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Welsh Revival

People and Places:

Wales

Sermon Reference
The sermon explores the Welsh revival of 1904, a powerful spiritual awakening originating
in Wales, which significantly impacted Christian revival history and patterns of the 21st
century.

Background Context
Wales is a country located on the western edge of Great Britain with a rich historical and
cultural identity that spans centuries. Inhabited originally by Celtic tribes, Wales has
preserved a unique lineage manifested in its language, traditions, and Christian heritage.
The Welsh people have long been characterized by a strong religiosity, particularly
evident after the Reformation when Protestantism deeply influenced their societal
structures. The Morgan Bible, published in 1588, was instrumental in preserving the
Welsh language and disseminating biblical knowledge, especially through the Sunday
school movement that engaged much of the population in scriptural learning. This fusion
of cultural and religious identity paved the way for the spiritual openness that would later
welcome the revival movement.

During the 18th and 19th centuries, Wales underwent significant social and economic
transformation due to the Industrial Revolution. Industries such as coal mining, iron, and
steel production flourished, attracting a burgeoning workforce and doubling the
population. This industrial growth introduced new challenges and dynamics, including
urbanization and labor unrest, that often created spiritual and social unrest. Amidst these
changes, the Christian church remained a central part of the community, yet many felt a
spiritual dryness despite the outward religious observance. The 1904 revival emerged in
this context as a profound spiritual renewal, shaking both the rural and industrial parts of
Wales and addressing the yearning for fresh spiritual power.

At the time of the revival, Welsh society was still steeped in tradition and regular church
attendance, yet the religious experience had become somewhat formalized and
ritualistic. Singing, preaching, and community engagement in worship were integral to
Welsh culture, but many sensed a disconnect between outward religious activity and
heartfelt spiritual vitality. The revival introduced a new dimension of spiritual fervor,
emphasizing personal repentance, communal prayer, and a spontaneous movement of



the Holy Spirit. This movement restored vitality to the faith of many and led to widespread
conversions, impacting communities deeply.

Thus, Wales in the early 20th century represented a dynamic crossroads of historical
reverence, cultural identity, and modern industrial challenges. This unique milieu
provided fertile ground for the revival’s catalyst, a movement that would prepare the
nation—and inspire the wider Christian world—for renewed commitment to God. The
Welsh Revival's legacy extends beyond its temporal geography, serving as a clarion call
for spiritual awakening in the 21st century and beyond.
Importance in the Bible

While Wales is not a biblical location, The Welsh Revival models the fulfillment of
prophetic patterns where recognition of sin, repentance, receiving the Holy Spirit,
restoration, and rejoicing converge to bring about widespread transformation. It
embodies the outpouring of God's Spirit similar to the Pentecost experience in the New
Testament, marking a tangible demonstration of God’s ongoing work to renew hearts and
communities. The revival also served as a significant precursor to the global Pentecostal
and Charismatic movements, including the Azusa Street Revival, reinforcing the biblical
truth that God moves powerfully when His people return to Him in humility and faith.
Thus, it stands as a contemporary historic illustration of biblical truths made manifest and
continues to inspire believers towards revival in spirit and truth.

Evan Roberts

Sermon Reference
Evan Roberts was the young coal miner and preacher whose personal surrender and
revival message sparked the 1904 Welsh revival. His leadership and spiritual experience
are central to understanding the revival’s impactful spread.

Background Context
Evan Roberts was born in 1878 in the coal-mining region of South Wales. Raised in the
Welsh evangelical tradition, he became a Christian during his early teens and committed
himself to fervent prayer for spiritual revival in his nation. Over a period of thirteen years,
Roberts engaged in earnest intercession for God to awaken His church throughout Wales.
His spiritual sensitivity and deep devotional life laid the foundation for his role as a revival
leader. Despite initially feeling called toward the Presbyterian ministry, Roberts’
awakening intensified during a meeting where gospel preacher Seth Joshua emphasized
submission to God’s will, prompting Roberts to spontaneous surrender with the cry, 'Lord,
bend me.' This moment marked a profound personal transformation that propelled him
into the forefront of the Welsh revival.

