
 

Doctrine: Stability in the Storm 

Bible Glossary: People & Places 

Moses 

Sermon Reference 
Moses is mentioned as the great leader, lawgiver, and deliverer of Israel who played a 
critical role in the Exodus, as referenced throughout the sermon. 

Importance in the Bible 
Moses’ importance extends beyond his life as a historical leader; he is the mediator of the 
Old Covenant, the author traditionally credited with composing the Pentateuch, and a 
prototype for the prophets that follow. He is essential in understanding Israel's identity, 
law, and relationship with God. His story forms the backdrop for New Testament theology 
and typology, highlighting themes of deliverance, law, intercession, and covenant that 
resonate through the entire Bible. 

Background Context 
Moses stands as one of the foremost figures in the Biblical narrative, serving as the 
liberator of the Israelites from Egyptian bondage. Born into a Hebrew family during a time 
of oppression, he was miraculously preserved and raised within Pharaoh’s household. 
This unique upbringing provided him with knowledge of Egyptian ways and royal 
connections, yet he ultimately identified with his people, choosing to forsake the 
privileges of Egypt to champion God's covenant promises for Israel.  
 
The Exodus story, central to Moses' legacy, chronicles God’s power and faithfulness in 
delivering a chosen nation through signs, wonders, and the parting of the Red Sea. This 
event not only symbolizes spiritual liberation but also historical identity for Israel. It is 
under Moses’ guidance that the law, including the Ten Commandments, codifies the 
moral and religious framework which shaped Israel’s covenant relationship with God. 
 
Moses’ life is reflective of covenantal responsibility and faithful obedience even amidst 
challenges. His intercession for the people when faced with judgment underscores his 
role as mediator between God and Israel. In addition to historical and spiritual leadership, 
Moses functions as a foundational type and witness for the New Testament. His role as 
lawgiver anticipates the coming of Christ who fulfills the Law and introduces grace and 
truth. Moses’ narrative establishes theological and ethical standards, providing the basis 
for understanding God's redemptive plan throughout the Scriptures. 
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Mount Sinai 

Sermon Reference 
Mount Sinai is the sacred mountain where God gave Moses the Ten Commandments and 
established the covenant with Israel, a key moment referenced in the sermon. 

Importance in the Bible 
Mount Sinai’s importance is foundational, as it is the site where God issues His covenant 
law, shaping Israel’s core social, moral, and religious frameworks. The revelation at Sinai 
informs Old Testament theology, influences New Testament reflections on law and grace, 
and symbolizes divine holiness and authoritative presence.  

Background Context 
Mount Sinai, a significant geographical and spiritual landmark, is situated in the Sinai 
Peninsula and is central to the narrative of Israel’s formation as a covenant people. It is 
the physical site where God manifested His presence in fire, smoke, and thunder, 
revealing Himself to Moses and Israel in a profoundly awe-inspiring way. The giving of the 
Law at Sinai forms a pivotal moment not only in Israelite history but in the unfolding of 
God’s redemptive plan as recorded in Scripture. 
 
This mountain marks the transition from the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt to the 
establishment of their national and religious identity through divine legislation. The Ten 
Commandments and subsequent laws revealed at Sinai encompass moral, civil, and 
ceremonial aspects, underscoring the holiness and justice that defined God’s relationship 
with His people. The event at Sinai is celebrated annually in Jewish tradition and 
referenced frequently throughout the Bible as the foundational moment of God’s 
covenantal engagement with Israel. 
 
The imagery of Sinai—smoke, fire, trumpet blasts—represents the holiness and terror of 
God’s presence, emphasizing His transcendence and authority. It also sets a theological 
contrast with the revelation of grace and truth through Jesus Christ, who would later fulfill 
and transform the Mosaic Law. The mountain acts as a powerful symbol of divine 
encounter, obedience, and the necessary fear of God that undergirds worship and 
righteousness. 
 
