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Sermon Synopsis

In this thought-provoking episode of World Impact, Dr. Billy Wilson speaks directly to
Generation Z, urging them to embrace a life of wholehearted commitment to Jesus Christ. With
a tone both pastoral and challenging, he frames this generation as uniquely positioned to make
extraordinary contributions to the kingdom of God. Through a blend of biblical examples,
historical accounts, and modern testimonies, he calls young believers to rise above fear,
surrender fully to Christ, and step courageously into their divine assignments in today’s world.

Dr. Wilson highlights biblical figures whose stories illustrate the depth and cost of true
commitment. He recalls Zipporah, the wife of Moses, who left her home and embraced an
uncertain journey, even performing the covenant act of circumcision on her son as a sign of full
obedience to God’s mission (Exodus 4). He also points to Timothy, who willingly submitted to
circumcision in order to join Paul’s ministry, a striking example of a young disciple’s readiness to
endure personal sacrifice for the sake of the gospel. Both narratives emphasize the courage and
devotion God desires from His people.

The message then bridges Scripture with modern testimony. Dr. Wilson recounts the story of
John Allen Chau, a young missionary who gave his life attempting to reach the unreached
Sentinelese tribe, as well as the legacy of David Livingstone, whose dedication to Africa’s
salvation cost him years of suffering and ultimately his life. These stories highlight the weight of
commitment and ask a piercing question: what cause will believers give their lives to, and
where will their hearts be buried?

Dr. Wilson grounds this call to commitment in the promises of Psalm 37:3-5, which assures that
those who trust, delight, and commit their way to the Lord will find their deepest desires
fulfilled in Him. Yet, he acknowledges the fears that hold many back—uncertainty about the



future, questions about relationships, and anxiety over God’s calling. With pastoral
encouragement, he reminds listeners that surrendering these fears leads not to loss but to the
greatest opportunities and the lasting presence of God.

The episode closes with a heartfelt invitation for Generation Z—and all believers—to choose
the path of faith-filled commitment. Dr. Wilson emphasizes that such a decision is not a burden
but a privilege, a way of participating in God’s redemptive work in the world. His message
affirms that this generation has the courage and capacity to make history for God’s glory if they
fully surrender to His call.

Scripture Verses

Psalm 37:3-5
Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Take delight in
the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to him, to the
Lord; trust in him and he will do this.

Exodus 4:24-26
At a lodging place on the way, the Lord met Moses and was about to kill him. But Zipporah
took a flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskin and touched Moses’ feet with it. 'Surely you
are a bridegroom of blood to me,' she said. So the Lord let him alone. (At that time she
said 'bridegroom of blood,' referring to circumcision.)

Acts 16:1-3
Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose
mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. The believers at Lystra
and lconium spoke well of him. Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he
circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew well that his
father was a Greek.

Revelation 7:9-10
After this | looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.
And they cried out in a loud voice: 'Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.'

Quotes

e "l believe Generation Z will make the greatest commitments ever to Christ, and they will
see the greatest works done in their generation of any generation in the history of the
world." - Dr. Billy Wilson

e "Many times, God calls us to make significant life commitments that are painful, that are
difficult, and that are very uncomfortable in order to fulfill his calling." - Dr. Billy Wilson

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



"God is calling a new generation to give their all, like Zipporah, like Timothy, like John
Chau, and David Livingstone, to make the ultimate commitments necessary to fulfill the
opportunities before us and take the gospel to the end of the earth." - Dr. Billy Wilson
"If you follow Jesus, wherever He asks you to go will be the greatest opportunity of your
lifetime. And having Him with you through it all will be amazing and wonderful." - Dr. Billy
Wilson

"When you make the commitment, on the other side of that commitment is the fullness
of God's presence and the desire of your heart." - Dr. Billy Wilson
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Bible Study

Objectives

e Understand the importance of commitment in fulfilling God's calling from the example of
Generation Z.

e Reflect on biblical examples of commitment including Zipporah, Timothy, John Chau, and
David Livingstone.

e Recognize the spiritual challenges and sacrifices involved in wholehearted dedication to
God's will.

e Encourage believers to embrace commitment courageously despite fears or
uncertainties.

o Apply lessons of faithfulness and sacrifice to personal walk with Christ today.

Reading and Reflections

e Psalm 37:3-5 - Encouragement to commit our ways to the Lord and trust in His provision.

e Exodus 4:24-26 - Zipporah’s decisive commitment that preserved Moses' life and ministry.

e Acts 16:1-3 - Timothy’s circumcision as a symbolic, painful commitment to gospel mission.

e Revelation 7:9-10 - The vision of every tribe worshiping Jesus, underscoring mission's
eternal impact.

o Reflection on John Chau’s ultimate sacrifice to reach the unreached Sentinelese people.

e David Livingstone’s lifelong dedication to Africa, even unto death.

