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Zipporah

Sermon Reference
Zipporah is described as a Midianite woman, daughter of Jethro, who became wife to
Moses while he was in the wilderness tending sheep. She is featured prominently in the
episode discussing the significance of commitment, exemplified especially in the account
where she circumcises her son to fulfill the covenantal requirement necessary for Moses’
mission to Egypt (Exodus 4:24-26). Her story serves as an illustration of wholehearted
commitment and sacrifice required to follow God's calling.

Importance in the Bible
Zipporah’s biblical importance goes beyond her role as Moses’ wife. She exemplifies the
essential nature of covenantal faithfulness within God’s plan. Her act of circumcision
ensured Moses’ compliance with the Abrahamic covenant, making it impossible for him
to claim leadership over God's chosen people without symbolically aligning his household
to God's promises. The incident where she intercedes saves not only Moses’ life but the
success of the Exodus mission—a pivotal turning point in redemptive history. Zipporah’s
story highlights God's requirement of commitment not only from leaders but from those
closest to them to fulfill divine destiny. Her example shows that God's call often requires
radical sacrifice, trust in the unknown, and readiness to stand firm amid spiritual conflict.
For the church today, Zipporah serves as a model of courage and partnership in ministry.
Her faith and action bear witness to the reality that deliverance and covenant keeping
transcended ethnic and social boundaries to include Gentile participation in God’s
overarching redemptive plan.

Background Context
Zipporah enters biblical narrative in the book of Exodus during the period of Moses’ exile
in Midian. Moses fled Egypt after killing an Egyptian when defending a Hebrew slave, and
found refuge by the well where he defended the daughters of Jethro from shepherds or
vagabonds. One of these daughters was Zipporah. Her father Jethro was a Midianite priest
and leader, indicating she came from a family with a religious and tribal leadership role.
Moses married Zipporah, marking his integration into Midianite society, where he lived
as a shepherd for 40 years.

The Midianites were descendants of Midian, a son of Abraham by Keturah (Genesis 25:1-
2). They were nomadic tribes inhabiting regions of the wilderness east of the Red Sea,
known for their polytheistic practices. Zipporah's marriage to Moses represents a deep



merging of his Egyptian royal upbringing, Hebrew lineage, and Midianite rural existence.
This tripartite cultural exposure uniquely positioned Moses for leadership over Israel.

Central to Zipporah's scriptural prominence is the passage in Exodus 4:24-26, where an
enigmatic event occurs: God seeks to kill Moses during his return to Egypt to demand
Pharaoh release the Israelites. Zipporah, grasping the issue involves the covenantal sign
of circumcision, swiftly circumcises her son and touches Moses’ feet with the foreskin,
averting divine wrath. This act demonstrates Zipporah’s decisive faith and understanding
of covenant obedience, which saved Moses and enabled him to continue his divinely
appointed mission.

Theologically, Zipporah is critical as a figure who represents the vital role of household
fidelity and covenantal obedience in God’s plan for deliverance. She transitions from
being a Midianite outsider to an integral member in the unfolding history of God's people.
Her willingness to leave her home and enter the dangerous calling alongside Moses
exhibits the theme of sacrificial commitment, especially relevant today for believers
contemplating costly obedience.

Jethro

Sermon Reference
Mentioned as Zipporah’s father, Jethro was a Midianite clansman and priest who
welcomed Moses into his family when Moses fled Egypt. He plays a background role
emphasizing the environment from which Zipporah came and the spiritual heritage
Moses entered by marriage.

Importance in the Bible
Jethro embodies the role of a God-fearing Gentile whose wisdom and spiritual leadership
profoundly impacted Moses and the emerging Israelite community. His guidance on
governance became foundational for the organizational structure of Israel during its
formative years. Jethro’s presence also demonstrates God’s use of people outside the
covenant community to further His purposes, reinforcing the biblical motif of God’s
inclusive plan for salvation. He reminds believers that divine wisdom often transcends
cultural and ethnic boundaries. This perspective invites a broader understanding of God’s
work through all peoples and reiterates the importance of wise counsel and faithful
leadership within the community of faith.

Background Context
Jethro (also called Reuel in some passages) was a prominent Midianite priest, whose
significance appears not only in his familial connection with Moses but also in his wise
counsel to Moses during the Exodus. The Midianites descended from Abraham, marking
them as distant relatives to the Israelites, yet culturally and religiously different. Jethro’s
priestly role as a Midianite leader in Midian (modern northwest Arabia) placed him in a
position of spiritual authority, overseeing religious practices distinct from the Hebrew
faith, making his Jewish son-in-law’s role a unique intersection of faith traditions.
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The book of Exodus emphasizes Jethro's wisdom when he visits the Israelite camp in the
wilderness after the deliverance from Egypt. Notably, he advised Moses to delegate
judicial responsibilities to capable men to help govern effectively (Exodus 18). This
counsel had far-reaching influence on the establishment of God’s governance among the
Israelites and illustrates how God uses non-Israelite figures to aid His purposes.

Jethro’s relationship to Moses and Israel was complex but pivotal. As Moses’ father-in-
law and guide for Moses in shepherding leadership, Jethro represents an archetype of
Gentile godliness intersecting with Israelite destiny. His acceptance of Moses into his
family symbolized openness toward God's unfolding plan and a bridge between two
cultures, foreshadowing the eventual inclusion of Gentiles in God's redemptive purposes.

Jethro’s presence in the biblical narrative underscores the theme that God’s plan
encompasses not just Israel but the nations. His character stands out as someone who
recognizes God’s power and supports Moses' leadership, highlighting the collaborative
roles individuals from various backgrounds play in God’s sovereign plan.

