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Sermon Synopsis 

In this episode of World Impact, Dr. Billy Wilson explores the theme of revival in the 21st century, 
drawing lessons from the Welsh Revival of 1904. He frames the discussion in the context of the 
approaching 2000-year anniversary of Jesus’ resurrection and Pentecost, presenting the current 
season as an opportunity for spiritual renewal and world evangelization. The message 
encourages believers to respond to God’s call for revival and to open themselves to the Holy 
Spirit’s work in their lives and ministries. 

Dr. Wilson outlines a biblical pattern for revival found in the book of Joel, highlighting five steps: 
recognizing spiritual need, repenting and returning to God, receiving the Holy Spirit’s 
empowerment, experiencing restoration and joy, and rejoicing in God’s works. He emphasizes 
that revival requires more than ritual—it involves humble confession, obedience to the Spirit, 
and bold public witness. 

The Welsh Revival, led by Evan Roberts, illustrates these steps in practice. Roberts’ surrender and 
prayer sparked a movement that transformed communities across Wales, resulting in large-scale 
conversions, altered societal behaviors, and heightened spiritual hunger. Stories of communal 
worship, personal testimonies, and the “Get Out of Bed Brigade” demonstrate how focused 
prayer and obedience led to lasting change. Dr. Wilson also traces the revival’s influence abroad, 
including connections to the Azusa Street Revival in the United States, showing that God’s work 
transcends time and geography. 

Concluding, Dr. Wilson encourages believers to embrace revival personally and corporately, 
committing to prayer, obedience, and openness to the Spirit. He presents revival not as a 
historical event but as a present reality accessible to any believer seeking renewal. The sermon 
invites Christians to pursue spiritual awakening in their communities, emphasizing that genuine 
transformation begins with recognition, repentance, and a willingness to respond to God. 
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Sermon Highlights 

• Revival follows a divine pattern outlined in the book of Joel: recognition of need, 
repentance by returning to God, receiving the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, restoration 
by God's hand, and rejoicing in His faithfulness (Joel 1:2; 2:12-13, 28-29, 25, 21). 

• The Welsh revival of 1904 exemplifies this pattern with 100,000 conversions sparked by 
Evan Roberts' cry to God, 'Lord bend me,' showing that personal holiness and immediate 
obedience to the Holy Spirit ignite powerful revival. 

• True revival transforms both individuals and communities—changing lives, attitudes, and 
even cultural behaviors, as evidenced by the coal miners who abandoned foul language 
and embraced new life in Christ. 

• Revival is accessible and necessary today; believers are called to examine their hearts, 
confess known sins, discard doubtful habits, obey promptings of the Spirit immediately, 
and publicly confess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 

• God calls the church in the 21st century to experience fresh revival that will empower 
fulfilling the Great Commission with urgency, as history shows revival movements 
precede and fuel worldwide spiritual awakening. 

Scripture Verses 

Joel 1:2 
Hear this, you elders; listen, all who live in the land. Has anything like this ever happened 
in your days or in the days of your ancestors? Tell it to your children, and let your children 
tell it to their children, and their children to the next generation. 

Joel 1:14 
Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly. Summon the elders and all who live in the land 
to the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord. 

Joel 2:12-13 
'Even now,' declares the Lord, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping 
and mourning.' Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for 
he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents 
from sending calamity. 

Joel 2:28-29 
And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my 
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

Joel 2:25 
And I will restore to you the years that the locust has eaten—the great locust and the 
young locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm—my great army that I sent among 
you. You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the 
Lord your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my people be shamed. 
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Joel 2:21, 23 
Do not be afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the Lord has done great things! 
Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you the autumn 
rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring 
rain, as before. 

Quotes 

• "God is calling the church to experience his presence, his new life, in a fresh way in the 
21st century, that will position us so we can be more fruitful than ever for his glory." - Dr. 
Billy Wilson 

• "The first step for revival is recognition. The people of God must first recognize that they 
need God's help and they are desperate for it, before they will see it." - Dr. Billy Wilson 

• "When we recognize our need for God, and then we turn our heart back to God, this is 
what repentance means, to change your mind, or to change your direction." - Dr. Billy 
Wilson 

• "The Welsh revival was dramatic, amazing, and world changing. And it was led by a young 
preacher who had been bent to God's will, he had returned to God, he had repented of 
his sins, and God used him in a powerful way." - Dr. Billy Wilson 
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Bible Study 

Objectives 

• To understand the biblical pattern of revival based on the book of Joel. 
• To explore the historical example of the 1904 Welsh Revival and its impact. 
• To recognize the practical steps that lead to spiritual renewal and revival in personal and 

corporate life. 
• To inspire believers to seek personal revival and participate actively in their churches and 

communities. 
• To cultivate obedience to the Holy Spirit and public confession of faith as vital aspects of 

revival. 

