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Sermon Synopsis 

In this sermon from Lausanne, Switzerland, Dr. Billy Wilson reflects on the call for a renewed 
vision of evangelism in the 21st century. He recalls the 1974 Lausanne Conference, convened by 
Billy Graham, which galvanized global efforts for world evangelization, and connects it to the 
biblical story in Acts 16 where Paul received a vision of a Macedonian man pleading for help. Just 
as Paul’s vision opened new doors for the gospel, Dr. Wilson emphasizes the need for today’s 
generation to receive a fresh, Spirit-led vision to reach every unreached person with the message 
of Christ. 

Scripture and history are interwoven throughout the message. Dr. Wilson points to the story of 
Eutychus, who fell from a window and was raised to life during Paul’s sermon in Troas, as a 
symbol of spiritual awakening and generational renewal. He also highlights modern examples 
such as Loren Cunningham, founder of Youth With A Mission, whose personal vision mobilized 
countless young people for global mission. These examples reinforce the truth of Proverbs 
29:18—“where there is no vision, the people perish”—and underline the importance of each 
generation discovering its own divine mandate. 

Dr. Wilson identifies seven components of the vision needed for this era: recognizing that every 
person matters to God; applying the Great Commission personally; embracing diverse methods 
of evangelism, including digital media; uniting justice and proclamation in a holistic gospel; 
committing to discipleship that multiplies; responding with urgency as “11th hour” workers; and 
depending on the Holy Spirit’s empowerment. He draws from Acts 2:17 to affirm that God 
continues to pour out visions and dreams, particularly among young people, as a sign of renewed 
evangelistic fervor. 
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The sermon concludes with a call for believers to look forward rather than only celebrating past 
movements. From the symbolic setting of Lausanne, Dr. Wilson urges the church to awaken with 
new passion, rise with faith like Eutychus restored to life, and join the global EveryONE vision to 
reach the world with the gospel. His message affirms that God is calling this generation to take 
its place in the long history of mission, carrying the good news to the ends of the earth. 

Sermon Highlights 

• God is calling the Body of Christ to embrace a new vision for a new day, launching a new 
era of evangelism that re-personalizes the Great Commission to reach every individual on 
earth with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Vision is essential to spiritual breakthrough and kingdom advancement; as Proverbs 29:18 
declares, 'Where there is no vision, the people perish.' Each generation must receive its 
own compelling vision to effectively carry forward God's mission. 

• Evangelism in this new era is multifaceted, employing every method available—from 
personal and mass evangelism to digital and electronic outreach—and it will be both 
incarnational and inspirational, addressing both spiritual transformation and justice for 
the oppressed. 

• The 11th hour workers—those called to labor intensely in the final moments of history—
are being summoned now, empowered by the Holy Spirit to boldly witness and bring in 
the last great harvest before Christ’s return. 

• The promise of Joel and reaffirmed by Peter at Pentecost assures that in the last days, 
God will pour out His Spirit so that young people will see visions and old men will dream 
dreams, equipping a new generation to carry forward the unstoppable vision of reaching 
the entire world with the gospel. 

Scripture Verses 

Acts 16:9-10 
During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, 
"Come over to Macedonia and help us." After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at 
once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to 
them. 

Acts 20:6-10 
But we sailed from Philippi after the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and five days later 
joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven days. On the first day of the week we 
came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people, and because he intended to 
leave the next day, he kept on talking until midnight. There were many lamps in the 
upstairs room where we were meeting. Seated in a window was a young man named 
Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound 
asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. Paul went 
down, threw himself on the young man, put his arms around him. "Don't be alarmed," he 
said. "He is alive." 
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Proverbs 29:18 
Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keeps the law, happy is he. 

John 4:35 
"Don't you have a saying, ‘It's still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes 
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest." 

Acts 10:9-16 (Summary of Peter's vision on Simon the Tanner's rooftop) 
Peter received a vision from God showing unclean animals and was told, "Do not call 
anything impure that God has made clean." This vision opened the way for him to preach 
to Gentiles, signifying that the gospel was for all people. 

Acts 2:17-18 
"In the last days," God says, "I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions. Your old men will dream 
dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days, and they will prophesy." 

