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Sermon Synopsis 

In this powerful message from Dr. Billy Wilson on “World Impact,” broadcast from the vibrant 
city of Dubai, viewers are challenged to refocus their hearts and minds from the fleeting allure of 
worldly wealth to the eternal truths of God’s Kingdom. Dubai, a symbol of extraordinary material 
success and rapid growth, serves as a vivid backdrop to contrast the temporary pleasures of life 
with the everlasting value of eternity. Dr. Wilson anchors his teaching in Scripture, delivering a 
compelling call to live with a 'forever focus' in a world increasingly obsessed with immediacy and 
possessions, urging believers to embrace the unseen and eternal rather than the visible and 
temporary. 

Drawing from 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, the sermon emphasizes that life's hardships and the 
glittering splendors of the world are mere fleeting moments compared to the lavish celebration 
God has prepared for us. The reality of the temporary world system is starkly presented through 
biblical truths: the world, ruled by Satan, tempts believers away from God’s eternal purposes. 
Therefore, Dr. Wilson stresses the need to understand this fallen system, declare unwavering 
devotion to the one true God, and pray for heavenly perspective that lifts believers above the 
trappings of this earth. Through prayer and faith, Christians gain wisdom to see beyond the 
present, viewing life through God’s eternal lens—a perspective so crucial for navigating a 
materialistic culture while maintaining a focus on forever. 

Further deepening the message, Dr. Wilson highlights the believer’s identity as a pilgrim and 
stranger in this world, drawing from Hebrews 11 and 1 Peter 2. Just as Abraham looked forward 
to a heavenly city, Christians are called to live with the understanding that their true home is 
eternal, not temporary. This eternal mindset transforms how a believer engages with material 
possessions and the world around them. Faith enables Christians to see the invisible—to trust in 
Jesus, who embodied the invisible God and conquered death—thus anchoring hope in the 
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promises of resurrection and everlasting life. The sermon is a stirring call to spiritual vision, urging 
believers to look beyond worldly distractions to the eternal future they eagerly await. 

The sermon culminates in a sober yet hopeful reminder of the impending judgment described in 
Hebrews 9:27 and 2 Corinthians 5:10, where every person will give an account before God. This 
truth compels a life of intentionality—building with “gold, silver, and precious stones” rather than 
“wood, hay, and straw.” Dr. Wilson warns that even believers will face evaluation of their works, 
underscoring the urgency of living with a forever focus. The message encourages reflection on 
how one's life, words, and deeds align with God’s will and inspire a heartfelt commitment to live 
in light of eternity. 

Throughout the sermon, the practical spiritual principles are interwoven with the testimonies 
and insights from other voices like Henry Madava and Terry Parkman, who address the 
significance of stewardship, generosity, and ministering to those caught in the snares of 
materialism. Together, they remind Christians that true joy and fulfillment come from using 
earthly resources to serve others and from the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit, who provides 
grace amidst life’s challenges. This episode of “World Impact” is a clarion call for believers to 
maintain an eternal perspective in a temporary world, encouraging all to fix their eyes on Jesus 
and live with unwavering devotion to the Kingdom that lasts forever. 

Sermon Highlights 

• Recognize that the world system is temporary and ruled by the prince of this world, Satan; 
believers must not love the world but love the Father instead (1 John 2:15-17, John 12:31). 

• Declare unwavering devotion to worship and serve only the living God, resisting the allure 
of worldly power and riches as Jesus did (Matthew 4:8-10). 

• Pray for God’s perspective to rise above materialism and see life and eternity as He does, 
living as pilgrims and strangers on earth, confident in the eternal city prepared by God (2 
Corinthians 4:17-18, Hebrews 11:8-10, 1 Peter 2:11). 

• Keep faith alive by seeing the invisible—trusting in God’s presence and the reality of Christ 
who reveals the invisible God, enabling believers to look beyond what is seen to what is 
eternal (Hebrews 11:27). 

• Live in full awareness of the coming judgment seat of Christ, understanding that every 
word and deed will be evaluated; build your life with eternal materials that endure God’s 
inspection (Hebrews 9:27, 2 Corinthians 5:10, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15). 

Scripture Verses 

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since 
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

1 John 2:15-17 
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Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the 
Father is not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and 
its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 

John 12:31 
Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven 
out. 

Matthew 4:8-10 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor. 'All this I will give you,' he said, 'if you will bow down and 
worship me.' Jesus said to him, 'Away from me, Satan! For it is written: Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.' Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended 
him. 

