ORAL ROBERTS UNIVERSITY PRESENTS

WORLDIMPACT

WITH DR BILLY WILSON

Doctrine: Stability in the Storm

Contents:

e Sermon Synopsis

e Sermon Highlights

e Scripture Verses

e Quotes from this episode

e 1 Bible Study — for personal or group study
e 3 Daily Devotions for further reflection

Sermon Synopsis

This episode of World Impact focuses on the sustaining power of faith in God during times of
trial. Drawing on the examples of Abraham, Moses, and David, the message shows how
unwavering trust in the Lord redirected their lives from hardship to hope, and how the same can
be true for believers today. Hebrews 11—the “faith hall of fame”—is presented as a testimony
to the victories of those who relied fully on God’s promises, reminding listeners that faith is not
theoretical but life-shaping.

The message does not overlook the challenges of fear and doubt, acknowledging them as real
obstacles, but it points to scripture as the guide for overcoming them. Prayer, immersion in God’s
Word, and reliance on the Holy Spirit are emphasized as essential practices for deepening trust
and cultivating spiritual resilience. By taking these steps, believers move beyond a passive
acknowledgment of faith toward a more active and vibrant life in Christ.

As the sermon develops, it emphasizes that God’s promises offer provision, protection, and peace
even in difficult circumstances. Psalm 46:1—“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present
help in trouble”—is highlighted as a reminder of God’s nearness in moments of need. The
preacher encourages the church not simply to endure challenges but to walk forward with
confidence, believing that God is faithful to His Word.

The conclusion calls for a renewed commitment to live by faith, not fear. It challenges believers
to approach life with an expectant heart, trusting God to be at work regardless of outward
appearances. The sermon ultimately invites listeners into a deeper surrender to the Lord,
affirming that a life rooted in faith leads to transformation, strength, and spiritual victory.



Sermon Highlights

e God’s faithfulness remains steadfast through every season of life, and He never abandons
His children.

e Trusting in the Lord with all your heart is the foundation for righteous living and divine
guidance.

e Prayer is the powerful connection that aligns our will with God’s purposes and brings
breakthrough.

e Walking in obedience to God’s Word positions us to receive His blessings and fulfill His
calling.

e The Holy Spirit empowers believers to overcome challenges and live victoriously in Christ.

Scripture Verses

John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose.

Philippians 4:13
| can do all this through him who gives me strength.

Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

Psalm 23:1
The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing.

Quotes

e Faith is not just believing that God can; it is knowing that He will, regardless of the storm
- Pastor John Maxwell

e When you surrender your plans to God, He rewrites your story with purpose and power -
Bishop T.D. Jakes

o The greatest battles you face are won not by might, but by the Spirit of God within you -
Pastor Charles Stanley

e God’s grace is the bridge that takes us from our failures to His forgiveness - Reverend
Joyce Meyer

e To walkin God’s destiny, you must first walk in obedience, even when the path is unclear
- Pastor Rick Warren
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Bible Study

Objectives

e To deepen understanding of God’s word through focused scripture study.

e Toreflect on how biblical truths apply to everyday challenges and decisions.

e To foster a heart of obedience and faithfulness to God’s commands.

e To encourage personal growth in spiritual disciplines such as prayer and worship.

Reading and Reflections

e Read Hebrews 11:1-6 and reflect on the definition of faith and its vital role in pleasing
God.

e Meditate on Romans 12:1-2, considering what it means to offer our bodies as living
sacrifices and not conform to the world.

o Reflect on the perseverance of Joseph in Genesis 37-50 as an example of trusting God's
plan amidst hardship.

e Contemplate the words of Jesus in Matthew 6:25-34 regarding anxiety and trusting God's
provision.

Key Observations

e Faith is confident assurance in God’s promises even when circumstances are uncertain
(Hebrews 11:1).

e God honors those who diligently seek Him and demonstrate unwavering faith (Hebrews
11:6).

e Transformation requires intentional renewal of the mind, aligning thoughts with God’s
truth (Romans 12:2).

o Perseverance and trust in God’s sovereignty bring about divine purpose and deliverance,
as evidenced in Joseph’s life.

e Anxiety is countered by focusing on God’s care, which frees believers to live boldly and
joyfully (Matthew 6:31-34).