Key Observations

¢ Commitment often requires sacrifice, pain, and stepping into the unknown.

e True commitment to God includes family, lifestyle, mission, and spiritual covenant.

e The call of God challenges believers to leave comfort zones and earthly securities.

e Generation Z, like biblical figures, is positioned to be a generation of historic impact.
e Faithfulness often demands persevering through frustration, fear, and hardship.

o Ultimate fulfillment and eternal reward follow wholehearted surrender to God’s plan.

Personal Reflections

e Am | willing to trust God fully, even through difficult seasons of commitment?

o What areas of my life require a deeper, perhaps uncomfortable, surrender to God today?

e How do the examples of Zipporah and Timothy challenge my concept of faithfulness?

e Dol embrace the ‘unknown’ journey God might be calling me to?

e What fears hold me back from full obedience — in mission, relationships, or personal
growth?

e Am | prepared to make sacrifices to see God’s glory revealed through my life?
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Lessons for Daily Life

e Commitment to Christ transforms ordinary relationships and daily decisions into acts of
worship.

e Trusting God involves both delighting in Him and committing actions to His guidance.

e Sacrifice is not just loss but privilege in God’s kingdom.

e Facing fears with faith leads to spiritual breakthroughs and blessings beyond our
imagination.

e Commitment requires endurance; highs and lows are part of the journey toward fulfilling
God’s call.

e We each have a unique calling and destiny worth laying down all for.

Practical Applications

e |dentify one area in life where you need to move from hesitation to full commitment to
God's plan.

e Pray daily Psalm 37:3-5, surrendering your desires and trusts to God’s faithful provision.

e Seek accountability from a mature believer regarding your commitments, especially in
relationships and ministry.

o Be willing to step out of your comfort zone — whether through service, mission, or
spiritual growth.

e Reflect on personal ‘circumcision moments’—areas requiring painful but necessary
consecration.

e Encourage a young believer, especially in Generation Z, to courageously embrace God’s
call.

Challenges for the Week

e Face one fear you have regarding God’s call by taking a concrete step of faith.

e Commit to reading and meditating daily on a Scripture passage about godly commitment.

e Write a personal letter of commitment to God outlining your willingness to follow Him
fully.

e Reach out and support a missionary or believer making significant sacrifices for the
gospel.

o Fast or set aside a time for deeper prayer seeking clarity and courage to obey God’s call.

o Reflect on the legacy you want to leave. Where will your heart be buried?

Further Study

e Exodus chapters 3-4 — God’s commissioning of Moses and the challenges of obedience.

e Acts chapters 15-16 — The early church’s missionary journeys and challenges of cultural
commitment.

e 2 Timothy — Paul’s letter instructing Timothy in faithfulness and endurance.
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e Hebrews 11 — The hall of faith illustrating commitment and trust in God despite
hardships.

e Study the biography and writings of David Livingstone for an example of lifetime
commitment.

e Research modern missionary stories, including John Chau, to understand real-life cost of
discipleship.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You with hearts open and willing. We thank You for the
examples of those like Zipporah, Timothy, John Chau, and David Livingstone who inspire us
through their faith and commitment. Lord, stir in us the courage to embrace Your call fully —
even when it is difficult, even when it demands sacrifice. Help us to trust You with all our heart,
to commit our ways to You, and to delight in Your presence. Strengthen our resolve to be a
generation that boldly follows You and impacts the world for Your glory. May we lay down our
lives as living sacrifices, and may our hearts be found faithful on that great day. In Jesus’ mighty
name, we pray. Amen.
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1

Scripture Verse

Psalm 37:3-5 (NIV) - "Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe
pasture. Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Commit
your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this."

Reflection

Prayer

When God calls us to commit, He is inviting us into a journey of trust—a trust that
embraces both highs and lows. In the story of Zipporah, we see a woman faced with a
challenge deeply unsettling: leaving behind her home and entering a spiritual battlefield
alongside Moses. Commitment in God’s kingdom is never easy; it demands faith beyond
sight and courage beyond comfort. Like Zipporah took a knife to fulfill God's covenant,
sometimes God asks us to act decisively and even painfully to secure our place and our
calling in His plan. This kind of commitment resonates deeply today, especially with
Generation Z, who face fear of the unknown and hesitation in sacrificial loyalty. But Psalm
37 reminds us that trust and delight in the Lord unlock the desires of our hearts—not as
we selfishly envision, but as God’s best for us. It’s a call to wholly commit, to align our
ways with His divine path. When we do, even in times of discomfort or sacrifice, His
promise is sure: He will act on our behalf. Imagine a young person today, receptive but
hesitant, wrestling with fear of giving up comfort or stepping into new challenges. Yet
here stands Zipporah—a model of courage and faith, saying, "l am all in. God’s way is my
way." Her commitment not only shaped her destiny but secured the advancement of
God’s redemptive plan for Israel. This inspires us: Are we willing to step out in faith and
trust God’s promises, committing fully to His call, whatever the cost? Reflecting on this
means confronting personal fears and excuses. Do we trust God enough to walk in
obedience, even when the path is unclear? Can we delight in Him enough to surrender
our own agendas? Today's world tempts us to hold back, to avoid pain and uncertainty.
But God's Word assures us that true security lies in trust and committed obedience. So,
may we choose to dwell in His presence—our safe pasture—and commit our ways to Him
fully.

