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Sermon Synopsis

In this episode of World Impact, Dr. Billy Wilson speaks from Amsterdam, a city known for its
celebrated art and complex cultural landscape, to reflect on the truth that every person is God’s
masterpiece. Drawing on Ephesians 2:10—“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago”—he weaves
together the imagery of Dutch Masters such as Rembrandt and Van Gogh with the biblical theme
of God’s creative and redemptive work. Just as great works of art bear the signature of their
creator, so too each life carries the imprint of God, restored through Christ even when scarred
by sin.

The sermon explores the complexity of the human person—body, soul, and spirit—created in the
image of God. While sin distorts this image, Dr. Wilson underscores that it is never erased. Using
the analogy of a lost Rembrandt painting rediscovered and restored, he points to the hope of
renewal in Christ, whose redemptive work reveals the beauty of God’s original intent for
humanity. From this foundation, Dr. Wilson offers practical guidance for living as God’s
masterpiece: recognizing God as the Master Potter, rejecting lies that diminish His image,
embracing one’s identity in Christ, reclaiming what sin has damaged, and reflecting God’s
character in daily life. Scripture passages such as 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and Jeremiah 29:11
provide reassurance of God’s ongoing work and sovereign plan.

The program also includes contributions from Dr. Kelly Dunbar Davison, who connects the theme
of restoration with the realities of mental health, encouraging viewers to seek healing through
counseling, community, and trust in God’s design. A testimony from Margaret Zellmer brings the
message to life as she recounts her journey of overcoming depression, anxiety, and PTSD through
faith in Christ. Her story of transformation illustrates the hope available to all who turn to God
for renewal.



Together, these teachings and testimonies affirm that no matter a person’s spiritual, emotional,
or mental state, God’s redemptive love offers healing and purpose. From the halls of
Amsterdam’s museums to the private struggles of the heart, the message is clear: every
individual is a cherished masterpiece of God, created with intention and restored through Jesus
Christ.

Sermon Highlights

e You are God's masterpiece, deliberately planned and lovingly created by the Master
Craftsman, Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 2:10)

e Though sin has marred the image of God in mankind, it was never destroyed; Jesus came
to restore and cleanse us so we might reveal God's glory again.

e God's design for humanity is perfect and intricate, made in His image as a trinity of body,
soul, and spirit, reflecting His divine nature. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

e To live as God's masterpiece, recognize God as the Master Potter, reject the lies that
diminish your worth, rejoice in His choices for your life, recover what the enemy has
stolen, and reflect the Creator in all you do. (John 10:10; Philippians 1:6)

e Rest fully in God's sovereign plan for your life, knowing He who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion, bringing hope and a hopeful future. (Jeremiah 29:11)

Scripture Verses

Ephesians 2:10
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the
good things he planned for us long ago.

Genesis 1:26-27
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created mankind in his
own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

Psalm 139:14
| praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, |
know that full well.

1 Thessalonians 5:23
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

John 10:10
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.

Ephesians 2:7
Throughout the coming ages, we will be the visible display of the infinite, limitless riches
of God’s grace and kindness, which were showered upon us in Jesus Christ.
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Philippians 1:6
Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

Jeremiah 29:11
"For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."

Quotes

e You and | are called God's masterpiece. He is our Creator, our designer. He's the Master,
and we're the masterpiece. - Dr. Billy Wilson

e Jesus came to restore us, to cleanse us, to wash us all, and to restore our lives so we could
display the glory of God to a world that would understand we have a Master and we are
his masterpiece. - Dr. Billy Wilson

e The devil wants to steal and kill and destroy God's image in your life, but Jesus came that
you might have life to the full. - Dr. Billy Wilson

e | think that's when healing happens and you can be your fullest self. That's when you truly
know the masterpiece and believe that you are that masterpiece that God has made you
to be. - Dr. Kelly Dunbar Davison

e Rejoice in God's choice for you as his masterpiece. Why don't you accept God's choice in
your life and rejoice that you have been designed wonderfully fearfully by the living God?
- Dr. Billy Wilson
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Bible Study

Objectives

e Understand that each believer is God’s masterpiece, intentionally created and designed.

e Recognize that although sin has marred God’s image in us, restoration through Jesus
Christ is available.

o Explore the biblical concept of mankind made in God’s image, as a trinity of body, soul,
and spirit.

e Embrace God’s unique plan and design for your life and rejoice in His choices.

e Learn practical steps to reflect God’s glory and live as a living masterpiece for His Kingdom.

e Seek encouragement to commit fully to God’s restoration and to accept His loving work
in progress.

Reading and Reflections

e Ephesians 2:10 — ‘For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.’

e Genesis 1:26-27 — God made mankind in His own image and likeness.

e 1 Thessalonians 5:23 — Sanctification of spirit, soul, and body.

e Psalm 139:14 — ‘I praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful.’

e John 10:10 - Jesus came to give life to the full.

e Philippians 1:6 — God will carry on the good work He began in you.

e Jeremiah 29:11 — God'’s plans to prosper and give hope.