Personal Reflections

¢ In moments of doubt, | am reminded that faith is trusting God beyond what | can see or

understand.

e | acknowledge areas in my life where conformity to worldly patterns has hindered
spiritual growth.

o Joseph’s story encourages me to remain faithful through trials, believing God has a
greater plan.

o Jesus’ teaching reminds me to surrender worry and actively depend on God's provision
daily.
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Lessons for Daily Life

e Faith is an active choice—is nurtured by prayer, meditation on Scripture, and obedience.
e True worship involves surrendering not just moments on Sunday but dedication each day.
o Difficult circumstances are opportunities for God to reveal His faithfulness.

e Releasing anxiety frees mental and spiritual energy to embrace God’s peace and purpose.

Practical Applications

e Set aside time daily to read and meditate on Hebrews 11 and Romans 12.

e |dentify one area of life where you are conforming to worldly standards and commit to
renewing your mind through Scripture.

o Reflect onacurrent challenge and journal how Joseph’s perseverance can encourage your
trust in God’s plan.

e Practice releasing worries to God through prayer when anxieties arise, recalling Matthew
6:25-34.

Challenges for the Week

e Demonstrate faith by taking one step toward a goal that requires trusting God despite
uncertainty.

e Avoid negative influences that promote conformity to the world; seek accountability in
your faith community.

e Share with someone your testimony of God’s faithfulness during a difficult season.

e Daily, replace anxiety with declarations of God’s provision and care through Scripture
memory or spoken prayer.

Further Study

o Explore the lives of biblical heroes of faith—such as Daniel, Esther, and Paul.

e Study the transformative power of the renewing of the mind in theological commentaries
on Romans 12.

e Investigate Jesus’ teachings on worry and trust across the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke).

e Examine James and 1 Peter to learn more about perseverance and hope.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You humbled by the greatness of Your word and the
faithfulness You demonstrate to us day by day. Help us to live by faith, not by sight. Strengthen
our hearts to persevere through trials and transform our minds to align with Your holy truth.
Teach us to relinquish our worries and trust fully in Your loving provision. May our lives be a
testament of obedience and joyful surrender to Your purpose. In Jesus' mighty name, we pray.
Amen.
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1

Scripture Verse
Psalm 27:1 - The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall | fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life—of whom shall | be afraid?

Reflection
Imagine walking through a dark forest at night, shadowy shapes pressing in all around.
Fear grips your heart, but then a bright lantern lights your path. Your steps become sure,
your fears diminish. This is exactly what the Psalmist feels when he declares God as his
light and salvation. Just as the lantern dispels darkness, God's presence removes all fear
from our hearts. In our daily lives, whether facing uncertainties at work or trials within
relationships, we can hold fast to this truth. The Lord is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1). Remember David’s courage when he faced Goliath;
his confidence was not in his own might but in God’s power. When fear threatens to
paralyze you today, boldly declare, 'The Lord is my light and my salvation!' Let His light
lead you out of darkness and into peace.

Prayer
Lord, be my shining light in times of darkness. Help me to trust You fully and banish every
fear that tries to hold me back. Amen.

Day 2

Scripture Verse
Philippians 4:6-7 - Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Reflection
In a world filled with endless news cycles and mounting pressures, it's easy to be
overwhelmed by anxiety. But Paul’s words to the Philippians are a reminder of a powerful
spiritual principle: when anxiety rises, prayer is the antidote. Someone once shared how
before a crucial job interview, he was consumed with nervousness and self-doubt. He
decided to pause, pray, and give thanks to God for the opportunity. Instantly, a calm
settled over him — a peace beyond his understanding. This is not mere wishful thinking;
it’s the peace of God, protecting our hearts and minds like a fortress. When you feel
anxiety creeping in, take it to God in prayer—with thanksgiving. Thank Him for His
goodness even before things unfold, and receive His supernatural peace to quiet your
soul.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, in every anxious moment, help me to bring my worries to You with a
heart of gratitude. Fill me with Your peace that guards my mind and spirit. Amen.
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Day 3

Scripture Verse

Romans 8:38-39 - For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Reflection

Prayer

Consider the story of a mother who relentlessly pursued her lost child through storm and
night, refusing to rest until the child was safe in her arms. This tenacity mirrors God’s
unwavering love for us, which nothing can break or separate. Paul’s conviction here in
Romans assures us that no matter what trials, hardships, or spiritual battles we face,
God’s love remains steadfast and indestructible. In moments of doubt or loneliness,
meditate on this truth: not death, anxiety about the future, nor any earthly or spiritual
force can sever God’s love that holds you eternally in Christ Jesus. This assurance frees us
to live boldly, knowing we are eternally embraced and secure in God’s unbreakable love.

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your unending love that no power or force can separate me
from. Help me to rest fully in Your embrace today and every day. Amen.
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