Roberts’ ministry was distinctive in its simplicity, sincerity, and immediacy. Unlike the
formal preaching conventions of his time, he often spoke modestly, allowing the Holy
Spirit to move freely within the gathered congregations. He traveled extensively
throughout Wales, preaching a message centered on confession of sin, abandonment of
doubtful habits, immediate obedience to the Spirit, and public confession of faith in Jesus
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Christ. On his journeys, he was commonly accompanied by a group of women leading
congregational singing and worship, reflecting a move toward inclusive revival gatherings.
These meetings were characterized by enthusiastic prayer, testimonies, spontaneous
hymn singing, and evident manifestations of the Spirit which attracted wide public
attention, drawing both the curious and the convicted.

The revival meetings frequently lasted late into the night and created stirring spiritual
awakenings, even transforming the lives of hardened coal miners known for their rough
language and lifestyles. Testimonies abounded of men being converted so powerfully that
their speech and demeanor visibly changed, resulting in testimony that spread in
newspapers and beyond. Roberts became an emblematic figure of revival spirituality—
intensely surrendered, fervently prayerful, yet humble and unassuming. His impact
extended far beyond local assemblies and regional boundaries, ultimately influencing
Christian communities across the United Kingdom and serving as a catalyst for global
Pentecostal movements.

Roberts' legacy is a compelling testament to the power of a single believer yielded to God,
demonstrating how personal holiness, unwavering prayer, and prompt obedience to the
Spirit can ignite widespread spiritual renewal. His life and ministry echo biblical calls to
confession, repentance, and fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit, illustrating how revival arises
when the church aligns closely with God’s will and power. Evan Roberts remains a
profound example for contemporary believers seeking revival, embodying the biblical
principle that God uses yielded vessels to transform nations.
Importance in the Bible

Though Evan Roberts is not a biblical figure, his story personifies the biblical principles of
personal repentance, yielding to God’s will, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which
lead to widespread renewal. Roberts’ ministry underscores the timeless biblical truth that
revival begins with individuals who earnestly seek God and alter their lives to serve Him
completely.

Moriah Chapel

Sermon Reference
Moriah Chapel in South Wales was a central location during the 1904 Welsh revival,
serving as a spiritual hub where worship, preaching, and revival activities converged,
symbolizing the heart of religious life in Wales.

Background Context
Moriah Chapel, erected in 1898, is situated in South Wales, a region profoundly known
for its industrial coal mining communities and strong Protestant heritage. The chapel
stands as a monument to Welsh Nonconformist worship traditions, which emphasized
powerful preaching, congregational singing, and community-centered faith. In this era,
chapels like Moriah were more than mere buildings; they were the social and spiritual
epicenters of Welsh towns and villages. The architecture of Moriah, along with other
similar chapels, represented a physical and cultural commitment to a Christian way of life
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that permeated every aspect of local society. It was in such chapels that Welsh identity,
language, and faith intersected to shape a spiritually vibrant community life.

During the early 20th century, Moriah Chapel became intimately connected with the
revival movement sparked by Evan Roberts. As a hub for prayer meetings, revival
gatherings, and communal worship, it hosted events that witnessed the spontaneous flow
of the Holy Spirit and marked changes in personal and communal faith. The chapel's role
went beyond routine worship; it became a beacon drawing multitudes, where even
skeptics and the curious sought to experience the new spiritual fervor. The intense
engagements and gatherings within Moriah Chapel exemplified the grass-roots nature of
the Welsh revival, reflecting the way the Spirit’s movement energized ordinary believers
and transformed entire communities.

The revival services held in Moriah Chapel broke the traditional mold of worship by
incorporating impromptu prayers, testimonies, and singing that equipped participants to
become active movers in the revival themselves. The chapel’s walls witnessed profound
confession, repentance, and renewal—a tangible manifestation of the biblical revival
pattern seen in Joel’s call to sacred assemblies and humbling before God. It also became
a symbol of revival’s inclusivity, where leadership included men and women alike,
embodying a new spiritual cooperation and unity. The experience within Moriah Chapel
catalyzed spiritual momentum that expanded through South Wales and influenced
revivalist movements worldwide.

Today, Moriah Chapel stands as a historical landmark commemorating the vibrant
spiritual renewal that colored Wales’s cultural landscape in the early 1900s. It represents
a faithful gathering place where revival theology and practice were lived out powerfully
and authentically. The chapel’s legacy instructs contemporary believers on the vital role
of corporate worship and prayer in fostering revival, serving as a model for church
communities seeking God’s renewed presence. It remains a significant reminder of how
local places dedicated to God’s glory can host movements that impact the universal
church and global history.

