
 

Living in the Last Days 

People and Places: 

Paul (Apostle Paul) 

Sermon Reference 
Mentioned in Day 1 devotional referencing his letter to Timothy (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 
highlighting the characteristics of the last days and urging believers to live godly lives 
despite the cultural pressures. 

Background Context 
Paul, originally known as Saul of Tarsus, is one of the most influential figures in the New 
Testament and in Christianity as a whole. Born a Hebrew of the tribe of Benjamin, he was 
initially a zealous persecutor of the early Christian church. His dramatic conversion on the 
road to Damascus, as detailed in the Book of Acts (Acts 9), transformed him into one of 
the church's greatest missionaries and theologians. Paul’s extensive missionary journeys 
established numerous churches throughout Asia Minor and Europe. 
 
His epistles, or letters, to these early churches and leaders provide foundational 
theological teachings and practical advice for Christian living. The letter to Timothy, 
quoted in the devotional, is one of his pastoral epistles, addressing church leadership, 
godly conduct, and warnings against false teachings. Paul’s role as a mentor to Timothy 
emphasizes the passing down of apostolic authority and the importance of perseverance 
in ministry amid apostasy and societal decay.Historically, Paul’s writings address the early 
Christian communities navigating a world hostile toward their faith—marked by cultural 
paganism, moral looseness, and philosophical skepticism. His instructions to Timothy 
about the 'terrible times in the last days' foresee conditions of moral decline impacting 
not just the early church but echo in Christian eschatology, relevant to believers 
throughout the ages, including today.Paul stands as a towering apostolic figure who 
shaped Christian doctrine, ethics, and ecclesiology. His life exemplifies transformative 
grace and unwavering commitment to Christ's mission. In the broader biblical picture, 
Paul’s contributions are indispensable, making him a key figure for believers seeking to 
understand the dynamics of faithfulness amid trials and cultural opposition. 

Importance in the Bible 
Paul’s epistles form a major part of the New Testament, contributing richly to Christian 
theology, particularly on salvation, sanctification, and eschatology. His clear depiction of 
the last days' moral challenges as found in 2 Timothy serves as both warning and 
encouragement to believers.  



Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson 

Timothy 

Sermon Reference 
Recipient of Paul’s letters, including the passage from 2 Timothy 3:1-5 referenced on Day 
1, where Paul exhorts Timothy to recognize the signs of the last days and live a godly life. 

Background Context 
Timothy was a young disciple and close companion of the Apostle Paul, originally from 
Lystra in Asia Minor. His mother was Jewish and a believer (Eunice), and his father was 
Greek, giving Timothy a unique cultural and religious heritage. Paul first met Timothy on 
his second missionary journey and was impressed by his faith and potential, subsequently 
taking him along on various missionary endeavors. 
 
Timothy’s relationship with Paul was one of mentorship, with Paul entrusting him with 
leadership in various churches, including Ephesus. Paul’s letters to Timothy, collectively 
known as the Pastoral Epistles, address Timothy’s role as a young pastor and provide 
guidance on church order, doctrinal challenges, and personal conduct. These letters give 
insights into the early church's struggles with false teachings and require steadfast 
devotion amidst adversity.In the context of the last days, Timothy represents youthful yet 
mature leadership tasked with upholding the faith. His close association with Paul 
symbolizes apostolic authority being passed to a new generation charged with guarding 
the apostolic teaching. This dynamic demonstrates the early church’s structure and 
emphasis on generational faithfulness, crucial for the preservation and dissemination of 
Christian doctrine. 
 
Throughout Scripture, Timothy exemplifies the ideal disciple and pastor who, despite 
youth and challenges, is called to courage, sound teaching, and godly living. His example 
encourages believers today to remain faithful and discerning amid cultural pressures, just 
as Paul exhorts him in 2 Timothy. Timothy’s ministry shows the continuity of faith and the 
importance of preparation and perseverance in Christian leadership across eras. 

Importance in the Bible 
Timothy’s importance lies in his role as a protégé of Paul and a key link in the chain of 
apostolic teaching. The letters addressed to him provide the church with vital pastoral 
instruction on confronting false doctrines, maintaining discipline, and promoting 
godliness. His life and ministry model faithful service and the challenges of young 
Christian leaders navigating opposition. For believers, Timothy stands as an example of 
spiritual maturity developed through mentorship, prayer, and scripture engagement. The 
guidance given to him in the context of the 'last days' serves as a timeless call to vigilance, 
endurance, and holiness for all God's people. 
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Jeremiah 

Sermon Reference 
Mentioned in Day 3 devotional referencing Jeremiah 12:5, which calls believers to 
strengthen themselves for the difficult race ahead in the last days. 

Background Context 
Jeremiah was a prophet of God ministering in the late 7th and early 6th centuries BC, 
during the turbulent time leading up to and including the Babylonian captivity of Judah. 
He is often called the 'weeping prophet' due to his heartfelt laments over Israel’s sin and 
impending judgment. His ministry spanned roughly 40 years, during which he confronted 
idolatry, social injustice, and moral decay, urging repentance and faithfulness to God’s 
covenant. 
 
Jeremiah’s messages were often met with rejection, persecution, and isolation, reflecting 
the hardship of standing for God’s truth amid widespread apostasy. His writings include 
not only prophecies of doom but also promises of restoration and hope for a future new 
covenant. The book named after him encompasses poetry, lamentations, and narrative 
that reveal God's justice and mercy intertwined. 
 
Jeremiah 12:5 contains a metaphor of a race challenging the prophet to endure increasing 
difficulties with steadfastness, metaphorically preparing for prolonged trials. This verse is 
quoted in the devotional to stress the necessity of spiritual endurance in the last days, 
paralleling the prophet's experience of long-suffering faithfulness. Jeremiah’s life is 
exemplary of perseverance under divine calling, highlighting the cost and reward of 
unwavering trust in God. 
 
As a key Old Testament prophet, Jeremiah bridges themes of judgment and hope, 
pointing both to historical events in Israel's history and foreshadowing the eschatological 
challenges facing God’s people. His role is foundational for understanding God’s dealings 
with His people amid crisis and transition, and his calls to endurance resonate profoundly 
for believers confronting trials throughout biblical and present times. 

Importance in the Bible 
Jeremiah holds a significant place in the biblical canon as a voice of prophetic warning and 
hope. His ministry addressed critical failure in God’s covenant people. The themes of 
endurance, faithfulness, and trust in God’s ultimate plan are woven throughout his 
prophecies. Jeremiah’s message strengthens believers by reminding them that 
perseverance amidst hardship is not only expected but rewarded.  
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