
 

Accelerate 

Bible Glossary, People & Places 

Philip 

Sermon Reference 
Philip is central in the sermon as the example of being accelerated by the Holy Spirit. His 
instant supernatural transportation from the Gaza desert to Azotus after baptizing the 
Ethiopian eunuch illustrates how obedience and focus on God's heart can position one 
for remarkable divine acceleration. 

Background Context 
Philip first appears in the New Testament in Acts 6:5, where he is named among the seven 
men chosen as deacons to serve the early church in Jerusalem, specifically to ensure fair 
distribution to widows and the needy. This appointment indicates his strong character of 
faith and wisdom. His role expanded as the persecution in Jerusalem scattered the 
disciples, and he became an evangelist, preaching the gospel beyond Jerusalem, including 
to Samaria (Acts 8:4-8). 
 
Philip’s ministry in Samaria was marked by significant miracles and conversions, greatly 
broadening the reach of the gospel. This evangelistic work paved the way for the spread 
of Christianity beyond Jewish communities, symbolizing the inclusive nature of the early 
church’s mission. His encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-40) is a notable 
moment in the expansion of Christianity into Africa, highlighting Philip's pivotal role as a 
bridge between cultures and peoples. 
 
Philip’s flexibility in ministry—from serving tables to preaching and traveling into new 
geographical and cultural territories—demonstrates his responsiveness to the Holy 
Spirit's guidance. His instant transportation by the Spirit after baptizing the eunuch 
reinforces the theological concept of divine empowerment that transcends natural 
limitations. This event symbolizes the supernatural empowerment available for 
evangelism and mission work even today.In the broader biblical narrative, Philip’s 
ministry exemplifies the transition from a Jerusalem-centered gospel movement to a 
global mission.  

Importance in the Bible 
Philip’s importance lies in his role as a key figure in the early Christian mission post-
Pentecost. Not merely a deacon, he became a vital evangelist who extended the Christian 
faith beyond Jewish boundaries, reaching Samaria and the African continent through the 
Ethiopian eunuch. His life demonstrates an essential archetype of a Spirit-led believer — 
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obedient, flexible, and empowered to break natural boundaries. Philip's ministry 
foreshadows the church's global mission, making his life and actions a cornerstone 
narrative in understanding the expansion of Christianity and divine acceleration in the 
spread of the gospel. 

Ethiopian Eunuch 

Sermon Reference 
The Ethiopian eunuch appears in Acts 8 and is the person whom Philip baptizes after 
explaining Isaiah 53 to him. The eunuch's conversion inaugurates the beginning of the 
gospel’s expansion into Africa and symbolizes how focusing on 'one' person can open 
entire regions for the gospel. 

Background Context 
The Ethiopian eunuch was an important official in the court of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, described in Acts 8:27 as the treasurer. His status highlights the reach of the 
gospel beyond Judea and Samaria, into Africa — a region rich in history and biblical 
symbolism. Eunuchs held various positions in ancient royal courts, often respected for 
loyalty and trustworthiness. His presence on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem signifies the 
interconnectedness of faith and empire even in the first century.The eunuch is reading 
from Isaiah 53, a prophetic passage describing the suffering servant — a profound 
theological text about redemption and sacrifice, which was confusing to him until Philip 
explained that it foretold Jesus’ mission. This narrative underscores the role of personal 
ministry and teaching in unlocking the Scriptures and leading individuals to faith. It serves 
to show the transformative power of the gospel when actively shared in obedience to the 
Spirit’s prompting. 
 
This encounter marks the first recorded baptism of a Gentile African in the Christian 
Scriptures, establishing a scriptural foundation for the Christian presence in Africa—the 
continent with the largest Christian population today. The eunuch’s conversion is a 
historical and theological milestone, bridging cultural and racial divisions, demonstrating 
the early church's mission to embrace all nations, and expanding the biblical vision of 
God’s kingdom. 
 