Psalm 39:4 
Show me, LORD, my life's end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting my 
life is. 

Hebrews 11:9-10 
By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he 
lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For 
he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

1 Peter 2:11 
Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 
wage war against your soul. 

Hebrews 11:27 
By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him 
who is invisible. 

Hebrews 9:27 
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 

Romans 14:12 
So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. 

Matthew 12:36 
But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every 
empty word they have spoken. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive 
what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

1 Corinthians 3:12-15 
If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 
their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. If what has been 
built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned up, the builder will suffer 
loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames. 
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Quotes 

• "In order to keep our hearts focused on forever, we need to, first of all, understand the 
system, that this world system is not bent toward God." - Dr. Billy Wilson 

• "Declare your devotion and worship only the living God, for nothing else or no one else 
on planet Earth is worthy to be worshiped." - Dr. Billy Wilson 

• "If we're gonna keep forever in our hearts and focused on eternity, we need to pray for 
his perspective and see things the way God sees them." - Dr. Billy Wilson 

• "To keep a forever focus in a very materialistic and temporary world, we've got to see 
ourselves as strangers, pilgrims only passing through, headed to a city that is forever." - 
Dr. Billy Wilson 

• "Living with a forever focus means remembering that we will all give an account to God 
for every word spoken and every deed done, and we should build with eternal value in 
mind." - Dr. Billy Wilson 
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Bible Study 

Objectives 

• Understand the contrast between the temporary world system and our eternal calling in 
Christ. 

• Learn how to keep our hearts and minds focused on forever, despite living in a 
materialistic world. 

• Recognize the importance of being pilgrims and strangers on earth with eyes fixed on our 
heavenly home. 

• Comprehend the reality of the coming judgment and live in accountability to God. 
• Develop practical ways to declare devotion, pray for perspective, and see the invisible 

God at work. 

Reading and Reflections 

• 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 — 'We fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since 
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.' 

• 1 John 2:15-17 — Warns against loving the world and its desires which pass away. 
• John 12:31 — Jesus calls Satan the 'prince of this world,' revealing the spiritual battle 

behind worldly systems. 
• Matthew 4:8-10 — Jesus resists temptation by declaring worship solely belongs to God. 
• Hebrews 11:8-10 — Abraham’s example of living as a pilgrim focused on the city God is 

building. 
• Psalm 39:4 — A prayer for God’s help to see life's fleeting nature and keep eternity in 

view. 
• Hebrews 9:27, Romans 14:12, Matthew 12:36 — The assured judgment we will all face. 
• 2 Corinthians 5:10, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 — The judgment seat of Christ and evaluation 

of our works. 

Key Observations 

• The world system is controlled by demonic powers aiming to divert us from eternal focus. 
• Material wealth and power, like the soaring buildings of Dubai, are temporary and often 

distracting. 
• True devotion requires rejecting worldly temptations and worshiping God alone. 
• Prayer lifts us spiritually to gain God’s perspective beyond the temporal struggles we face. 
• Bible heroes lived as strangers, focusing on the eternal city rather than earthly 

possessions. 
• Seeing the invisible God—through creation, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus—is vital to sustain 

faith. 
• There is a judgment to come that will assess not just salvation but the quality of our works. 
• Faithful stewardship of resources and time is a doorway to spiritual blessing and reward. 
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Personal Reflections 

• Am I investing my heart more in what fades or in what lasts forever? 
• Do I understand the spiritual forces behind the world’s materialism and resist their lure? 
• How consistent am I in worshiping and serving only God, especially when tempted? 
• Have I cultivated prayer habits that help me see life from God’s eternal perspective? 
• Do I live daily as a pilgrim and stranger, holding loosely to earthly possessions and status? 
• Can I see God’s hand and presence in the invisible realities around me? 
• Am I prepared to give an account of my life before Christ, knowing every deed matters? 
• How faithfully am I using my money and gifts to serve God’s kingdom and bless others? 

Lessons for Daily Life 

• Resist the temptation to love the world’s fleeting desires, focusing instead on God’s 
kingdom. 

• Declare your devotion daily through worship, denying the devil’s offers of worldly wealth. 
• Pray for God to open your eyes and grant heavenly perspective amid earthly pressures. 
• Live humbly as a pilgrim, not clinging to temporary things but longing for the eternal city. 
• Recognize God’s presence in both seen and unseen ways, trusting His invisible guidance. 
• Remember the certainty of judgment to motivate holy living and accountability. 
• Be faithful in how you steward finances and resources, giving generously to help others. 
• Engage with people compassionately, discerning between materialism and survival 

struggles. 