Timothy

Sermon Reference
Timothy is introduced as a young man from Derbe/Lystra who was circumsized by Paul in
order to accompany him on missionary journeys. His story is used as an example of a
Generation Z figure who faced the challenge of making painful personal commitments to
fulfill God’s calling (Acts 16:1-3).

Importance in the Bible
Timothy stands as a quintessential example of faithful Christian leadership under
pressure. He illustrates how sincere commitment, even involving painful or culturally
difficult concessions, is necessary to fulfill God’s purposes. Timothy’s ministry
underscores the early Church’s strategic mission to both Jew and Gentile, showing that
the gospel transcends cultural divisions. His life and work, commemorated through the
Pauline epistles bearing his name, offer timeless instruction on obedience, mentorship,
and spiritual growth. For believers today, Timothy’s example is a reminder that God calls
the young and often entrusts them with significant responsibility in advancing His
Kingdom.

Background Context
Timothy was a disciple of Jesus Christ introduced in the New Testament as a young
Christian raised in the city of Lystra in the Roman province of Galatia. He was the son of a
Jewish Christian mother, Eunice, and a Greek father, which placed him in a unique cultural
position within the early church—a bridge between Jewish and Gentile communities. His
upbringing in a mixed household exposed him to both Hellenistic and Jewish traditions,
which shaped him for service in the multicultural mission field of the early Christian
Church.
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Paul’s meeting with Timothy during his second missionary journey marks a pivotal
moment. Paul wanted Timothy to join him but requested that Timothy be circumcised to
avoid unnecessary offense to Jewish communities they would evangelize. This act of
circumcision, while seemingly contrary to the gospel message that salvation is by grace
(Galatians 5:6), was a strategic concession for effective ministry, demonstrating Timothy’s
willingness to endure personal hardship and sacrifice for the sake of the gospel mission.

Timothy’s subsequent role as Paul’s trusted companion and co-worker is extensively
documented in the New Testament Epistles. He was entrusted with leading churches,
delivering letters, and dealing with complex church issues. His youth makes him a
relatable figure for Generation Z believers. His life is characterized by faithful service,
spiritual maturity, and perseverance despite challenges and opposition encountered
within the ministry.

His mixed heritage, commitment to cultural sensitivity, and adaptability made Timothy an
indispensable leader in the early Church’s expansion. His story epitomizes how sincere
personal commitment can enable an individual to transcend barriers to effectively
participate in God’s mission, embodying the apostolic ethos of humility, faith, and
dedication.

John Allen Chau

Sermon Reference
John Allen Chau is introduced as a modern-day missionary who exemplified the ultimate
commitment by sacrificing his life attempting to reach the unreached Sentinelese tribe in
the Bay of Bengal in 2018. His story serves as a contemporary example of willingness to
face severe risks for the gospel.

Background Context
John Allen Chau was a young missionary from the United States who made international
headlines for his unprecedented attempts to evangelize the Sentinelese, one of the most
isolated and untouched indigenous tribes in the world. The Sentinelese have inhabited
North Sentinel Island for thousands of years and reject outside contact, protecting their
isolation fiercely and violently. Indian government laws strictly prohibit any interaction
with the island to protect the tribe’s health and prevent cultural disruption.

Despite these restrictions and the mortal danger involved, John felt a profound calling to
share the gospel with the Sentinelese, whom missionaries have identified as an
unreached people group with no exposure to Christian teaching. Embarking on a journey
that defied government prohibitions and cultural boundaries, John prepared
extensively—studying anthropology, learning survival skills, and understanding
indigenous missionary strategies. His efforts represented a passionate and radical
embrace of the Great Commission’s call to reach every nation and people.
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His missions to the island in late 2018 were fraught with peril. He made multiple attempts
to communicate with the tribe, including giving gifts and attempting to share Scripture in
what little tribal contact was possible. Tragically, John was killed by the Sentinelese during
his final attempt. His death sparked worldwide discussions on missionary ethics, the
fragility of isolated cultures, and the cost of discipleship in the modern world.

David Livingstone

Sermon Reference
David Livingstone is cited as a historical missionary pioneer who committed his entire life
to African missions, enduring tremendous hardships while advancing exploration and
gospel work. His life exemplifies unyielding devotion to divine calling, commitment, and
perseverance.

Background Context
David Livingstone (1813—-1873) was a Scottish missionary and explorer whose work in
Africa profoundly impacted both geographic knowledge and Christian missions during the
19th century. His initial calling combined two objectives: to spread Christianity and to
abolish the African slave trade. His travels took him to remote regions of Central and
Southern Africa, where European knowledge was limited and perilous conditions were
common. Livingstone faced numerous hardships, including tropical diseases, attacks from
wildlife, strained relations with indigenous peoples, and personal tragedies such as the
deaths of family members.

Livingstone’s exploration revealed previously unknown parts of the African continent to
the Western world, thus paving the way for both missionary efforts and scientific study.
His extensive travels, covering over 29,000 miles, made him a pioneering figure in 19th-
century exploration. He consisted of a blend of rugged endurance, scholarly curiosity, and
spiritual zeal, which characterized the era’s missionary expeditionary spirit.

His famous meeting with journalist Henry Morton Stanley in 1871, which birthed the
iconic phrase “Dr. Livingstone, | presume?” symbolizes Livingstone’s legendary status.
Despite being urged to return home due to failing health, he insisted on continuing his
work, underscoring his relentless commitment to his calling. His final years were spent
ministering and praying in Africa, where he ultimately died.

Livingstone’s burial of his heart in African soil near Chief Chitambo’s palace symbolizes his
profound identification with the continent he served. His legacy represents the
intertwining of missionary work, exploration, and humanitarian concern in the Victorian
era—a time when the expansion of Christianity coincided with imperial interest and
geographical discovery.

This content available for use under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial license.

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