In biblical and theological terms, Mount Sinai shapes the identity of God’s people as a 
nation set apart by law and covenant. It is referenced in various parts of Scripture to call 
believers to faithfulness and repentance, to remember their calling, and to anticipate the 
new covenant inaugurated through Christ. This place grounds the historical narrative of 
Exodus and informs the spiritual understanding of God’s holiness and justice. 
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Pharaoh 

Sermon Reference 
Pharaoh is referenced as the ruler of Egypt who opposed Moses and refused to release 
the Israelites, playing a central antagonistic role in the Exodus story. 

Importance in the Bible 
Pharaoh’s significance lies in his role as the principal antagonist in the Exodus narrative, 
embodying human rebellion against God’s command. He is crucial for demonstrating 
God’s judgment and power over pagan rulers and gods, offering a vivid contrast to the 
unfolding salvation and covenant relationship with Israel. 

Background Context 
Pharaoh, the title traditionally used for the ancient Egyptian monarchs, was the sovereign 
figure during the period of Israel’s slavery and subsequent liberation. He wielded absolute 
power, exerting control through military might, economic dominance, and religious 
authority. The Pharaoh in the book of Exodus is portrayed as a formidable adversary who 
hardened his heart against the demands of God delivered by Moses, thus inciting the 
manifestation of God's miraculous judgments upon Egypt. 
 
His refusal to release the Israelites serves not only as a narrative of resistance but as an 
illustration of human opposition to divine will. Pharaoh’s hardened heart precipitated the 
sequence of the ten plagues —consecutive divine acts demonstrating God’s power over 
Egypt’s gods, nature, and Pharaoh’s authority. This conflict sets the stage for the dramatic 
deliverance that defines the identity of Israel as God’s chosen people. 
 
The Pharaoh's role and decisions have been examined throughout history as 
representative of worldly powers that resist God's purposes. His story exemplifies the 
consequences of pride, rebellion, and hard-heartedness, yet also the sovereignty of God 
who uses even a stubborn adversary to accomplish His plan. The confrontation between 
Pharaoh and Moses foreshadows greater spiritual battles beyond the Exodus event. 

The Israelites 

Sermon Reference 
The Israelites are the descendants of Jacob, God's chosen people whom Moses leads out 
of Egyptian slavery as discussed extensively in the sermon. 

Importance in the Bible 
The Israelites represent the chosen covenant community through whom God revealed His 
laws, promises, and plan of salvation to the world. Their history embodies the themes of 
deliverance, covenant relationship, judgment, and redemption foundational to the Bible’s 
narrative and theology. Understanding their story is essential for grasping the entirety of 
God’s redemptive work culminating in Christ. 
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Background Context 
The Israelites are the descendants of the patriarch Jacob, also known as Israel, whose 
twelve sons became the forefathers of the twelve tribes. Their journey, marked by 
covenant promises and faithfulness, is central to biblical history. Having settled in Egypt 
during famine, their numbers increased significantly, but over generations, they were 
subjected to slavery and harsh oppression under the Egyptians, setting the stage for God's 
intervention through Moses. 
 
This people group is characterized by their unique relationship with the one true God, 
whom they acknowledged as their deliverer and lawgiver. Their experiences, including 
bondage, wandering, rebellion, and redemption, serve as a microcosm of the broader 
spiritual journey of faith, obedience, and covenant fidelity. Their narrative encompasses 
struggles with identity, divine provision, and the challenge of holiness amidst hardship. 
 
The Exodus event, where Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt, is the defining historical 
and theological moment that affirms their identity as God's chosen nation. The wilderness 
period that followed, including the reception of the Law, established the community 
under divine discipline and instruction. Their story powerfully illustrates God’s 
commitment to His promises and His discipline in shaping a people fit to live according to 
His standards. 
 
The Israelites’ history is foundational for understanding biblical salvation history and is 
wholly interconnected with the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, who is the fulfillment 
of the hope and promises made to God's people. Their experiences continue to inform 
Christian understanding of faith, perseverance, obedience, and God’s covenantal 
faithfulness. 
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