Quotes 

• A new era of evangelism is emerging in the earth. - Dr. Billy Wilson 
• Vision is powerful and changes the world. - Dr. Billy Wilson 
• Every succeeding generation must have their own vision, a compelling vision that drives 

them to the ends of the earth with the gospel of Jesus Christ. - Dr. Billy Wilson 
• God is re-personalizing the Great Commission—he’s calling us once again to see every 

individual as he sees them: white, ready to harvest and bring into the kingdom of God. - 
Dr. Billy Wilson 

• This is the 11th hour. This is the moment when God is calling for us in these last moments, 
these last days to give our all, to leave it all on the field and to give Jesus everything we 
have. - Dr. Billy Wilson 
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Bible Study 

Objectives 

• Understand the significance and impact of vision in Christian evangelism. 
• Explore the biblical examples of vision leading to powerful evangelistic movements. 
• Recognize the need for each generation to receive a unique and compelling vision to carry 

forward God's kingdom. 
• Identify practical ways to embrace a new era of evangelism in the 21st century by re-

personalizing the Great Commission. 
• Be encouraged to rely on the Holy Spirit's empowerment. 

Reading and Reflections 

• Acts 16:9-10 – Paul’s vision of the Macedonian man calling for help. 
• Acts 20:6-12 – The story of Eutychus falling asleep during Paul’s long preaching and being 

raised from the dead. 
• Proverbs 29:18 – The vital importance of vision: 'Where there is no revelation, people cast 

off restraint.' 
• John 4:35 – Jesus urging His disciples to see the harvest-ready fields. 
• Joel 2:28-29 and Acts 2:17-18 – God’s promise to pour out His Spirit, inspiring visions and 

dreams for all generations. 

Key Observations 

• Vision is the catalyst that compels decisive action toward evangelism and kingdom 
expansion. 

• Paul’s vision opened the door for the gospel to Europe, evidencing how a single God-given 
vision can change the world. 

• The tragedy and restoration of Eutychus illustrate how vision and mission must 
continually be renewed for each generation. 

• Historical figures like Billy Graham, William Booth, and Loren Cunningham exemplify how 
God raises visionaries to mobilize movements. 

• Evangelism in the modern age requires innovative methods, including digital outreach 
alongside traditional approaches. 

• The new vision re-personalizes the Great Commission by emphasizing the importance of 
every individual soul. 

• Empowered by the Holy Spirit, believers are called to be dynamic witnesses with both 
transformational and inspirational impact. 
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Personal Reflections 

• Reflect on your own vision for evangelism – how clearly do you see the harvest fields Jesus 
speaks of? 

• Consider moments when God has spoken to your heart about reaching others; how have 
you responded to those visions? 

• Are there ways you might be ‘falling asleep’ spiritually, like Eutychus, missing the urgency 
of the gospel message? 

• How can you become more open to a fresh, Spirit-filled vision for your role in the Great 
Commission? 

• Evaluate how your daily life and ministry reflect a commitment to making disciples who 
make disciples. 

Lessons for Daily Life 

• Vision is essential to sustained Christian action – without it, growth and impact stall. 
• Every believer has a role in sharing the gospel, and each soul is precious to God. 
• It's vital to continually seek God’s guidance for relevant, context-sensitive methods of 

evangelism. 
• Discipleship needs intentionality; quality spiritual formation produces effective 

witnesses. 
• Being spiritually alert and empowered by the Holy Spirit equips believers to overcome 

obstacles. 
• Generational renewal requires that older believers encourage younger ones to catch fresh 

visions. 
• Sharing Christ involves both word and deed, embodying justice and proclaiming the 

gospel. 

Practical Applications 

• Pray daily for God to give you a personal, compelling vision to reach others with the 
gospel. 

• Engage in both personal evangelism and support mass or digital evangelism efforts. 
• Cultivate Spirit-empowered boldness to speak confidently about Jesus in your workplace, 

community, or online. 
• Identify and disciple a younger believer to help them develop their own vision and 

evangelistic zeal. 
• Organize or join a small group focused on studying the Great Commission and sharing 

testimonies. 
• Explore creative and cultural tools for evangelism, including social media, podcasts, or 

community events. 
• Commit to acts of justice and kindness that demonstrate Christ’s love alongside sharing 

the gospel message. 



Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson 

Challenges for the Week 

• Take time to write down a vision or mission statement for your personal evangelism 
efforts. 

• Initiate a spiritual conversation with at least one person who does not know Christ. 
• Set aside uninterrupted time for prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to renew your vision and 

passion. 
• Read and meditate on Acts 16:9-10 daily, asking God to show you who He is calling you 

to help. 
• Reflect on how to use modern technology to creatively share the gospel in your context. 
• Encourage at least one fellow believer to pursue a fresh vision for evangelism through 

dialogue or prayer. 
• Be vigilant against spiritual complacency—guard your heart against ‘falling asleep’ in your 

walk with Christ. 

Further Study 

• Romans 10:14-15 – The urgency of sending and preaching the gospel. 
• Matthew 28:18-20 – The full mandate of the Great Commission. 
• Acts 1:8 – The promise of the Holy Spirit’s power in witnessing. 
• 2 Corinthians 5:20 – Our role as Christ’s ambassadors. 
• Ephesians 4:11-16 – The equipping of the saints for ministry and building up the body. 
• Psalm 126 – A vision for the joy of harvest and God’s restoration. 
• The story of William Booth and the Salvation Army as a case example of vision and 

mission. 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the powerful gift of vision that moves Your kingdom forward 
and stirs our hearts to act. As Paul saw the Macedonian call, open our eyes to see the harvest 
that is ripe in this world. Empower us with Your Holy Spirit to be bold witnesses, to share Your 
love through word and deed, and to disciple others with passion and integrity. Raise up a new 
generation with fresh vision, and kindle in us all a relentless desire to bring every soul into Your 
kingdom. Help us to walk in obedience, ready to leave comfort behind and labor in Your vineyard 
with all our strength. In the mighty name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we pray. 
Amen. 
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Daily Devotionals 

Day 1 

Scripture Verse 
Acts 16:9-10 (NIV): "During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing 
and begging him, 'Come over to Macedonia and help us.' After Paul had seen the vision, 
we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach 
the gospel to them." 

Reflection 
One night, the Apostle Paul was uncertain where to go next in his mission. His plans were 
thwarted — the Holy Spirit would not allow him to head east or west, resulting in a pivotal 
moment in Troas. It was here that Paul saw a vision of a Macedonian man pleading for 
help. This divine message instantly stirred the hearts of Paul and his team, galvanizing 
them to cross over into Europe with the gospel—the impact of which changed the course 
of history. Consider how often we face moments of indecision or drift in life, spiritually 
and otherwise. Have you ever felt like you were wandering, unsure of your next step or 
how to fulfill God’s calling for you? Paul’s experience encourages us: God speaks, guides, 
and redirects, even when our path seems uncertain. Just as Paul didn’t hesitate, once the 
vision came, we are called to promptly respond to God’s call with readiness and 
obedience. The significance of this vision teaches us that God's guidance can come in 
unexpected ways—a dream, a compelling thought, a divine impression late at night. What 
matters is our willingness to listen and act. Imagine if Paul had ignored or doubted this 
vision—Europe's reception of the gospel may have been delayed or altered significantly. 
This challenges each of us to be attentive to God’s 'Macedonian calls' in our own lives. 
Perhaps God is placing a vision on your heart right now—maybe it's people you know who 
need the good news, a mission field near or far, or even a new way to live your faith 
boldly. Don't let the opportunity slip into the shadows of inaction. Remember Proverbs 
29:18: "Where there is no vision, the people perish." Today, ask God to open your eyes 
and ears to His specific call for your life. Be ready to say, like Paul, "We got ready at once 
to leave." The world awaits your obedience. 

Prayer 
Lord, open my eyes to the vision You have for my life. Help me to hear Your call clearly 
and respond with a willing heart. Give me courage to step forward without delay, trusting 
that You will lead every step. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Day 2 

Scripture Verse 
Acts 20:7-12 (NIV): "On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul 
spoke to the people, and because he intended to leave the next day, he kept on talking 
until midnight. There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 
Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep 
as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third 
story and was picked up dead. Paul went down, threw himself on the young man, put his 
arms around him. 'Don't be alarmed,' he said. 'He is alive.'" 