Practical Applications 

• Write a personal mission statement articulating your commitment to live with a forever 
focus. 

• Set daily prayer times asking God for the perspective to see beyond temporal troubles. 
• Create a budget that prioritizes giving and kingdom investments over personal luxuries. 
• Memorize key scriptures like 2 Corinthians 4:18 and 1 John 2:15-17 to guard your heart. 
• Take intentional steps to serve others, recognizing money and possessions are tools to 

bless. 
• Join a small group or accountability partner to discuss and reinforce eternal values. 
• Reflect weekly on your speech and actions: are they eternal in value or merely temporary? 
• Use moments of temptation to remind yourself of Jesus’ example of rejecting worldly 

offers. 

Challenges for the Week 

• Identify one area where materialism is distracting you from eternity and take action to 
redirect focus. 

• Spend five minutes each day in prayer asking God to reveal His eternal perspective to you. 
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• Practice generosity by giving to someone or a ministry in need, using your money to serve 
others. 

• Resist one temptation that pulls your heart away from worshiping God fully this week. 
• Write down and meditate on the reality of the coming judgment and how it affects your 

choices. 
• Act as a pilgrim by detaching from an possession, habit, or relationship that hinders your 

eternal vision. 
• Share the message of ‘forever focus’ with a friend or family member who may be 

struggling with materialism. 
• Evaluate one ‘work’ or ministry activity in your life: Is it building for eternity or temporary 

recognition? 

Further Study 

• Hebrews chapters 11 and 12 – Heroes of faith and running the race with eyes on eternity. 
• Matthew chapters 4 and 6 – Jesus’ teachings on temptation and treasures in heaven. 
• John chapter 14 – Jesus’ promise of the eternal place He is preparing for us. 
• Revelation chapters 20 and 21 – The judgment seat and the new heaven and new earth. 
• Psalm 73 – The contrast between the prosperity of the wicked and God’s eternal justice. 
• Ecclesiastes 3 – Reflections on the seasons and vanity of worldly pursuits. 
• Luke 16:19-31 – The parable of the rich man and Lazarus on eternal consequences. 
• 2 Timothy 4:6-8 – Paul’s reflection on finishing the race and receiving the crown of 

righteousness. 

Closing Prayer 

Father God, thank You for revealing to us the truth that our lives here are temporary but our 
eternity is sure in You. Help us to keep our eyes fixed not on what is seen but on what is unseen, 
the eternal things that You have prepared for those who love You. Give us courage to resist the 
world’s temptations, to worship You alone, and to live as pilgrims and strangers in this earth. 
Grant us the wisdom and perspective to see life through Your eyes, to steward our resources 
faithfully, and to serve others with generous hearts. Prepare us for the day when we will stand 
before Your throne and hear Your commendation. Strengthen us daily to live with a forever focus, 
bringing glory and honor to Your holy name. In Jesus' mighty name we pray, Amen. 
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Daily Devotionals 

Day 1 

Scripture Verse 
2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (NIV) – "For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but 
on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal." 

Reflection 
Imagine standing in the heart of Dubai’s Marina, surrounded by towering skyscrapers that 
seem to stretch toward the heavens. These monumental constructions, while awe-
inspiring, rise and fall with time. They symbolize the temporal nature of the things we 
fixate on in this world. Dr. Billy Wilson reminds us that although the world dazzles us with 
its riches and immediate pleasures, as believers, our focus must be different. The Apostle 
Paul writes to the Corinthians encouraging them—and us—to fix our eyes not on the 
visible and fleeting things of this life but on the invisible and eternal reality that awaits. 
Everyday struggles, hardships, and even joys can distract us from this eternal perspective. 
Life in a materialistic, fast-paced world tempts us to cling tightly to what we can touch, 
what we can own, what people see. Yet, Paul re-centers our vision on the eternal glory 
that far outweighs any earthly trouble. When you are faced with trials this week, pause 
and ask: Am I focusing on the temporary problems, or am I holding fast to the unseen 
eternal promises of God? Consider the story of Abraham, a man who left his familiar land 
and journeyed as a pilgrim to an unknown city, a city designed and built by God Himself. 
Abraham carried a vision that was unseen by the world around him, but he acted by faith 
in that invisible promise. We too are called to live as strangers on this earth—not clinging 
to the passing wealth or status but anchoring ourselves in the unshakeable hope of 
eternity. Reflect today on your priorities: What are you building your life upon—sand or 
the heavenly foundation? Let this truth transform your approach not only to personal 
hardships but also to your daily decisions and relationships. The eternal perspective 
empowers you to persevere with hope, love with purpose, and live with intent beyond 
tomorrow. God's kingdom is not a distant dream but a present reality to be embraced 
and reflected in our lives now. 