Key Observations

e God as Master Artist, we are the masterpiece—deliberate, unique, and valuable.

e The tragic effects of sin mar the divine image, but never erase it.

e Jesus Christ’s incarnation was God’s way to restore humanity fully into His image.

e Manis created as a trinity: body, mind (or soul), and spirit, reflecting the triune God.

e Restoration often requires a process, sometimes quick, sometimes gradual, accompanied
by community and faith.

e Rejection of worldly distortions (like reducing humans to animals) honors the dignity God
gave us.

e Rejoicing in God’s design, including gender, nationality, and family, reflects submission to
the Creator’s plan.

e Reflecting God’s nature means to live visibly as a testimony of His grace and creativity in
the world.
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Personal Reflections

o Reflect on areas of your life where you feel ‘marred’ or covered by sin and acknowledge
Jesus as your Restorer.

e Consider how your unique design—your gifts, calling, family, and even limitations—
highlight God’s intentional crafting.

e Recall moments when God'’s peace and restoration have felt like a fresh ‘unveiling’ of your
true masterpiece nature.

e Ask: How do | honor God as the Master Potter, yielding my plans to His shaping hand?

e Meditate on the truth that you are not a random assembly but fearfully and wonderfully
made with purpose.

¢ Invite God daily to cleanse and renew your mind, body, and spirit so you can better reveal
His glory.

Lessons for Daily Life

e No matteryour past, you are a cherished creation of God, worthy of restoration and hope.

e God’s image in you is unbreakable; sin can mar but not destroy the masterpiece.

e Living fully restored means living intentionally to glorify God visibly in your actions and
character.

e Choose to reject the enemy’s lies that minimize your value or purpose.

e Rejoice in God’s sovereignty over your life circumstances, including your identity and
heritage.

e Trust God’s timing and plan for your maturity and spiritual growth.

e Engage community and seek help—healing and growth are often woven through
relationships.

Practical Applications

e Daily affirm Ephesians 2:10, reminding yourself: ‘1 am God’s masterpiece created for good
works.’

e Set aside quiet time to ask God how He is shaping your spirit, soul, and body.

e |dentify any distorted thoughts or feelings about your worth and counter them with God’s
Word.

e Rejoice in your identity by thanking God for specifics: your family, ethnicity, gifts, and
unique traits.

o Seek prayer and fellowship to support continued restoration and healing.

o Reflect daily on ways to represent God’s grace in visible forms to others as a trophy of His
kindness.

e Rest confidently that God is continuing His good work in you, even on hard days.
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Challenges for the Week

e Write down and confess areas where you feel marred or unworthy; invite Jesus to restore
those places.

e Reject any cultural or enemy-driven narratives that diminish your God-given identity.

e Look for at least one way to show God’s goodness to someone else—be a living
masterpiece reflecting grace.

e Memorize Psalm 139:14 and recite it when self-doubt or condemnation arise.

e Reach out to a Christian friend or mentor for prayer and support in your restoration
journey.

e Set aside time to meditate on Jeremiah 29:11 to reinforce confidence in God’s plan.

e Commit to trust God’s process of sanctification in your spirit, soul, and body without
frustration.

Further Study

e Study the life and art of Rembrandt and his paintings of Christ to deepen appreciation of
God’s masterpiece concept.

e Delve into Genesis 1 and 2 for God's original design and intention for humanity.

e Explore 2 Corinthians 5:17 about new creation in Christ.

e Reflect on Romans 8 about life in the Spirit and restoration from sin’s power.

e Look into Psalm 139 for personal insights on God’s intimate knowledge and crafting of
you.

e Read John 10:10 and meditate on Jesus’ promise of life to the full—what that means
personally.

e Review Philippians 1:6 and track God’s ongoing work in your life.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, Master Artist and Creator of all things, | stand in awe that You designed me as
Your masterpiece—fearfully and wonderfully made. Though sin has marred the image You placed
in me, | thank You that through Jesus Christ, | am being restored, renewed, and reformed into
Your likeness. Today, | surrender every part of my being—body, soul, and spirit—to Your loving
hands. Help me to reject the lies that seek to diminish my worth and to live boldly reflecting Your
glory to the world. Strengthen my faith to rest confidently in Your perfect plan for my life. May
my life be a visible testimony of Your infinite grace and kindness. | receive Your peace that
surpasses understanding, and | rejoice in being called Your child and Your masterpiece. In Jesus’
victorious name, Amen.
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1

Scripture Verse

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) — "For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago."