Book of Joel

Sermon Reference
The book of Joel is used in the sermon as the biblical foundation for understanding the
pattern of revival, emphasizing recognition, repentance, receiving the Holy Spirit,
restoration, and rejoicing.

Background Context
The book of Joel is a prophetic text located in the Old Testament, traditionally attributed
to the prophet Joel whose exact historical context is debated but generally dated between
the 9th and 5th centuries BCE. It addresses a period of national crisis in Judah caused by
a severe locust plague and drought, which devastated agriculture and threatened the
people's livelihood. Beyond the physical calamity, Joel’s prophecy also reflects a spiritual
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emergency—an awakening call to a nation that has maintained religious rituals but
become distant in heart from God. Joel's urgent message focuses on repentance and
turning back to God as the pathway to restoration and blessing. It is structured to prompt
communal lament and penitence, aiming to restore Israel's relationship with the Lord
amidst crisis.

Joel opens by directly appealing to the elders and inhabitants of the land to witness and
remember this unprecedented disaster, urging them to declare the event to succeeding
generations. This sets the framework for a multi-generational spiritual legacy rooted in
the remembrance of God’s mighty works and calls for renewed devotion. The prophet
calls for a sacred assembly, fasting, and heartfelt prayer, emphasizing that true revival is
not just ceremonial but a profound transformation of the heart and community. Central
to Joel’s message is the promise that following repentance, God will pour out His Spirit
“on all people,” signaling a democratization of prophetic and spiritual experience not
limited to priests or prophets alone.Joel’s prophecy climaxes with vivid descriptions of
restoration, where God vows to compensate for the losses suffered, restoring years eaten
by locusts and drought. This restoration signifies more than material recovery; it
symbolizes the spiritual renewal of God’s covenant people, promising satisfaction, joy,
and an unashamed identity restored in God’s grace. The book also carries eschatological
undertones, pointing toward the 'Day of the Lord,' a future time of divine judgment and
blessing. Joel’s words resonate deeply with New Testament revelations, particularly in
Pentecost, as Peter cites Joel in Acts 2 during the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, linking
historical patterns with ongoing fulfillment.

The book of Joel remains a foundational scriptural text for understanding how God works
in times of crisis to bring about spiritual revival. It presents a cyclical pattern where
recognition of sin leads to repentance, followed by an outpouring of the Spirit and
consequent restoration. Its themes have profoundly influenced both Jewish and Christian
eschatology, liturgy, and revival theology. For believers today, Joel offers instructive
guidance on the posture necessary for revival—urgent repentance, communal prayer,
and openness to the Spirit's empowerments—encouraging faith communities to embrace
God’s promises of renewal even amid contemporary challenges.
Importance in the Bible

The book of Joel holds immense theological importance as one of the clearest Old
Testament texts expounding the dynamics of revival, repentance, and the Spirit’s
outpouring. It articulates the principle that revival happens when God’s people wholly
return to Him with contrite hearts and fervent prayer, a pattern reflected and fulfilled in
the New Testament church’s experience. Joel’s promise that God will pour out His Spirit
on “all people” inaugurates the widespread, inclusive work of the Holy Spirit later
demonstrated at Pentecost, making Joel a cornerstone prophecy for understanding the
ongoing activity of the Spirit in the church. The book also bridges the themes of judgment
and mercy, underscoring God's justice and grace, which are central throughout Scripture.
Its call to sacred assembly and wholehearted renewal remains a clarion call for Christian
communities striving for genuine revival today.
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Azusa Street Revival

Sermon Reference
The Azusa Street Revival, occurring in Los Angeles in 1906, is mentioned as a movement
closely linked to the Welsh revival, sharing spiritual characteristics and historical
continuity that influenced twentieth-century Pentecostalism.

Background Context
The Azusa Street Revival was a seminal religious awakening that occurred from 1906 to
around 1915 in Los Angeles, California. Centered at the Azusa Street Mission under the
leadership of William J. Seymour, an African American preacher, the revival drew diverse
crowds and became the catalyst for the modern Pentecostal movement. This revival was
marked by extraordinary manifestations of the Holy Spirit, including speaking in tongues,
healings, and interracial worship—a profound countercultural spiritual renewal at the
dawn of the twentieth century. The revival sought to restore apostolic Christianity,
emphasizing baptism in the Holy Spirit with evidences described in the New Testament,
thereby laying the foundation for global Pentecostalism.