Reading and Reflections 

• Joel 1:2 – The call to remember and declare God’s works to future generations. 
• Joel 2:12-13 – Invitation to return to God with heartfelt repentance. 
• Joel 2:28-29 – Promise of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all people. 
• Joel 2:25 – Assurance of restoration after calamity. 
• Joel 2:21, 23 – Exhortation to rejoice because the Lord has done great things. 
• Reflection on Evan Roberts’ prayer: 'Lord, bend me,' as a model of submission and 

readiness for revival. 

Key Observations 

• Revival begins with recognition—acknowledging our need for God’s power and presence. 
• Repentance and wholehearted return to God are essential for revival’s breakthrough. 
• Revival results in an outpouring of the Holy Spirit that empowers all believers, regardless 

of age or status. 
• Restoration follows revival—God recovers lost years and renews joy and purpose. 
• Rejoicing in the Lord confirms God’s faithfulness and the fruit of revival. 
• Evan Roberts exemplifies commitment by confessing sin, removing doubtful habits, 

immediate obedience, and public faith declaration. 
• Revival often brings spontaneous worship, mutual exhortation, and vivid encounters with 

God. 
• Persistent prayer, like the 'Get Out of Bed Brigade,' fuels revival and leads to personal and 

corporate transformation. 
• Historical revivals like Wales 1904 spark wider movements, as seen linking to the Azusa 

Street Revival. 

Personal Reflections 

• Do I personally recognize areas in my life where I need God’s power and revival? 
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• Have I taken deliberate steps to return to God in true repentance, beyond ritual or habit? 
• Am I willing to confess hidden sin and surrender doubtful habits that hinder my walk with 

God? 
• How quickly do I obey the Holy Spirit’s prompting in my daily life? 
• Am I faithful to publicly declare my faith in Christ even when it challenges the culture 

around me? 
• Do I cultivate persistent, intercessory prayer for revival in my family, church, and nation? 
• What joy and restoration has God already brought to my life, and how can I celebrate that 

to inspire others? 
• Am I ready to join God’s movement today, like Evan Roberts, with humility and passion? 

Lessons for Daily Life 

• Never ignore the spiritual dryness; acknowledging it is the gateway to revival. 
• Repentance is not just for unbelievers but a continual posture for every believer. 
• Openness and immediate obedience to the Holy Spirit can drastically change life 

direction. 
• Community involvement through prayer and worship strengthens revival’s impact. 
• Restoration after setbacks is part of God’s divine plan when we earnestly seek Him. 
• Public confession of faith builds boldness and strengthens the church’s witness. 
• The power of united prayer groups can influence breakthroughs beyond our sight. 
• God’s revival is still possible and relevant today; we must not settle for spiritual 

stagnation. 

Practical Applications 

• Set aside regular times to confess known sins and examine areas of doubtful habits. 
• Create a prayer circle or join a prayer group focused on revival in your church or 

community. 
• Practice immediate obedience when you sense the Spirit’s guidance—whether in service, 

sharing faith, or repentance. 
• Make a public declaration of your faith through testimony, baptism, or sharing Jesus with 

others. 
• Read and meditate on the book of Joel weekly to internalize the pattern of revival. 
• Invite others to participate in spontaneous worship and testimonies during gatherings. 
• Organize or participate in fasting and sacred assemblies that focus on seeking God’s face. 
• Journal your personal journey through revival steps—recognition, repentance, receiving, 

restoration, and rejoicing. 

Challenges for the Week 

• Identify one doubtful habit or hidden sin and commit it to God in repentance. 
• Respond immediately to the Holy Spirit’s promptings at least once a day. 
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• Join or initiate a nightly prayer effort for revival, mirroring the 'Get Out of Bed Brigade.' 
• Publicly share your faith story or pray for boldness to do so within seven days. 
• Reflect daily on restoration God is working in your life and express gratitude through 

worship. 
• Encourage at least two believers to join you in seeking revival prayer and accountability. 

Further Study 

• In-depth study of the book of Joel with a focus on chapters 1 and 2. 
• Examination of the history and impact of the Welsh Revival of 1904. 
• Research the connection and influence of the Welsh Revival on the Azusa Street Revival. 
• Biography of Evan Roberts and analysis of his revival principles. 
• Devotionals on the power and work of the Holy Spirit in revival (e.g., Acts 2). 
• Study of the role of confession, repentance, and obedience in personal holiness. 
• Exploration of corporate revival efforts in church history and their application today. 
• Insights on how cultural contexts affect revival and how to pray effectively for modern-

day awakening. 

Closing Prayer 

Lord Almighty, we come before You with humble hearts, recognizing our great need for You. Like 
the people of Wales over a hundred years ago, and like the people in the days of Joel, we declare 
our hunger for Your presence and power. Bend us, Lord, to Your will; cleanse us from all sin and 
doubtful habits. Pour out Your Holy Spirit afresh upon us, that we may receive new life and 
boldness to confess Jesus Christ publicly. Restore to us what has been lost through complacency 
or disobedience. Fill our hearts with rejoicing and praise as we witness Your mighty works. 
Empower us by Your Spirit to be agents of revival in our homes, churches, and nations. Let this 
season be marked by transformation and harvest for Your glory. In the mighty name of Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord and Savior, we pray. Amen. 
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Daily Devotionals 

Day 1 

Scripture Verse 
Joel 1:2 - "Hear this, you elders; listen, all who live in the land. Has anything like this ever 
happened in your days or in the days of your ancestors? Tell it to your children, and let 
your children tell it to their children, and their children to the next generation." 

