ORAL ROBERTS UNIVERSITY PRESENTS

WORLDIMPACT

WITH DR BILLY WILSON

Masterpiece

Bible Glossary: People & Places

Rembrandt

Sermon Reference
Dr. Billy Wilson highlights Rembrandt as a leading Dutch master, renowned for creating
masterpieces including biblical scenes depicting the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, such as 'The Raising of the Cross' and 'The Three Crosses.' His attention to detail,
emotional depth, and powerful portrayals are presented as reflections of mastery which
parallel God's work in creating humanity as His masterpiece.

Background Context
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn (1606—1669) was a Dutch painter and etcher who is
generally considered one of the greatest visual artists in the history of art and the most
important in Dutch art history. Emerging during the Dutch Golden Age—a period of
immense wealth, cultural achievement, and artistic innovation—Rembrandt's work is
characterized by his profound human insight, innovative use of light and shadow, and
remarkable skill in portraying the human spirit across various religious, historical, and
biblical subjects.

Born in Leiden, Netherlands, Rembrandt was trained as a master painter and quickly
distinguished himself through a series of self-portraits, profound narrative paintings, and
exceptional etchings. He mastered techniques of chiaroscuro to impart dramatic
intensity, making his biblical scenes resonate with emotional realism. Rembrandt’s artistic
contributions significantly influenced the development of Western art, moving beyond
mere representation toward conveying complex spiritual and psychological narratives.

Notably, Rembrandt’s artworks featured biblical events with profound theological insight,
painting scenes such as the crucifixion, the raising of Lazarus, and many Old Testament
narratives. His paintings served as devotional tools and catechetical aids, helping
believers visualize scriptural truths and engage with spiritual realities deeply. His
interpretations enriched the Christian artistic tradition by making sacred stories palpable
and profoundly human.Moreover, Rembrandt’s personal faith journey intertwined with
his art, reflecting struggles and hope inherent in the Christian experience. His portrayal of
pivotal moments in Jesus’ life underlined the redemptive nature of Scripture and
demonstrated his reverence for God’s work in humanity. Through his masterpieces,
Rembrandt continues to inspire viewers worldwide to contemplate the divine, echoing
the sermon’s message that believers are God’s masterpiece, created for His glory.



Museum Square, Amsterdam

Sermon Reference
Dr. Billy Wilson describes Museum Square in Amsterdam as the backdrop for discussing
God as the Master and believers as His masterpiece. It houses some of the world’s
greatest museums featuring works of the Dutch Masters, including Rembrandt and Van
Gogh. The square symbolizes a place of artistic excellence and cultural heritage,
paralleling God’s creation of humanity as a masterful work of art.

Background Context
Museum Square (Museumplein) is a large public space in Amsterdam, Netherlands,
notable for its concentration of significant cultural institutions. This area hosts some of
the most celebrated museums globally, including the Rijksmuseum, the Van Gogh
Museum, and the Stedelijk Museum of Modern Art. Each institution holds rich collections
reflecting centuries of artistic achievement, particularly highlighting the Dutch Masters
from the 16th and 17th centuries—the apex of Dutch cultural and artistic influence during
the Dutch Golden Age.

The Rijksmuseum is the crown jewel of the square, housing masterpieces from
Rembrandt, Vermeer, and other prominent Dutch painters. These works exemplify
exceptional craftsmanship, attention to detail, and deep narrative insight, capturing
moments varying from domestic life to grand biblical stories. The Van Gogh Museum
focuses on the post-impressionist master Vincent Van Gogh, offering insight into his
turbulent life and revolutionary artistic style. Together, these museums serve as both a
historical archive and a vibrant center of learning, appreciation, and inspiration.

Historically, Museumplein represents Amsterdam's commitment to preserving and
showcasing its rich cultural legacy to the world. The public space serves not only tourists
and art enthusiasts but also acts as a symbol of human creativity and the pursuit of beauty
amid the city's largely liberal social reputation, which the sermon suggests mirrors the
tension between sin’s mar and God’s restorative artistry in humanity.In theological terms,
Museum Square stands as an emblematic setting where the human capacity for creativity,
excellence, and expression is celebrated and seen as a shadow or reflection of the
Creator’s own mastery. It draws a poignant parallel to the biblical message that believers
themselves are God’s masterpiece, crafted with the same intentionality and care
evidenced in the creation of great art preserved there.
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Vincent Van Gogh

Sermon Reference
Mentioned as another celebrated Dutch master with an entire museum dedicated to him
at Museum Square, Amsterdam. Though not part of the original Dutch Golden Age
painters, Van Gogh’s work represents the enduring legacy and evolving nature of artistic
mastery, metaphorically echoing the ongoing work of God as Creator in His masterpiece,
humanity.