Prayer 
Lord, help me to fix my eyes on what is eternal, not what is temporary. Give me grace to 
endure hardships with an eternal perspective and to live as a pilgrim and stranger on this 
earth, always looking toward the city You have prepared for me. Amen. 

  



Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson 

Day 2 

Scripture Verse 
1 John 2:15-17 (NIV) – "Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, love for the Father is not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the 
world. The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives 
forever." 

Reflection 
In a city like Dubai, where the streets gleam with the finest luxury cars and towering 
structures, it’s easy to feel tempted by the pride of life—to chase after status, 
possessions, and the fleeting pleasures of this world. Dr. Billy Wilson’s message cuts 
straight to the heart of this challenge: the world’s system, with all its allure, is temporary 
and ruled by forces opposed to God. The Bible warns us bluntly not to love this world, 
because loving it distracts us from our relationship with the Father. Reflect for a moment 
on how subtle the pull of the world can be. It isn’t always blatant sin or outright rebellion. 
Often, it’s the desire to possess one more thing, to earn approval from others by success 
or appearance, or to find security in wealth or achievements. Jesus’ temptation in the 
wilderness, where Satan offered Him all the kingdoms of the world, reminds us that the 
world’s splendor can be seductive. Yet Jesus’ response is the model for us: worship God 
alone and serve Him only. Consider the story of Barnabas—a faithful servant who used 
his material resources to serve the church and glorify God. His giving opened doors for 
spiritual growth and ministry. What might God do in your life if you chose to serve Him 
wholeheartedly rather than chasing the temporary satisfaction of material gain? Are you 
clinging to what the world offers at the expense of your devotion to God? Is your heart 
anchored in the fleeting or fixed on the eternal? This day, choose to declare your devotion 
to God afresh. Commit to worshiping Him alone, regardless of what the world tempts you 
with. Remember, the world and its desires pass away, but those who do God’s will live 
forever. 

Prayer 
Father, guard my heart against loving the world and its fleeting pleasures. Help me to 
worship You alone and to find my deepest joy and security in Your eternal kingdom. 
Strengthen me to say no to the world’s temptations and yes to Your will. Amen. 
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Day 3 

Scripture Verse 
Hebrews 11:13-16 (NIV) – "All these people were still living by faith when they died. They 
did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a 
distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. People who say 
such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been thinking 
of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they 
were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for he has prepared a city for them." 

Reflection 
To live with a forever focus requires a posture of a pilgrim—someone journeying through 
this life, knowing it is not their final home but a temporary passage to a glorious eternity. 
Hebrews 11 sets before us the saints of old—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob—and many others 
who embraced this truth by faith. They acknowledged they were strangers on earth, 
looking forward to the city with everlasting foundations, built by God Himself. Embracing 
this pilgrim identity changes how you navigate daily life. Instead of being consumed by 
the things that glitter but do not satisfy, you begin to live with purpose and perspective. 
Like Billy Graham said, “My home is in Heaven. I’m just traveling through this world.” 
What freedom this brings! It frees believers from the anxieties of temporary setbacks, 
pressures of materialism, and even the frustrations of injustice or hardship. Everyone 
around you may be engrossed in amassing wealth, power, or recognition—like the 
bustling crowd in Dubai’s financial centers. But you, dear believer, are called to live as an 
ambassador of eternity. This world is not your home; you belong to a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken. In your work, relationships, and choices, let your life paint a picture of this 
eternal home to those still searching. On a practical note, when challenges come—
whether financial struggles, relational strain, or personal disappointments—remember 
you are a pilgrim journeying onward. These earthly trials are momentary, but your eternal 
reward awaits. In your heart, nurture the sights and sounds of that better country every 
day. Seek the Lord’s presence and guidance, and carry the hope of heaven as your 
constant companion. 

Prayer 
Lord, help me to live as a pilgrim and stranger on this earth. May I keep my eyes on the 
heavenly city You have prepared and walk each step of my journey with faith and hope in 
Your eternal promises. Guide me to live with an eternal perspective that reflects Your 
kingdom to those around me. Amen. 
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