His story illustrates the principle of salvation being for all people, and how one individual, 
when saved, can serve as a catalyst for broader evangelistic movements. The eunuch’s 
joy and faith serve as a testimony to the power of the gospel to cross every barrier—
social, ethnic, and geographic—and bring about spiritual acceleration in the expansion of 
God's kingdom. 

Importance in the Bible 
The Ethiopian eunuch stands as a symbol of the universality of the gospel message. His 
baptism by Philip signifies a crucial step in the global spread of Christianity, highlighting 
that salvation is for all - not limited by nationality or social status. 
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Gaza Desert 

Sermon Reference 
The Gaza desert is the location where Philip baptizes the Ethiopian eunuch. It is described 
as a remote, barren desert area about 20 miles from the city of Azotus (Ashdod), and 
signifies a place of seeming emptiness or desolation where God’s supernatural movement 
occurs. 

Background Context 
The Gaza region, historically a major city on the Philistine coast, had surrounding desert 
areas known for their inhospitable nature and strategic geographic importance. During 
New Testament times, this area lay on a crucial trade and caravan route connecting Africa 
and the Near East. The desert near Gaza was an isolated wilderness area, ideal for the 
dramatic, personal encounter between Philip and the eunuch away from the city’s hustle. 
 
Biblically, deserts often symbolize places of testing, transformation, and divine encounter, 
as seen in the stories of Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. The Gaza desert provides an appropriate 
backdrop for a moment of spiritual awakening and baptism, signaling how God’s 
intervention can bring life and renewal even in barren or challenging environments. It 
stands in sharp contrast to the flourishing city of Azotus to which Philip is transported. 
 
Historically and culturally, Gaza was a city with a Philistine heritage and a crossroads of 
empires, and the desert nearby signified the boundary between settled life and wild, 
perilous wilderness. This setting enriches the biblical narrative by showing the gospel 
crossing both geographical and spiritual frontiers, reinforcing the sermon’s theme that 
God can move believers from seeming deserts to fruitful ministry fields. 

Importance in the Bible 
The Gaza desert functions as a theological symbol of God’s power to bring life and 
purpose in places that appear barren or obscure. The location’s geographical and cultural 
significance as a borderland between regions symbolizes the church’s mission to reach 
beyond comfort zones into new territories. The miraculous transport of Philip from the 
desert to Azotus reinforces the biblical theme of divine intervention and empowerment 
that enables the expansion of the gospel across natural boundaries. 

Azotus (Ashdod) 

Sermon Reference 
Azotus is the city to which Philip was supernaturally transported after baptizing the 
Ethiopian eunuch. From Azotus, Philip continued preaching the gospel in surrounding 
towns until he reached Caesarea. 

Background Context 
Azotus, known today as Ashdod, was one of the five chief cities of the Philistines located 
on the Mediterranean coast. It was an important urban center in the ancient Near East, 
serving as a cultural and economic hub. Its location on major trade routes made Azotus 



Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson 

strategically significant historically and biblically. In the biblical narrative, the Philistines 
were recurrent antagonists to Israel, making Azotus an illustrative setting for early 
Christian evangelism’s expansion into territories historically hostile or foreign to Jewish 
people. 
 
The city’s inclusion in Acts 8 following Philip’s miraculous transport reflects the gospel’s 
forward momentum from marginalized beginnings in Jerusalem, moving through Samaria 
and now reaching key Gentile regions. The geographical journey from Gaza desert to 
Azotus highlights the widening scope of early Christian mission into diverse cultural and 
ethnic domains. Philip’s ongoing preaching from Azotus underscores the continuation and 
spread of revival through Spirit-led evangelism. 
 
Historically, Azotus was also associated with idolatry and pagan worship, which in the 
biblical worldview presents a contrast that highlights renewal and transformation 
through the gospel. Philip’s ministry here embodies the fulfillment of Jesus' command to 
be witnesses to all nations, demonstrating that no place is beyond the reach of God’s 
redemptive work. 

Importance in the Bible 
Azotus represents a key geographical marker in the early spread of Christianity, 
symbolizing the faith’s expansion into Gentile lands historically linked to opposition and 
paganism.  
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