Background Context
Vincent Willem van Gogh (1853-1890) was a Dutch post-impressionist painter whose
work profoundly influenced 20th-century art. He produced over 2,100 artworks, including
around 860 oil paintings, many of which are now among the most famous pieces
worldwide. Unlike the Dutch Masters of the 17th century, Van Gogh’s work is marked by
bold colors, emotive brushwork, and a pursuit of expression that captured psychological
anguish alongside spiritual yearning.

Though he struggled with mental illness and poverty throughout his life, Van Gogh
created art with a depth of passion and sincerity that transcended his personal suffering.
His work expressed themes of nature, human struggle, faith, and hope, often
underpinned by his background as a missionary and his deeply reflective character. His
paintings like 'Starry Night' and 'Sunflowers' communicate intense emotion, the beauty
of creation, and the complexities of human experience.

Van Gogh’s legacy differs from the classical masters, but his creative genius and relentless
pursuit of meaning reflect humanity's capacity for transcendent expression. The museum
dedicated to him in Amsterdam stands as a testament to how artistry can communicate
divine realities and inner transformation, paralleling the biblical theme of restoration and
new creation in Christ.In the context of the sermon, Van Gogh exemplifies how the
concept of 'masterpiece’ is not confined to one era or style. His life and art underscore
the continual process of creative formation and renewal, mirroring the Christian’s journey
as a work in progress under the Master’s hand.

Pope Francis

Sermon Reference
Pope Francis is quoted in affirming that 'Each of us is a masterpiece of God's creation,’
reinforcing the central sermon theme that every person is deliberately designed by God
and holds intrinsic value and purpose.

Background Context
Pope Francis, born Jorge Mario Bergoglio in 1936 in Argentina, is the 266th pope of the
Roman Catholic Church, elected in 2013. Serving as a global religious leader, Pope Francis
is known for his emphasis on humility, compassion, care for the poor, and stewardship of
creation. His papacy has been marked by efforts to renew the Church's mission with a
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focus on mercy and inclusivity while addressing complex social and theological issues.His
teachings often underline the dignity of every human being as created in the image of
God, emphasizing God’s unconditional love and the transformative power of grace. His
statement declaring each person a masterpiece reflects the broader Christian doctrine
that humanity is not accidental but intentionally made for relationship with God and
purpose in His divine plan.

Francis’ role is pivotal in contemporary Christianity, bridging tradition and modern
challenges. He encourages believers worldwide to recognize their worth and to live out
their calling as reflections of God’s glory, embodying the message of restoration and
identity articulated in the sermon.In the context of the sermon, Pope Francis’ words
bolster the declaration that we are handcrafted by Him—not mass-produced or
random—affirming confidence and hope to believers as they embrace their identity and
destiny in Christ.

Importance in the Bible
While Pope Francis is not a biblical figure, his leadership and teachings draw heavily from
Scripture, particularly passages that affirm human dignity (Genesis 1:26-27), the call to
holiness, and the nature of divine craftsmanship. His influence helps contemporary
believers understand and live out the biblical truth that they are God’s masterpiece,
created for good works and to reveal His glory as described in Ephesians 2:10.

Noah

Sermon Reference
Mentioned in the sermon as a biblical figure God instructed on capital punishment post-
flood, highlighting that human life is sacred because man is made in God’s image, even
after the fall and the flood.

Background Context
Noah is a pivotal figure in the Old Testament, known primarily for his role as the righteous
man chosen by God to survive the worldwide flood that destroyed all humanity except
his family. His story, found in Genesis chapters 6 through 9, illustrates God's judgment on
sin coupled with grace and covenantal faithfulness. By building the ark as God
commanded, Noah and his family became the progenitors of post-flood humanity, serving
as a fresh start for God's creation.

Following the flood, God established a covenant with Noah, promising never to destroy
the earth again by flood (Genesis 9). Part of the covenant included commands to preserve
life and uphold justice, explicitly reinforcing the sanctity of human life because humans
bear God's image. Genesis 9:6 states, 'Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their
blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind.' This pronouncement
reaffirmed that despite humanity’s sinfulness, the divine image remains and commands
respect for human life.
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Noah’s narrative reveals how God's creative intention for humanity remains intact despite
the fallenness of the world. The preservation of the image of God in man, even after
judgment, underscores the enduring value and dignity of human beings. Indeed, sin
marred but did not erase the divine imprint, laying a foundation for subsequent
redemption and restoration through Christ.The life of Noah thus forms a critical bridge in
biblical history between creation, judgment, and redemption. It affirms the continuous
presence of God’s image in humanity and His desire for restoration—key ideas that
resonate throughout Scripture and underline the sermon's theme that believers are God's
masterpiece, still bearing His image despite sin’s effects.
Importance in the Bible

Noah’s story exemplifies how God preserves and honors His image in humanity post-fall
and post-judgment, setting a precedent for God’s ongoing redemptive work culminating
in Christ. His account underscores the sacredness of human life, the seriousness of sin’s
damage, and the hope of restoration—central themes foundational to understanding
believers as God’s masterpiece created for good works and eternal fellowship with Him.
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