread of Pentecostalism internationally,
influencing movements like the charismatic renewal and the independent Spirit-

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



empowered churches. It represented the convergence of late 19th-century holiness
movements and early 20th-century revivalism, articulating a holistic spirituality that
integrates worship, healing, and social transformation.

Theologically, the revival reaffirmed New Testament pneumatology and ecclesiology,
bringing the Pentecostal emphasis on Spirit baptism into the broader Christian
mainstream. Its enduring legacy is a testament to the dynamic movement of the Holy
Spirit in history and continues to shape contemporary Christian practice and mission.

Smith Wigglesworth

Sermon Reference
Smith Wigglesworth is referenced as a major character of the early Pentecostal
movement, an evangelist known for his faith and healing ministry. His work is indicative
of the powerful demonstrations of the Holy Spirit during the first wave of Pentecostalism.
Background Context
Smith Wigglesworth (1859-1947), a British evangelist, holds a prominent place in
Pentecostal history for his remarkable faith healing ministry. Initially a plumber by
profession, Wigglesworth experienced a radical conversion and subsequent
empowerment by the Holy Spirit, which resulted in a worldwide ministry characterized
by preaching, miracle healings, and prophetic insight.

His ministry occurred during the early 20th century, overlapping with the Azusa Street
Revival and the Welsh Revival. He became renowned for his uncompromising faith and
emphasis on the authority of Jesus’ name, boldly praying for the sick and witnessing
numerous healings according to New Testament patterns. Wigglesworth’s life
exemplified the experiential and demonstrative aspects of Pentecostal spirituality.

He was notable for bridging social and denominational divides, ministering widely across
churches and geographic areas. His writings, such as 'Ever Increasing Faith,' provide
practical teachings on faith, healing, and spiritual gifts, influencing generations of
Pentecostal believers and leaders worldwide.

Wigglesworth’s ministry also represents the continuity of the biblical apostolic heritage
in the modern era, especially regarding the operation of spiritual gifts and divine healing.
His legacy underscores the sermon’s emphasis on supernatural shifts and fresh works of
the Holy Spirit as essential markers in Christian revival and renewal.
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Aimee Semple McPherson

Sermon Reference
Aimee Semple McPherson is mentioned as a flamboyant evangelist who founded one of
the largest Pentecostal churches in Los Angeles in 1924. Her ministry combined signs,
wonders, healings, and social compassion during events like the Great Depression.
Background Context
Aimee Semple McPherson (1890-1944) was a pioneering Pentecostal evangelist and
media innovator who founded the Foursquare Church. Her ministry thrived in the early
20th century when Pentecostalism was expanding amid cultural shifts marked by
urbanization and economic hardship. Known for her theatrical preaching style and use of
radio, she brought Pentecostal teachings to a broad audience.

Her flagship church in Los Angeles, the Angelus Temple, could seat 10,000 people and was
a hub for healing services, evangelistic crusades, and charitable outreach, notably feeding
thousands during the Great Depression. McPherson exemplified an integration of
spiritual renewal with social action, embodying a holistic gospel approach.

She faced controversy but remained influential by blending charismatic spirituality with
mass communication techniques, pioneering religious media evangelism. Her ministry
helped establish Pentecostalism as a significant and respected Christian movement in the
United States. McPherson’s legacy includes establishing structures for Pentecostal
worship, missions, and education, bridging traditional church forms with revivalist
spirituality. Her life reflects the sermon's emphasis on new expressions of the Spirit’s
movement and the expansion of Christianity through bold, innovative leadership.

Oral Roberts

Sermon Reference
Oral Roberts is identified as one of the leading Pentecostal healing evangelists active in
large crusades from the 1950s onward. He founded Oral Roberts University and
emphasized teaching about the Holy Spirit through a dedicated research center.

Background Context
Oral Roberts (1918-2009) was a prominent American Pentecostal evangelist and faith
healer whose ministry significantly influenced the Charismatic and Pentecostal
movements of the mid-20th century. His emphasis on divine healing and prosperity
gospel introduced new dimensions to Pentecostal theology and practice.Beyond
evangelistic crusades marked by dynamic preaching and healing events, Roberts
pioneered the establishment of Oral Roberts University in 1963, a major educational
institution integrating charismatic spirituality with higher education, committed to
producing Spirit-empowered Christian leaders.
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He contributed heavily to religious broadcasting and media, extending the reach of
Pentecostalism globally. His leadership style combined Pentecostal fervor with
organizational acumen, enabling the movement to institutionalize without losing its
charismatic vitality.Roberts' legacy includes the ongoing research and documentation of
the Holy Spirit’s work through the Holy Spirit Research Center, fostering scholarship and
historical awareness about Pentecostalism’s roots and ongoing dynamics. His life
epitomizes the sermon's theme of God’s shifting movement through fresh visitations and
new openness to Spirit-led advancement.

William Branham

Sermon Reference
William Branham is cited alongside other healing evangelists in the 1950s whose crusades
demonstrated the power of God to heal and shift Christian spiritual experience.
Background Context
William Branham (1909-1965) was a Pentecostal prophet and healing evangelist,
regarded by many as a key progenitor of the post-World War Il healing revival movement
in America and globally. His ministry was distinguished by claimed miraculous healings,
prophetic revelations, and angelic visitations.

Branham’s teachings and ministry practices have been controversial, with both
widespread influence and criticism. Nonetheless, his role in popularizing Pentecostal
healing evangelism contributed to the establishment of charismatic renewal movements
that continue to impact global Christianity.

Teal Osborne

Sermon Reference
Teal Osborne is mentioned alongside Oral Roberts and William Branham as part of the
1950s healing evangelism movement that demonstrated God's power in large crusades.
Background Context
Teal Osborne (1920-2000) was an American Pentecostal evangelist who rose to
prominence as a healing minister during the mid-20th century healing revival. Influenced
by predecessors like Oral Roberts and William Branham, Osborne gained recognition
through miracle healing campaigns and revival meetings across the United States.

Osborne emphasized simplicity in faith and the authority of believers to pray for the sick,
resonating with the biblical model of healing ministry found in the Gospels and Acts. His
work strengthened the church’s emphasis on experiential demonstration of the Spirit's
gifts, especially healing and miracles.
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Notre Dame Meeting (1972)

Sermon Reference
The 1972 meeting at the University of Notre Dame is referenced as a key event where the
Holy Spirit was poured out on charismatic Catholics, marking the spread of charismatic
renewal into mainline denominations and symbolizing unity within the Spirit’s move.
Background Context
The 1972 meeting at Notre Dame University illustrates the mounting impact of the
charismatic renewal movement, particularly within the Roman Catholic Church and
mainline Protestant denominations. This event represented a significant breakthrough,
where believers across denominational lines experienced renewed charismatic gifts such
as speaking in tongues, prophecy, and healing.

Occurring two decades after the Azusa Street Revival, the charismatic renewal expanded
Pentecostal spiritual dynamics beyond denominational boundaries, fostering ecumenical
openness and spiritual vitality. The Notre Dame meeting provided a visible and public
affirmation of the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work in the broader Christian community.

This gathering symbolized growing unity among diverse Christian traditions, embodying
the sermon's theme of fresh openness and unity during times of spiritual shift. The
participant’s shared experiences broke down barriers of theological division, leading to
new cooperative ministries, mutual recognition of charismatics, and the unfolding of
God's work across denominational lines and cultural contexts.
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