Lord, help me to trust You completely and to commit my way to You fully. Teach me to

delight in Your presence and to embrace Your path with courage, even when it is difficult.
Strengthen my faith to say, "l am all in," just as Zipporah did. Amen.
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Day 2

Scripture Verse

Acts 16:1-3 (NIV) - "Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named
Timothy lived, whose mother was Jewish and a believer, but whose father was a Greek.
The believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. Paul wanted to take him along on
the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they
all knew that his father was a Greek."

Reflection

Prayer

Timothy’s story stands as a remarkable example of commitment that requires sacrifice
and trust amid apparent contradictions. Though Timothy loved Christ and was ready to
join Paul's missionary journey, he was asked to undergo circumcision—a painful and
deeply personal procedure. To the modern ear, this seems paradoxical: preaching gospel
freedom and yet being required to submit to an old covenant sign. Yet Timothy’s
willingness to endure this physical sacrifice highlights the profound truth that
commitment to God’s mission often involves surrendering personal comfort and
negotiating complex realities with faith. Think of a young believer today, eager to serve
but confronted by challenges that seem unfair or illogical. Like Timothy, we might ask,
“Why must | give up this? Why undergo this hardship?” Yet God’s call requires the whole
heart—and sometimes the whole body. Timothy's story encourages us that the pain and
seeming contradictions are parts of the journey when entering new spiritual seasons or
callings. This teaches us a vital lesson for our own commitment: the steps God asks us to
take won’t always be comfortable, fully understood, or easy. Frequently, they require us
to let go of familiar ways and undergo transformation, molding us into vessels ready for
God's purposes. Timothy’s obedience opened a door to extraordinary ministry,
partnership, and impact. We live in a generation where 'commitment' can sound scary,
where fear of pain or sacrifice causes hesitation. But like a runner who pushes through
the burn to reach the finish line, God’s greatest works unfold through perseverance and
faithful obedience even when it doesn't make full sense at the time. Today, commit to
any step God is asking—no matter how difficult or puzzling. Your faithfulness could set in
motion divine history.

Father, grant me the courage and faith to obey Your calling fully, even when the path is

challenging and confusing. Help me to trust that every sacrifice and step fortifies me for
Your kingdom’s work. Prepare me to serve with a whole heart like Timothy. Amen.
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Day 3

Scripture Verse

Psalm 37:4 (NIV) - "Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart."

Reflection

Prayer

John Allen Chau’s story is profoundly stirring—a testament of ultimate commitment. Here
was a young man compelled by the Spirit to bring the gospel to one of the most
unreachable peoples on earth, the North Sentinelese. Despite knowing the immense
dangers, including death, he pressed forward, driven by a divine burden for the lost. His
letters reveal a heart ablaze with passion for Christ and a willingness to lay down life itself,
echoing Jesus' call to 'take up your cross.' John’s journey beckons us to consider: What
are the desires of your heart? Do you delight in the Lord so deeply that your greatest
desires align with His purposes—even unto sacrifice? His story is not just about physical
courage but about spiritual priority. Like David Livingstone, who declared, "My Jesus, my
King, my life, my all," John Chau exemplified the powerful reality that commitment to
God’s mission transcends earthly fears and gains eternal significance. This level of
commitment challenges us personally. We often hesitate when God calls us beyond our
comfort zones. The teenagers surveyed said they feared where God would ask them to
go and whom He would ask them to love. Yet the invitation remains: wherever and
whoever, Jesus with us makes every path the most meaningful journey we could walk.
Every believer is called to a life of sacrificial commitment—maybe not a heroic missionary
journey to a remote island, but a daily walk of faith, obedience, and love that might cost
us time, reputation, relationships, or comfort. The question remains: where will they bury
your heart? Will your passion and commitment testify of a life fully surrendered to God’s
will? Remember, delighting in the Lord rewires our desires; when we place Him first, He
shapes our dreams into His divine destiny for us. Today, reflect on your own calling. Are
you willing to step forward, say "Yes" to God’s mission for your life, and commit fully to
the path He lays before you? The rewards are eternal, the opportunity unmatched, and
the God who calls is faithful to supply every strength you need.

Lord, deepen my delight in You and align the desires of my heart with Your perfect will.

Help me to embrace the call You have placed on my life, wherever it leads, with courage
and unwavering faith. May my commitment honor You wholly. Amen.
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