Reflection

Prayer

Imagine walking through the grand Museum Square in Amsterdam surrounded by
paintings that have stood the test of centuries, masterpieces created by the Dutch
Masters like Rembrandt and Van Gogh. Each delicate brushstroke, every layer carefully
crafted to reveal the deep beauty and emotion intended by the Master Artist. Just like
those masterpieces, you are God’s work of art—created with intentionality, purpose, and
exquisite detail. The apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:10 that we are God’s masterpiece.
The Greek word for masterpiece, "poiema," literally means a poem or a creative
expression. You are God’s personal poem, handcrafted and uniquely designed to reveal
His glory. Your life is not an accident or arandom occurrence, but a deliberate act of divine
artistry. When we consider the marvelous complexity of the human body—our brains able
to store multitudes of information, our hearts beating billions of times, our senses
discerning the vastness and subtleties of the world around us—it all points to the skilled
hand of our Creator. Yet, more than physical perfection, we are made in the image and
likeness of God, composed of body, soul, and spirit. This trinity like God Himself sets us
apart, granting us dominion over creation and the ability to reflect His nature. However,
much like a painting that has gathered dirt and damage over time, sin has marred the
image of God within us. But here lies the hope: Jesus came to restore the masterpiece
that sin tried to ruin. Like the ancient painting hidden away in a New Jersey basement,
covered in varnish and additions, your life can be cleansed and restored to reveal the
glory you were always meant to show. The Master Artist is at work in you, crafting you
anew through Christ. Today, meditate on the truth that you are God’s masterpiece,
fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14). Your life has immense value, and God'’s
hands are continually shaping you for good works He prepared long ago. Let this inspire
gratitude and confidence as you face each day, knowing the Master is not finished with
you yet.

Lord, thank You for creating me as Your masterpiece. Help me to see myself through Your

eyes and trust Your hand as You shape me each day. Restore what sin has marred and fill
me with Your Spirit so that | may reflect Your glory in all | do. Amen.
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Day 2

Scripture Verse
1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NIV) — "May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through
and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ."

Reflection
Have you ever considered the depth of what it means to be made in God’s image? Not
just in our physical bodies, but as integrated beings—spirit, soul, and body—as the
Apostle Paul describes in 1 Thessalonians 5:23. God didn’t just create a vessel; He created
a masterpiece comprising every facet of our being. But what happens when this
masterpiece appears marred by life’s hardships, sin’s stains, and painful memories? In
Amsterdam, a city often associated with liberal freedoms and broken sin, the truth
remains: the image of God within us can be obscured but never erased. Like a masterful
painting in need of restoration, the essence of God’s design still shines beneath the
surface. Consider this story from recent years: a painting found in a dingy basement,
initially thought worthless. With careful cleaning and removal of overpaint, it revealed
itself to be a genuine Rembrandt masterpiece, worth millions. This mirrors the work Christ
does in us. No darkness or neglect can truly diminish your value or worth as God’s
creation. The Master restorer, Jesus, is able to cleanse your life from the varnish of sin
and the added marks of shame, exposing your true identity as a radiant masterpiece. Dr.
Billy Wilson challenges us to recognize God as the Master Artist, to reject lies that diminish
our image, and to rejoice in God’s design—skin color, family background, gender, and
more—all chosen and crafted by Him. When we embrace this, we begin the healing
process and allow ourselves to reflect His kindness and grace to those around us. What
areas in your life feel marred or overlooked? Today, invite Jesus to begin His restoration
work there; trust that the Spirit sanctifies you wholly—spirit, soul, and body—making you
blameless and complete in Christ. Reflect on your value, not weighed by human opinions
or failures, but divine worth, chosen and precious to God.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, sanctify my spirit, soul, and body. Cleanse me of what mars Your image
in me and restore the masterpiece You created. Help me to embrace Your design and
walk in the fullness of Your peace and purpose. Amen.
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Day 3

Scripture Verse
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) — "For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."

Reflection
On your journey of faith, do you sometimes feel like you are stuck in a dark basement of
life? Covered by failure, shame, or pain, as if the Master’s touch has forgotten you?
Remember the truth and promise in Jeremiah 29:11, where God declares He has plans to
prosper you and give you hope — a future filled with purpose. In Amsterdam’s Museum
Square, the masterpieces on display were not born perfect; many required restoration to
reveal the beauty beneath years of neglect. Similarly, your life might feel like it’s buried
under layers of hardship or sin, but Jesus steps into that dungeons of despair to wash
away those stains. He isn’t interested in condemning you; He came to set you free and
restore you to your rightful place as His treasured creation. | want you to hear this: you
are God’s chosen masterpiece. Though the enemy tries to steal your joy, kill your
confidence, and destroy your God-given design, Jesus promises life to the full (John
10:10). As Dr. Billy Wilson emphasized, we are to rejoice in God’s choice; this includes
your family, talents, and very being. Reject the world’s voice that tells you otherwise.
Instead, cling to God’s promises and His good plans. Remember Margaret’s story shared
on "World Impact": a woman weighed down by depression, anxiety, and trauma, who
found healing and peace when she finally allowed Jesus to reintroduce Himself as her
Father. Your healing journey may look different, it may take time or be sudden, but it
begins by resting in the trust that God—the Master—is at work completing His
masterpiece in you. Today, embrace God’s plan and rest in the confidence that the One
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion. Let the world see His grace
through you as a living, radiant testimony of God’s restoration power.

Prayer
Lord God, thank You for having plans to prosper me and fill me with hope. Help me rest
confidently in Your loving hands, trusting You to complete the good work You have begun.
Teach me to be a reflection of Your glory as Your cherished masterpiece. Amen.
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