Reflection 
In the very city where a life-changing vision had launched the gospel into Europe, another 
story unfolded — a startling event involving Eutychus. This young man, whose name 
means "favored one," sat listening to Paul's passionate preaching late into the night. But 
weariness overtook him; he fell asleep, tumbled from a third-story window, and was 
found dead. Yet, Paul held him, declaring life restored. This dramatic account reminds us 
that vision and passion can wane from one generation to the next. While Paul’s vision 
ushered in a great awakening, Eutychus’s sleepy state hints at a faith and enthusiasm that 
can grow dull if not nurtured. How often do we start with great zeal for God’s work, only 
to grow weary or distracted? But here’s the triumph: Paul’s embrace and prayer bring 
Eutychus back to life — a powerful metaphor for spiritual revival. Each believer can 
experience renewal no matter how far their passion has waned. Maybe for you, faith has 
felt like a restless night, losing energy or focus amidst life’s challenges. Take heart! God 
not only calls new generations to vision but also revives those who have stumbled or 
dozed off in their walk. Consider how we can keep the flame alive in our hearts and 
communities: through fellowship, persistent prayer, and staying connected with God’s 
Word. Every generation must receive fresh vision, but also care for the legacy of faith 
already planted. Remember the Japanese proverb: “Vision without action is a daydream; 
action without vision is a nightmare.” Let us not be asleep at the wheel but awake and 
purposeful, refreshed by God’s power to carry His mission forward. You might be 
reflecting today on your own level of zeal for God’s kingdom. Is it vibrant or fading? Ask 
God for restoration, for renewed purpose like the young Eutychus rising from death. The 
same Spirit that empowered Paul is available to you now, ready to reignite your passion 
for Christ and the Great Commission. 

Prayer 
Father God, revive my spirit today. Wake me from spiritual sleep and fill me afresh with 
Your power and passion. May I rise renewed to serve You wholeheartedly, knowing You 
bring life from every fall. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Day 3 

Scripture Verse 
Joel 2:28 (NIV): "And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see 
visions." 

Reflection 
God's promise to pour out His Spirit on all peoples is a timeless assurance that transcends 
generations. Peter echoed this on the day of Pentecost, affirming that in the last days, 
sons and daughters will prophesy, the old will dream dreams, and the young will see 
visions. This divine outpouring heralds a new era of evangelism and revival. Billy Wilson’s 
message from Lausanne powerfully calls the Body of Christ to seize this moment—the 
21st century—as a fresh epoch straight from Heaven to awaken a new generation to a 
new vision. The visual of Eutychus rising represents this spiritual resurrection that invites 
us to personal revival and bold engagement in the Great Commission. In a world flooded 
with distractions, skepticism, and weariness, God beckons us to awaken to the vast 
harvest waiting to be reached. Imagine a revival where every believer is ignited with 
purpose, where every heart beats with compassion for the lost. This era emphasizes that 
every person matters—Jesus died for all, regardless of race, status, or location. Moreover, 
the vision includes every method—traditional preaching and personal evangelism, digital 
outreach and incarnational ministry, acts of justice and mercy combined with the power 
of the gospel. In this new era, discipleship shapes discipleship; quality and quantity 
interlace as we foster spiritual maturity. Think of Loren Cunningham’s vision in the 1950s, 
where continents became oceans of young believers—moving boldly, speaking 
passionately, living distinctly for Jesus. That vision birthed Youth With A Mission, now a 
global force reaching over 180 countries. Your vision could be equally transformative. Are 
you willing to ask God for your personal vision? Can you dream God-sized dreams that 
mandate action, challenges your comfort, and compel you toward sacrifice? Leadership, 
as Warren Bennis said, is turning vision into reality. The Spirit’s promise ignites us: sons, 
daughters, young, old—prophetic voices rising together. You are part of this unfolding 
story. In your daily life, workplace, family, or church, your faithfulness shapes the harvest 
Jesus calls us to reap. Today, embrace the fresh outpouring of the Spirit. Dream dreams; 
see visions. Your generation may be the one that unleashes unstoppable evangelism to 
the ends of the earth. 

Prayer 
Holy Spirit, pour Yourself out on me as You promised. Fill me with visions, dreams, and 
prophetic purpose to live for Your kingdom boldly. Empower me to be a faithful witness 
to all people, joining the great harvest. In Jesus’ powerful name, Amen. 
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