Historically, the Azusa Street Revival emerged during a time of social upheaval, marked
by racial tensions and widespread skepticism about such spiritual expressions. Seymour’s
inclusive leadership and emphasis on unity in the Spirit challenged prevailing social
norms, fostering a cross-ethnic Christian fellowship which was revolutionary and
prophetic. The revival’s spontaneous style of worship—characterized by ecstatic prayer,
singing, prophecy, and healing—broke from traditional denominational forms,
embodying a vibrant, experiential Christianity deeply rooted in the New Testament. The
fervor and testimonies spreading from Azusa Street led to the rapid multiplication of
Pentecostal churches and movements around the world, making it one of the most
influential spiritual awakenings in recent history.

The sermon references the connection between the Welsh revival and the Azusa Street
Revival, particularly emphasizing how the earlier revival’s principles, testimonies, and
literature (notably the 1905 brochure by evangelist G. Campbell Morgan) fueled a spiritual
hunger in Los Angeles. Correspondences between Evan Roberts and Frank Bartleman, a
key figure in Azusa, manifest a transcontinental spiritual dialogue that linked these
movements through prayer and encouragement despite the limitations of early
twentieth-century communication. The Welsh revival’'s emphasis on repentance,
submission to God, and immediate obedience resonated deeply with the Azusa revival
ethos, forming a bridge between two historic waves of Pentecostal renewal.

The Azusa Street Revival’s legacy includes the rapid global spread of Pentecostalism,
making it one of the fastest-growing segments within global Christianity. It expanded the
scope of the Holy Spirit's work, championed racial reconciliation in Christian worship, and
ignited new forms of ministry practice. Its roots connected to Welsh revival ideals
demonstrate how spiritual awakenings often transpire in interconnected waves,
reaffirming the biblical pattern of revival reflected in both events.

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



Frank Bartleman

Sermon Reference
Frank Bartleman was identified as a key figure in the Azusa Street Revival who
corresponded with Evan Roberts, linking the Welsh and Azusa revivals through mutual
prayer and encouragement.

Background Context
Frank Bartleman was an American Pentecostal evangelist, writer, and chronicler of the
Azusa Street Revival. Born in 1871, he became deeply involved in revival movements
throughout the early 20th century, and his written accounts provide some of the most
detailed and vivid descriptions of the spiritual outpourings occurring during the Azusa
Street meetings. His work helps preserve the legacy of the revival, offering contemporary
and future generations insight into the spiritual atmosphere, the diverse group of
believers, and the spontaneous manifestations of the Holy Spirit that characterized the
movement.

Bartleman’s correspondence with Evan Roberts highlights a unique bridge between two
landmark revivals separated by geography yet united in purpose. Despite limited early
20th-century communication methods, their letters reflect a shared vision and spiritual
partnership, marked by Roberts praying for the revival in Los Angeles and Bartleman
reciprocating with prayer for Wales. This connection illustrates how revival movements,
while local in expression, are interconnected parts of the broader body of Christ's
movement and obedience to God’s timing and purposes. Bartleman’s role as both
participant and historian solidified the Azusa Street Revival's credibility and impact within
Pentecostal history.

Known for his humility and passionate prayer ministry, Bartleman exemplified the Holy
Spirit’s work in equipping ordinary believers to be instruments of God’s power and
witnesses to His glory. His writings often emphasize the central themes of repentance,
baptism in the Holy Spirit, and unity in diversity—key elements that defined the Azusa
Street Revival and resonated with the principles of the Welsh revival. His life and ministry
demonstrate the importance of chronicling revival movements to preserve an accurate
narrative of how God moves in human history to renew His church.

Bartleman’s influence extends beyond historical documentation, serving as an inspiration
for those who seek revival today. His emphasis on prayer, dependence on the Holy Spirit,
and commitment to unity provide a timeless model for believers aiming to participate in
God's work of renewal. His correspondence with Evan Roberts reminds us of the power
of prayerful connection and encouragement across distances and cultures, reinforcing the
biblical truth of the communion of saints and collaborative advance of the gospel.
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