Reflection 
As you begin this journey of revival, your heart must first awaken to a painful reality: the 
need for God’s powerful touch in your life. Joel challenges the elders and inhabitants of 
the land to recognize a moment so significant, so life-altering, it demands to be passed 
down through generations. This is no ordinary wake-up call. It is a divine invitation to see 
the world—and yourself—with new eyes. Think about Evan Roberts, a young man in 
Wales who, despite living in a deeply religious culture, saw and acknowledged a missing 
presence in his community’s faith. For thirteen years, he prayed and fasted, longing for 
revival. His recognition of spiritual hunger was the first domino that set a historic 
transformation in motion. Just as a child in a dark room reaches out for a switch to bring 
light, so you must reach out in honesty and humility to say, “Lord, I need You desperately.” 
Sometimes, our hearts can grow dull or distracted by routine, and it’s only when we 
recognize the dryness within that we are moved to seek the life-giving waters of the Spirit. 
Consider a personal example: perhaps your mornings begin in autopilot, hurried and 
disconnected, or your faith feels more like habit than passion. What would happen if, 
right now, you took a moment to honestly reflect—what difference does Jesus make in 
your daily life? Just as the Welsh people were called to cry out to God, you too are invited 
to declare your need before God. Recognition is the essential first step; it opens the door 
for revival. Let this be your moment to say, "God, I recognize I need Your revival to sweep 
through my heart again." 

Prayer 
Lord, open my eyes to see my need for You. Help me to recognize the places where I have 
grown complacent and to awaken my heart to Your presence. Let this be the beginning 
of a mighty revival in my life. Amen. 
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Day 2 

Scripture Verse 
Joel 2:12-13 - "'Even now,' declares the Lord, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting 
and weeping and mourning.' Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord 
your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and 
he relents from sending calamity." 

Reflection 
Recognition leads us naturally to repentance—returning our hearts fully to God. The great 
Welsh revival was born of this very turning point, when Evan Roberts, with tears and a 
broken spirit, cried out, “Lord, bend me.” Repentance isn’t merely about sorrow for sin; 
it’s about a wholehearted turning, a change of mind and direction toward God’s will. In 
your life, it may look like confessing known sins, but it also means releasing the doubtful 
habits that subtly weaken your walk with God. Imagine a traveler who has wandered off 
the clear path, unsure of which way leads home—not by neglect but by distraction. When 
this traveler turns around and commits to the right road, revival begins. The Welsh revival 
reminds us that revival doesn’t come from ritual but from sincere heart change. Take a 
moment today to examine your heart. What might God be asking you to put away? Maybe 
it’s a habit, a grudge, pride, or even fear that holds you back from full surrender. Like Evan 
Roberts, or the people in Wales who confessed their sins and opened themselves fully to 
the Holy Spirit, you too can experience the cleansing return to God’s grace. This turning 
paves the way for the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in your life. 

Prayer 
Jesus, I come before You today with a humble and repentant heart. I surrender my doubts, 
my sins, and my fears. Bend me, Lord—shape me to Your will. Fill me anew with Your 
grace and mercy. Amen. 
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Day 3 

Scripture Verse 
Joel 2:28-29, 25, 21, 23 - "And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see 
visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days... And I will restore to you the years that the locust has eaten... Do not be afraid, land 
of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the Lord has done great things! Be glad, people of 
Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you the autumn rains because he is 
faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rain, as before." 

Reflection 
After recognition and repentance comes the powerful act of receiving—opening your 
heart wide to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Wales experienced this vibrant pouring 
out, where people of all ages were moved to prophecy, to dream, to see visions. This 
supernatural revival transformed not only individuals but entire communities, bringing 
restoration where once was desolation. Think about a dry field long parched by drought 
suddenly soaked by life-giving rain—crops flourish, joy returns, and the earth sings with 
abundance. So it is in revival. God promises to restore what was lost, to fill the voids with 
joy, courage, and fresh purpose. You are invited to stand open, expectant, and eager to 
receive God's Spirit. This receiving is not passive; it is active faith—trusting that God will 
move mightily in your life here and now. When we proclaim faith publicly and obey God's 
Spirit without hesitation, as Evan Roberts urged, we create fertile ground for revival’s 
fruit. Ask yourself: Are you ready to surrender doubts, to be restored? Are you prepared 
to rejoice and share the testimony of God's goodness? Revival is a cycle: recognition, 
repentance, receiving, restoration, and rejoicing. Might today be your fresh start to 
embrace all these gifts that God is eager to pour into your life? 

Prayer 
Holy Spirit, I open my heart to You today. Pour out Your power in my life. Restore my joy 
and renew my faith. Help me to rejoice and share Your goodness with all. Hallelujah, 
Amen. 
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